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vercoming Faith is the theme of our teaching this morning.
In the song that was just rendered Lead Me Gently Home,
Father the quartet prayed that God will lead us Home. It is
my prayer too that God will lead us Home. The reason why we have
denied ourselves some essential things of life to be here is that we want
to see God and it is that God Who will lead us Home.

" A nd Caleb stilled the people b efore M oses, and said,
Let us go up at once, and possess it; for w e are w ell able
to overcome it" (Numbers 13:30).
" A nd J os hua t he s on o f N un, and Ca leb th e s on of J ephu nn eh, w hi ch w ere of th em
tha t s earched th e lan d, rent their clothes:
"And they spak e unto all the com pany of the children of I srael, saying, The land,
w hich w e passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.
"I f the LOR D delight in us, then he w ill bring us into this land, and give it us; a land
w hich flow eth w ith m ilk and honey.
"Only rebel not ye against the LOR D, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they
are bread for us: their defence is departed from them , and the LORD is w ith us: fear
them not" (Num bers 14:6-9).
The portion we have read is the testimony of the two spies who were sent with the others to spy out
the land of Canaan. Many years before this time, God promised Abraham that He would give him and his
children after him the land of °Canaan. Before this promise came to pass, they had to go through many
problems, difficulties, heartaches, and persecutions. When the time was near for the fulfilment of the
promise, God brought them out of the land of Egypt where they had been in bondage.
After the Children of Israel were delivered from the bondage in Egypt, they journeyed to Canaan,
which was to be their permanent abode. God, out of His mercy and might, delivered them from bondage and it
was through the same might and power that He would lead them to Canaan., Because of their lack of faith,
they decided that they would send 'Spies to the land. Truly, they sent spies to the land but what they
discovered was a great challenge to them and it became a problem for them.
The deliverance God gave the Children of Israel from Egypt is the same as the deliverance Jesus gives us
from sin today. Just as God determined to take the Children of Israel to Canaan, He is also determined to lead
,every soul that has been redeemed to Heaven. But in between the time we are saved and the time we get
to Heaven, there is a lot on the way.

"And they told him , and said, W e cam e unto the land w hither thou sentest us, and
surely it flow eth w ith milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.
"N evertheless the people be strong that dw ell in the land, and the cities are w alled,
and very great: and m oreover w e saw the children of Anak there.
"The Amalekites dw ell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and
the Am orites, dw ell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dw ell by the sea, and by the
coast of Jordan.
"And Caleb stilled the people before M oses, and said, Let us go up at once, and
possess it; for w e are w ell able to overcom e it.
"B ut the m en that w ent up w ith him said, W e be not able to go up against the
people; for they are stronger than w e.
"And they brought up an evil report of the land w hich they had searched unto the
children of I srael, saying, The land, through w hich w e have gone to search it,, is a
land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that w e saw in it are
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men of a great stature.
"And there w e saw the giants, the sons of Anak, w hich come of the giants: and w e w ere
in our ow n sight as grasshoppers, and so w e w ere in their sight" (N um bers 13:2733).

That was the report which the spies brought back from Canaan. Truly, they discovered that the land
was flowing with milk and honey. The cities were built, walled, and very beautiful. They also discovered that the
inhabitants were great people, very strong and above all, were giants.
The Children of Israel had been saved and God was leading them to Canaan. Between their salvation
and the land of Canaan; they discovered certain things. These are the type of things we shall also discover along
our pathway when we turn to God and we are on our way to Heaven. Giants are on the way, they are around
us, they are right in our homes, they are in our places of work, they are in our towns, they are everywhere we
live. They want to frighten us out of the way and bar us from going to Heaven. They want to tell us that it is
impossible to make Heaven. May God give us the spirit of Joshua and Caleb.
Truly, Joshua and Caleb saw the giants like the other spies did, but they trusted in God. They even said
that the giants were no more than food for them because they trusted in the power of God. Do you know that
of all the people that left Egypt for Canaan, none of those who believed the evil report got to Canaan? Only
Joshua and Caleb, despite the problems, dangers and the perils, got to Canaan.. Similarly, there are giants along
the way — giants of persecution, giants of famine, giants of need, giants of oppression — as we go along life's
journey as Christians; but I am sure that God Who helped Joshua and Caleb will help us too, and lead us Home.
As believers, we should understand how God deals with His children, so that we shall not be deceived
by Satan. The fact that we are saved does not mean that trials will not come our way. It is trials that help the
children of God to grow. Each time we receive a great blessing from God, we must sit up because Satan is
not happy. He will want to frighten us, trouble us and do everything in his power to weigh us down, so that we
may miss our goal.

