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T

he Lord wants to speak to us today on The Chosen
Vessel.

" Y e h av e n o t ch o s en m e, b u t I ha v e ch os en y o u , a n d
ordai ned y ou , tha t y e sho ul d go a nd brin g fort h fr ui t,
and that your fruit should rem ain: that w hatsoever ye
shall ask o f t h e F a t h e r i n m y n a m e , h e m a y g i v e i t
y o u " ( J o h n 15:16).
These words came from the holy lips of Jesus Christ. He was exhorting His disciples shortly before He
was crucified. Another scriptural passage that is similar to the one we have just read is:

"And he said unto them , Go ye into all the w orld, and preach the gospel to every
creature" (M ark 16:15).
People often misinterpret these two scriptural passages. They twist the meaning to support themselves.
On the basis of these passages, they claim to have been chosen and sent out by God to preach the Gospel.

"Jesus answ ered them , Have not I chosen you tw elve, and one of you is a devil?
"H e spak e of J udas I scariot the son of Sim on: for he it w as that should betray him ,
being one of the tw elve" (John 6:70,71).
In this passage, Jesus again emphasised that He chose His disciples. In Luke 6:13-16, we find the record
of how the Apostles were chosen by Jesus Christ Himself.

"And w hen it w as day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose
tw elve, w hom also he nam ed apostles;
"Sim on, (w hom he also nam ed P eter,) and Andrew his brother, Jam es and J ohn,
P hilip and B artholom ew ,
" M a t t h e w a n d Th o m a s , J a m e s t h e s o n o f A l p h a e u s , 34
and Sim on called Zelotes,
"And Judas the brother of Jam es, and Judas I scariot, w hich also w as the traitor."
These verses from the Holy Writ clearly indicate that Jesus had many disciples, among whom twelve were
ordained Apostles and sent out to preach the Gospel. It would be improper therefore, for the other disciples
(apart from these twelve) to take it upon themselves and say, "After all, we are disciples of Jesus Christ also;
we can go out on our own and begin to perform wonders and miracles as we saw Jesus do." If they did that,
they would have displeased the Lord Jesus. Many so-called evangelists and preachers were taught, and are
teaching people, to write their names in that portion of the Scriptures that reads; "Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). We should be warned that this passage was not
directed to individuals indiscrimately. Evangelists have to be chosen and sent out by God under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, to preach the Gospel. Those who go out to preach the Gospel without being
chosen and sent do so to their own detriment. Many people who have gone out under such spurious doctrines,
have met with disappointments and have come back to tell us their story of woe and failure.
Young converts and inexperienced Christians, full of misguided zeal, hardly realise that the world they
are going to confront with the Gospel is much more powerful than they are. How then can one preach the Gospel
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successfully to the world if he were not chosen and sent by God? Perhaps, you do not meet with any disappointment immediately you start preaching, but sooner or later, disappointments will come. Without the backing of
God, one is bound to make a shipwreck of one's faith under such a situation.
Dear Evangelist, who sent you out to preach the Gospel? Was it God? Perhaps, you are under the
teaching of someone who assured you that God has chosen you to preach the Gospel. Did God assure you
concerning this? Who chose, ordained, and sent your so-called teacher? All the evangelists and preachers we
read about in the Bible had the backing and support of God because they were chosen and sent by Him. Jesus Christ
chose twelve out of His many disciples, ordained them, and sent them out to preach the Gospel.
Who laid hands on you and sent you out without the spiritual foundation and without being chosen by God? You are
missing the mark, you are disobeying God. You are making God a liar. You are saying in effect that what God requires
man to do before he becomes a preacher is not necessary. By your attitude, you are adding to the Word of God. Such
an attitude is not pleasing to God.

"AFTER these things the Lord appointed other seventy also , an d s en t th em t w o
and tw o b efo re his fa ce in t o every city and place, w hither he him self w ould
com e" (Luk e 10:1).
Time had elapsed since Jesus Christ chose and sent out the twelve Apostles. In the above passage, Jesus chose
other seventy disciples to go and preach the Gospel and prepare the way for His visits to many cities. The seventy
disciples preached to people that Jesus, the Author of Salvation was coming to their cities. We can see the backing and
support of God upon the ministry of these seventy disciples because every place they visited witnessed the manifestation
of God's power. The disciples even reported to Jesus Christ that evil spirits were subject unto them. Oh! glory be to God
for supporting His work. This is God's own appointed way of doing things. But what about those people who have
constituted themselves into an authority and are sending people out to preach the Gospel? It is clear from the Scriptures
that God does not honour their work.
Jesus Christ said, 'Haven't I chosen twelve of you?' This is to show that, it was He Who chose the twelve Apostles
but one of them had become the child of the devil. It is necessary that we be chosen by God. It is only those who are
chosen by God that are regarded as chosen vessels. Jesus had .a reason for choosing the twelve Apostles. He impresses it
on our minds that it was He who chose and sent them out. 'It is not you who has chosen me.' Having the notion or
feeling that one wants to work for God does not make one a chosen vessel. God has a plan for each and every one. God
knows us; He knows what we are and what we are going to be.

" A nd he said unto them , Go ye into all the w orld, and preach the gospel to every
creature" (M ark 16:15).
We have to understand that the call embraces everyone, but to be ordained, honoured and given the commission
to go and spread the Good Tidings is a different thing entirely. People who do not understand the Scriptures try to read a
wrong meaning into these two ideas: to be called and to be sent. A disciple is a follower and a learner, while an apostle is
one who has been schooled in the Word and things of God and sent out. God called Paul the Apostle when he was Saul of
Tarsus. God met him on the way to Damascus, when he had that evil intention of bringing the disciples of our Lord
Jesus Christ bound and casting them into prison. You all know who Paul was. He was a learned, highly educated and
qualified person as far as knowledge was concerned. He was a teacher of the Law; but he met Jesus Who spoke to him
in the language he could understand. His eyes beheld the glory of God; he lost his sight and could not find his way.
And so he was led to Damascus by his followers.
God does not make mistakes. By the time God called Saul of Tarsus, there were already established Apostles, who
had been involved in the spread of the Gospel. Jesus Christ chose them, ordained them and sent them out. Among the
miracles the Lord wrought through them were, raising of the dead and restoring of sight to the blind. The Apostles
founded and established churches all over the place. They had churches in many places with ordained and appointed
people to oversee them. When God met Saul of Tarsus, He never minced words. Paul inquired from God what He would
have him do. God told him to go and be taught the way of the Gospel. Paul needed to know, he had to learn, so he had
to be taught. In spite of his high academic status and position, God made him realise that he still needed to learn. He was for
three long days without sight or food. Do you know what followed? God sent Ananias to him.
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"And there w as a certain disciple at Damascus, nam ed A n a n i a s ; a n d t o h i m s a i d
t h e L o r d i n a v i s i o n , A n a n i a s . And he said, B ehold, I am here, Lord.
" A n d t h e L o r d s ai d un t o h i m , A ri s e, a n d g o i n t o t h e street w hich is called
Straight, and enquire in the house of J u d a s f o r o n e c a l l e d S a u l , o f Ta r s u s : f o r ,
b e h o l d , h e prayeth" (Acts 9:10, 11).
There are many people today who believe and teach that pray ing for a long time is not necessary. Just pray a
snapshot prayer and everything will be all right. But God did not allow that kind of prayer for Paul. Paul prayed for three
consecutive days because the account says, 'for he prayeth.'

" Then A nanias answ ered, Lord, I have heard by m any of t h i s m a n , h ow m u ch evil
h e h a t h d o n e t o th y s ain t s a t Jerusalem :
" A nd here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy
nam e.
" B ut the Lord said unto him , Go thy w ay: for he is a ch o s en v ess el u n t o m e, t o
b ea r m y n a m e b efo r e th e G en tiles, and k ings, and the children of I srael:
" For I w ill ch ew hi m b o w gr ea t th in gs h e m ust suffer for m y nam e's sak e" (A cts
9 :1 3 -1 6 ).
That is the sound doctrine to which we have been called and on which we are established. That is why we have
God's backing and help. We do not preach anything erroneous. God is not the author of confusion. In spite of Saul's social
and academic status, he still had to submit to the Apostles appointed by God, to be prayed for. Paul, in spite of all he had
attained, could not help himself out of the condition he found himself. One would have thought that at that time, when
there was a great need to reap the plenteous harvest, Paul would have launched out immediately to spread and proclaim
the Gospel of our. Lord Jesus Christ, and with all his academic achievements and eloquence, win thousands for the
Lord. But he had to wait for God's time. God told him that Ananias, one of the disciples of Jesus Christ, would come to
pray for him.
Ananias was informed by God to go and pray for Saul so that the scales on his eyes might be removed to enable
him regain his sight and have a clear understanding of the Scriptures. But Ananias was reluctant to go. He told God that
he had heard of the havoc Saul had done to the people of God. God admonished him to forget all he had heard or known
about Saul because He had laid His hands on him to be a chosen vessel, to spread His Gospel before kings, the gentiles
and the Children of Israel. Do you know it has always been my pleasure that God should lay His hands on me and make
me a chosen vessel? I believe this is the will of God for everyone of you. Whether you are literate or illiterate, it does not
matter in the sight of God. Whatever may be your social status, until God calls you, honours, ordains and chooses
you, you must wait upon Him. One would have thought that after God had called Saul, and Ananias had come to pray
for him that he would launch out immediately, but he never did that. He still needed to subject himself to the teachings
of the Gospel. The detail of this account is found in Acts 22:12-16.