"The k ing answ ered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of
gods, and a Lord of k ings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldst reveal this
secret.
" Th e n t h e k i n g m a d e D a n i e l a g r e a t m a n , a n d g a v e h im m a ny gr eat gifts, and
m ad e hi m r uler o ver t he w hol e province of B abylon, and chief of the governors
over all the w ise m en of B abylon.
" Then Daniel requested of the k ing, and he set S hadr a c h , M e s h a c h , a n d A b e d nego, over the affairs of the province of B abylon: bu t Daniel sat in the gate
o f t h e k ing" (Daniel 2:47 -49).
"N ebuchadnezzar spak e and said unto them , I s it true, O Shadrach, M eshach, and
Abed-nego, do not ye serve m y gods, nor w orship the golden im age w hich I have
set up?
"N ow if ye be ready that at w hat tim e ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sack but, psaltery, and dulcim er, a n d al l k in d s o f m us ick , y e fa ll d o w n and
w o r sh i p t h e i m age w hich I have m ade; w ell: but if ye w orship not, ye shall be cast
the sam e hour into the m idst of a burning fiery furnace; and w ho is that God that
shall deliver you out of m y hands?
" S h a dr ach , M es ha ch , an d A b ed - n eg o, a n sw ered a n d said to the k ing, 0
N ebuchadnezzar, w e are not careful to answ er thee in this m atter.
"I f it be so, our God w hom w e serve is able to deliver u s fr o m t h e b u r n i n g fi ery
fu r na ce, a n d h e w i ll d el i v er u s out of thine hand, 0 k ing" (Daniel 3:1 4-17).
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were people of God and those around them could see God
in their lives. Because of their righteousness and faithfulness, God highly exalted them in the land of Babylon.
They Were rulers and leaders in the land. Their promotion came from God, not from the king. It was God Who
blessed and exalted them, and it was God Who had helped them thus far. When we are blessed by God and
receive help from Him, the world is not happy. At such times, we should sit up and be fervent in prayer, in the
study of the Word of God and in our fellowship with God.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego had been promoted chiefs in the land of Babylon, but they knew that
despite all that, the will of God must prevail and come first in their lives. Now, they were faced with giants and
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one of the giants was that they should bow down to the king's image. They were in important positions, highly
promoted, but they did not want to disappoint God. They wanted to be faithful to God because they knew that God
was able to help and support them. Therefore, they took their stand. God is also able to lead us through any
problem that might come our way.
These children of God did not argue with the king because they knew that God was on their side.
They simply said, 'We are not careful to answer thee in this matter. Whatever you want to do, we know that
God is on our side.' Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego were highly exalted; yet, the fiery trials came their way.
When God wants to promote us spiritually, He will bring fiery trials along our way; so fiery that humanly speaking,
we may not be able to see how we could weather it. These people were rulers and assistants to the king. The
fiery trial came their way and it could be so in the life of anybody. It can be so in your life. If you are a boss in
your place of work and some people require you to deny God and keep to the service and regulation of your
office, would you not prefer to remain with God in that condition? Similarly, as secular workers, you may be
required to come and work on Sunday and may be you are tempted that if you do that work, you will get more
money. Remember, if you do that, you will disappoint God and God cannot promote you. It is better to
remain with God when we are faced with trials because God will use that to promote us.
At times, the giant that comes our way may be illness. It may come on us, our wives, our children, or any
members of the family. There may be the temptation from our relations advising us to lean on the arm of
flesh; but we should take our stand. Do you know that when we remain with God, it will be a way to
show God's glory? If we remain with God in such a situation and we depend on God for healing, it may be
difficult, it may be fiery as a trial, but God will deliver us and the glory of God will be proclaimed in our lives.

"And now , behold, the children of Am mon and M oab and m ount Seir, w hom thou
w ouldest not let I srael invade, w hen they cam e out of the land of Egypt, but they
turned from them , and destroyed them not;
"Behold, I say, how they rew ard us, to com e to cast us out of thy possession, w hich
thou bast given us to inherit.
"0 our God, w ilt thou not judge them? for w e have no m ight against this great
com pany that com eth against us; neither know w e w hat to do: but our eyes are upon
thee.
"And all Judah stood before the LORD, w ith their little ones, their w ives, and their
children.
"Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of B enaiah, the son of Jeiel, the
son of M attaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, cam e the Spirit of the LORD in the
m idst of the congregation;
"And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem , and thou king
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, B e not afraid nor dism ayed by reason
o f t h is g r ea t m u l ti t u d e; fo r t h e b a t t l e i s n o t yo u r s, b u t God's.
"Tom orrow go ye dow n against them : behold, they com e up by the cliff of Ziz; and
ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the w ilderness of Jeruel.
"Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the
salvation of the LORD w ith you, 0 Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to
morrow go out against them: for the LORD w ill be w ith you" (2 Chronicles 20:10-17).
In our Christian journey, problems and confusions may come and we may not know what to do. When sinners
do certain things against us, we just overlook them; not minding them so much. But within the same Christian fold,
some people, whom, at one time or the other, God had used us to assist or people with whom we once shared
fellowship, could do certain things to us which might weigh heavily on us. That is similar to what the children of
Moab did. When the Children of Israel were passing, God did not allow them to destroy Moab because they were
relations. Later, the Moabites attacked Israel. The Israelites were troubled and confounded, they didn't know what to
do, Jehoshaphat and all Judah with him. They went to God in prayer telling God that they did not know what to do
but their eyes were on Him. The Spirit of God came upon Jahazel and he told Jehoshaphat and all Judah that the
battle was not theirs but the Lord's and that the Lord was going to fight for them. That is similar to what happens
to every Christian. Troubles may come our way and we may have to fight a warfare spiritually. All we have to do
is to trust in God, and just stay and watch. God will fight the battle for us.

"For the Lord GOD w ill help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.
"He is near that justifieth me; w ho w ill contend w ith m e? let us stand together: w ho is
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m ine adversary? let him come near to me.
"Behold, the Lord GOD w ill help me; w ho is he that shall condemn me? lo, they all shall
w ax old as a garment; the moth shall eat them up.
" W h o i s a m o n g y o u t h a t f e a r e t h t h e L O R D , t h a t obeyeth the voice of his
servant, that w alk eth in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the nam e of
the LORD, and stay upon his God" (Isaiah 50:7-10).
We may be in utter darkness, so dark that we may not be able to see any way out. From where we have
read we are told to stay on God. After all, we were made and created by God and any moment we are in utter
darkness, all we have to do is to lean on God because to Him, darkness and light are the same. At times in our
pilgrimage, we are faced with death, a giant, a great giant indeed! An adage says, cowards die many times before
their death, a brave man dies only but once. When you are faced with death, you have to say, "Death, you can
come; I will remain with God and I will die in God.'

"And fear not them w hich k ill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him w hich is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
"Are not tw o sparrow s sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the
ground w ithout your Father.
"But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
"Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrow s" (Matthew 10:28-31).
The only death we should fear is to die in sin. If we die in God, it is great gain, it is no loss. It is only when we
die in sin that we have lost. Therefore, we have to be bold even when death stares us in the face. The Word of God
says that it is God Who is able to kill the body and send the soul to hell, that we should fear. We do not have to fear
people who can only destroy the body, and after that can do no more. We should fear God only. Besides that, we
have the promises of God about God's tender care. God says, 'Are two sparrows not sold for a farthing and yet
none of them will fall down without the knowledge of God? We are of more value than many sparrows.' God says
that even the very hairs of our heads are numbered. How many of us can count the number of hairs on our heads?
That shows the extent of God's care for us. Therefore, when we, are in a problem, let us know that God cares and
whatever may be the outcome, let us remain with God. We have seen in this church in the past, some people
who were so ill that all hope seemed lost, but God in mercy, restored them. We have also seen some people of
God who were ill and died, it was joy to God, Don't you know what the death of the righteous is to God? Don't
you remember how happy you are after you have worked and you have your salary? You don't know how happy you
are when you have traded and you earned profit? Precious in the sight of God is the death of His saints. Therefore,
you don't need to be afraid of death. It is death that opens the door to everlasting life to believers. The one we refer
to as death, is really not death to believers, but sleep.

"He w ill sw allow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD w ill w ipe aw ay tears from
off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take aw ay from off all the earth:
for the LORD hath spok en it.
"And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; w e have w aited for him , and he
w ill save us: this is the LORD; w e have w aited for him, w e w ill be glad and rejoice in
his salvation" (Isaiah 25:8, 9).
When something is swallowed, you have overcome it. God is waiting for us this morning. Are you prepared to
lean on God so that He can lead you to Heaven? Are you prepared to lean on God so that He can lead you through
this life of problems? Do you want to lean on God so that He can give you victory along your way? Trust in God, you
will swallow death in victory. Trust in God, everlasting life will be yours.
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