"And one Ananias, a devout m an according to the law , having a good report of all
the Jew s w hich dw elt there,
"Cam e unto m e, and stood, and said unto m e, B rother Saul, receive thy sight. And
the sam e hour I looked up upon him .
"And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, t h a t t h o u s h o u l d es t k now
h i s w i ll , a n d s ee t h a t J u s t On e, and shouldest hear the voice of his m outh.
" Fo r t h o u s h a l t b e h i s w i t n es s u n t o a l l m en o f w h a t thou hast seen and heard.
" A n d n o w w h y ta r ri es t t h o u ? ar is e, a n d b e b ap t i z ed , and w ash aw ay thy sins,
calling on the nam e of the Lord."
What we have to know is that there is a great difference between our call and our being chosen as we see in Acts
13:1-3.

" N OW th er e w er e i n t h e ch ur ch t h a t w as a t A n ti o ch certain pr oph ets an d
teachers; as B ar nabas, and S i m eon that w as called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene,
and M anaen, w h i ch h a d b een b r o u g h t u p w i t h H er o d t h e t et r ar ch, and Saul.
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"As they m inistered to the Lord, and fasted, the H oly Ghost said, Separate m e
B arnabas and Saul for the w ork w hereunto I have called them
"And w hen they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them , they sent them
aw ay.
I want you to take note of that clause: Separate me Barnabas and Saul. God had called Barnabas and
Saul into this work but by this proclamation, He separated them, chose them and ordained them. Before that
time, Saul was not ordained but with the pronouncement from the Holy Spirit, he was ordained and sent out.
"And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away." Thus, he
started his ministry.
Thanks be to God for the method by which He does His work. Here was Paul the Apostle called, chosen
and sent by the Church Authority. He had the backing of the church. Wherever he went, he had the support and
prayer of the church. One thing we all need to note is the fact that the success of his ministry was not through
the eloquence of speech; rather, we read of his suffering, imprisonments and of people hurling stones at
Paul.

"AND I , brethren, w hen I cam e to you, cam e not w ith excellency of speech or of
w isdom , declaring unto you the testim ony of God.
"And m y speech and m y preaching w as not w ith enticing w ords of m an's w isdom ,
but in dem onstration o f the Spirit and of pow er" (1 Corinthians 2:1, 4).
There was a time he was imprisoned and a great earthquake opened the prison doors and Paul was
released.

" A nd a t m i dn ig ht P aul and S ilas pray ed, an d s ang praises unto God: and the
prisoners heard - them .
"And suddenly there w as a great earthquak e, so that the foundations of the prison
w ere shak en: and im m ediately all the doors w ere opened, and every one's bands w ere
loosed.
"And the keeper of the prison aw aking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors
open, he drew out his sw ord, and w ould have killed himself, supposing that the
prisoners had been fled.
"But Paul cried w ith a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm : for w e are all here.
"Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and cam e trembling, and fell dow n before
Paul and Silas,
"And brought them out, and said, Sirs, w hat m ust I do to be saved?
"And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house.
"And they spake unto him the w ord of the Lord, and to all that w ere in his house"
(Acts 16:25-32).
An account from the Bible says, 'the power of God so filled his life that the aprons or handkerchiefs
from his body healed the sick.'

"And God w rought, special m iracles by the hands of P aul:
" S o tha t fr om his bo dy w er e b rou gh t un to th e sick handk erchiefs or aprons, and
the diseases departed from them , and the evil spirits w ent out of them " (Acts
19:1 1, 12).
Paul had learnt about the way of God. He had embraced the whole doctrine of Jesus Christ and was well
equipped to launch out for the Gospel. He had the backing of God, and as a result, his ministry was successful.
Now, you need to ask yourself whether you have known and come across sound doctrine. Have you been
schooled by God, equipped, called and sent out? The devil confronted the seven sons of Sceva because God
did not send them.
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"Then certain of the vagabond Jew s, ex orcists, took upon them to call over them
w hich had evil spirits the nam e of the Lord Jesus, saying, W e adjure you by Jesus
w hom Paul preacheth.
"And there w ere seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew , and chief of the priests, w hich did
so.'
"And the evil spirit answ ered and said, Jesus I k now , and P aul I k now ; but w ho are
ye?
"And the m an in w hom the evil spirit w as leaped on them , and overcam e them ,
and prevailed against them , so that they fled out of that house naked and
w ounded" (Acts 19:13-16).
Well, you who have not been rooted and grounded in the Word of God, why do you want to endanger
your life by going out to do that which you have not been commissioned to do? You are bound to meet with
failures and disappointments. Why don't you stay where God has placed you and remain there until God will
choose you and send you out? We have come across people who claim to have the power of healing either on
their right or left hand but with time, they discovered their folly; and subjected themselves to sound doctrine.

"And these signs shall follow them that believe; I n m y nam e shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak w ith new tongues" (M ark 16:17).
This is the power which God has given the Church. As Paul and Barnabas believed it, we too believe, that
is why we experience these signs today. But some people claim that the power is given to individuals. If it were
so, one would have thought that since Paul met Jesus face to face on his way to Damascus, he had already received authority to go and preach, since no one is greater than Jesus. But contrary to that, the dialogue
between him and Jesus Christ led him to a definite experience with the Lord. Jesus would have told Paul all he
needed to know if He wanted to, since He was God - the Alpha and Omega - but He directed Saul to Ananias,
where he would be taught the details of his mission. God is not the author of confusion and the spirits of the
prophets are subject one to another.

"Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other m en's sins: keep thyself
pure" (1 Tim othy 5:22).
This was Paul writing an admonition to Timothy whom he had appointed a leader over a group. He warned
him that he should not make the mistake of laying hands on new people. He made Timothy understand that it
will be a mistake to quickly lay hands on people. Before the laying on of hands, such an individual must be a
Christian in good standing - one who has been tried and proved by God. Some people allege that when highly
educated people come into our midst, we do not recognise or give them very high positions in the Church. It
is true they may be learned, but are they learned in the things of God? For Bible Christians, the choice of
workers in the Lord's vineyard is according to the Bible standard.

"THIS is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good w ork.
"A bishop then must be blam eless, the husband of one w ife, vigilant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach" (1 Tim othy 3:1, 2).
Paul later met with the Apostles who would not rush into giving him any assignment in spite of the fact
that they had heard of his conversion. It was admirable and good that Paul was educated, but his academic
status would not influence the Apostles, since that was not the most important qualification. They waited upon
God to appoint Paul. That is God's' standard, it may not please us but it is the right method. It takes a
crucified man to preach the crucified Saviour. So, God needs tried people, the brave and true, who will not
shrink or faint in time of trouble. People who have anchored their ship to the eternal Rock of Ages; those
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love.

"Not given to w ine, no strik er, not greedy of filthy lu cre; but patient, not a braw ler,
not covetous;
"One that ruleth w ell his ow n house, having his children in subjection w ith all
gravity;
The Chosen Vessel

5

"(For if a m an k now not how to rule his ow n house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?)
"Not a novice, lest being lifted up w ith pride he fall into the condem nation of the
devil.
" M or eov er h e m us t ha ve a go od rep ort of th em w h ich are w ithout; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.
" L i k e w i s e m u s t t h e d e a c o n s b e g r a v e , n o t d o u b l e - tongued, not given to
m uch w ine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
"H olding the m ystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
" A n d l et t h es e a l s o fi r s t b e p r o v ed ; t h e n l e t t h e m u s e the office of a deacon,
being found blam eless.
"Even so m ust their w ives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.
" Let the deacons be the husbands of one w ife, ruling their children and their ow n
houses w ell.
" For t hey t hat hav e us ed t he office of a d eacon w ell p urchas e to t h em s elv es a
go od d egr ee, and gr ea t bo ld ness in the faith w hich is in Christ Jesus" (1 Tim othy
3:3-13).
Paul, though a gentleman, an educated person, a teacher of the law, yet the Apostles of Jesus Christ, at
his conversion, did not lay hands on him suddenly. This is what we do today. We never appoint people
suddenly; we wait until God will afford the opportunity before we do so, because we do not want to have
hands in the sins of other people. They should first of all be examined. This is not just mere setting up of a
committee to find out or consult friends to inquire about such candidates. The Lord alone can direct aright, for
He sees the heart of man; He knows the end of every individual from his beginning. I have some feelings in me
about the danger that is lurking in the way of the people who do contrary.
Some people complain or feel that they have not been appointed to work for God because the
Ministry does not know them and their worth. No, it is more than that. If you want to work for God, keep
telling Him as you consecrate deeper and deeper each day. As you do this continually, time will prove you.
The doctrine which you preach and stand for will prove you. The trials, temptations, and difficulties that will
come across your way will prove you and it is your reaction and attitude to those life situations that will
confirm you either as a deacon, teacher or preacher. Do you expect us to lay hands on people who will not
accept sound teachings, who will not take to correction, who will not wait for God's time, or make God's will
uppermost in their lives? Do you want us to lay hands on such people and send them out? That is why the
Bible says that such people must first be proved. You will be proved by your life, by the trials and the
troubles that will come your way.
We want to see what your attitude to every aspect of life is. The Scriptures tell us that anybody who
cannot control his own house cannot be lord over the work of God. It is not the knowledge acquired or the high
academic status that you have, that will qualify you; it is not the understanding or wisdom. If that were the requisite qualification, you would have found many people being appointed.

" B eca u s e t h e fo o l i s h n es s o f G o d i s w i s er t h a n m en ; and the w eak ness of God is
stronger than m en" (1 Corinthians 1:25).
Paul was not chosen by God because of his social and academic status.

"But God hath chosen the foolish things of the w orld to confound the w ise; and God
hath chosen the w eak things of the w orld to confound the things w hich are
m ighty;
" A nd bas e t hin gs of t h e w orl d, an d t hin gs w h ich are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things w hich are not, to bring to nought things that are:
"That no flesh should glory in his presence" (1 Corinthians 1:27-29).
This is quite different from what many people teach. Many people think that God will use highly
qualified academicians to teach and change the hearts of highly qualified people like them. But the Scriptures
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tell us that, it is the simple at heart that God will use to do that great work. "And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that
are." Before we go to another verse, just read what God was asking.

"W here is the w ise? w here is the scribe? w here is the disputer of this w orld? hath not
God made foolish the w isdom of this w orld?" (1 Corinthians 1:20).
God says, He 'has made foolish, the wisdom of this world.' For the foolishness of God is wiser than men.
In short, God can use anybody or anything.

"N evertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
know eth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.
"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of w ood
and of earth; and som e to honour, and some to dishonour.
"I f a m an therefore purge him self from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and m eet for the m aster's use, and prepared unto every good w ork" (2
Tim othy 2:19-21).
It is clear what the Lord requires. The foundation of God stands sure. God has not changed, His
foundation remains ever the same. And He is telling you that everyone who names the name of Jesus Christ
should depart from iniquity — "everyone." He says, `Each individual who wants to serve God in truth should
depart from iniquity.' Quit false doctrine. Quit unrighteousness. Seeing how God wants you to he separated
from the world and from sin, from false teaching, corruption and disobedience; you should sever yourself from
those teachings which are contradictory and rebellious to the standard of the Gospel.
I charge you to embrace sound doctrine, for it stands out clearly. It is complete, and it is the voice of
God_. It is life; it will take you to Heaven.

"M editate upon these things; give thyself w holly to them; that thy profiting may
appear to all.
"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them : for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Tim othy 4:15,16).
In the days of the Apostles, some people went out to teach others false teachings. The Apostles said,
'Although, they had come out from amongst us, they are not part of us.' In a great house, we don't only have
vessels of gold and silver. There are vessels of wood and earth. You have to decide which vessel you want to
be.
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