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JESUS AND THE ADULTEROUS WOMAN
BIBLE TEXT : John 8:1-11

LESSON 129 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: ""Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered" (Psalm
32:1).

BIBLE TEXT in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

John 8:1-11
1 Jesus went unto the mount of
Olives.
2 And early in the morning he
came again into the temple, and
all the people came unto him; and
he sat down, and taught them.
3 And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken
in adultery; and when they had set
her in the midst,
4 They say unto him, Master, this
woman was taken in adultery, in
the very act.
5 Now Moses in the law
commanded us, that such should
be stoned: but what sayest thou?
6 This they said, tempting him,
that they might have to accuse
him. But Jesus stooped down, and
with his finger wrote on the
ground, as though he heard them
not.
7 So when they continued asking
him, he lifted up himself, and said
unto them, He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a
stone at her.
8 And again he stooped down, and
wrote on the ground.
9 And they which heard it, being
convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at
the eldest, even unto the last: and
Jesus was left alone, and the
woman standing in the midst.
10 When Jesus had lifted up
himself, and saw none but the
woman, he said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers?
hath no man condemned thee?
11 She said, No man, Lord. And
Jesus said unto her, Neither do I

NOTES:

Scheming Against Jesus

Many of the Jews did not like Jesus and His teachings. No doubt
they were condemned for their sins as they listened to Him.
They tried to scheme against Him that they might give Him over
to the authorities. "And they watched him, and sent forth spies ...
that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver
him unto the power and authority of the governor" (Luke 20:20).
Perhaps they were filled with jealousy as they saw Him perform
miracles to help others. "And they were filled with madness; and
communed one with another what they might do to Jesus" (Luke
6:11). They had failed in their attempts to turn Him over to the
governor. "The Jews sought the more to kill him" (John 5:18).

At one time the chief priests and Pharisees had sent officers to
arrest Jesus. God did not permit them to do so at that time.
"Some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on
him" (John 7:44). When questioned why they had not taken Jesus,
they answered, "Never man spake like this man" (John 7:46).

The other people had gone to their homes. Jesus went to
the Mount of Olives, no doubt to pray. In many places the Bible
tells that Jesus went alone to pray (Mark 1:35 35 And in the
morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. Luke 5:16 16

And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. Luke
6:12 12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into
a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.
Luke 22:41 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's

cast, and kneeled down, and prayed). Jesus knew that the Jews
were scheming against Him. That did not cause Him to stop His
teaching and good works. There may be times when sinful people
would try to tempt you. You can be like Jesus. Pray that God
will help you. Like Jesus, your words and deeds can silence and
condemn them.

Jesus went again to the Temple to continue His teaching.
Many people gathered around to hear Him as He sat in their
midst. The scribes and Pharisees thought that there was their
chance to catch Jesus. They took a sinful and unfaithful woman to
Him. They were witnesses against her for they had taken her in
the act of committing sin. In front of all the people, they asked
Jesus how to punish her. The law of Moses demanded that one in
adultery should be put to death.

Under Grace
Jesus did not destroy the Law. He came to fulfill it (Matthew

5:17 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil). Jesus' teachings
hold a higher standard than the Law. He taught that men should
love the Lord with all their hearts, their neighbors as themselves
(Matthew 22:37-39 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And
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condemn thee: go, and sin no
more.

the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as

thyself), and to love even their enemies (Luke 6:27 27 But I say
unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which

hate you). Under the Law it was permissible for one to do harm
to a person who harmed him (Leviticus 24:19-20 19 And if a
man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so
shall it be done to him; 20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth
for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be

done to him again). "Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, That ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also" (Matthew 5:38-39 38 Ye have heard that it
hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But
I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite

thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also). Jesus
taught also in the Sermon on the Mount to "judge not, that ye
be not judged" (Matthew 7:1).

Accusers
These scribes and Pharisees were eager to put Jesus to

death. They had hoped that through this incident they could trap
Jesus in breaking the Law, and have Him put to death. If Jesus
had said that she should be put to death according to the Law,
they could have said that it was not according to His teachings. If
Jesus had said that they should spare her, they could have accused
Him of teaching against the Law. However, Jesus surprised them:
"This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse
him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the
ground, as though he heard them not" (John 8:6). He knew their
evil intentions. No doubt they thought that they had trapped Jesus.
They continued to ask for His answer. Instead of tricking Jesus, their
own words and actions trapped them.

A Guilty Conscience
Perhaps they thought that their sins were all covered from

any man. They found that the Lord keeps a good record.

"You cannot hide from God,
You cannot hide from God,
Wherever you go, Whatever you do,
You cannot hide from God,
His eye is fixed on you,
You cannot hide from God."

When they insisted on an answer, Jesus told them that the
one who had no sin should throw the first stone at her. Jesus did not
mention any particular sin in their lives. Their conscience told
them that they were guilty. One by one they slipped away until all
were gone who had accused her. They had been caught in their
own trap.

In the days of Queen Esther lived a selfish, proud man by
the name of Haman. At the suggestion of his friends he built a
gallows upon which he hoped to hang a Jewish man, Mordecai.
His plan failed when the king was informed that Haman was the
guilty man (Esther 7:6 6 And Esther said, The adversary and
enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the

king and the queen). Mordecai had done good, so he was
rewarded by the king, and Haman was hanged upon the gallows
he had built for Mordecai (Esther 7:10 10 So they hanged
Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then

was the king's wrath pacified).
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QUESTIONS
1 Where was Jesus teaching?
2 Who brought the sinful woman to
Him?
3 Why did they take her to Jesus?
4 What was their question?
5 What was Jesus' answer?
6 Why did the accusers leave?
7 Why did Jesus say, "Sin no more"?
8 How can one have his sins forgiven?

There are some people today who scheme to get others into
trouble. They are quick to report another. At the same time there
is sin in their own lives. Sometimes by their reports concerning
others they try to cover up in their lives a thing which displeases
God. In planning to harm another, beware lest the trick turn.
"Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Romans
12:19).

Guilty but Forgiven
The woman was left alone with Jesus, for her accusers fled. We

do not read that she tried to excuse herself, or even that she tried to
mention some good thing in her life. She stood before Jesus, guilty
and condemned, no doubt with her head bowed in shame. Jesus
said, "Go, and sin no more." Those words imply that He forgave
her sins and gave her the power to sin no more.

What joy and peace must have filled her heart! She had
been taken by the crowd to be killed. Between her and death was
Jesus who changed it all. She was given life instead of death,
peace in place of condemnation, victory over sin where there had
been bondage. Jesus gave her those good things. He took only her
sins. She must have gone away rejoicing, for the old life of sin
was gone. No longer would her sins loom up before her. They
were forgiven, cast into the sea of Jesus' forgiveness, to be
remembered no more against her forever (Micah 7:19 19 He will
turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our
iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea. Psalm 103:12 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far
hath he removed our transgressions from us. Jeremiah 31:34 34

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every
man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their

sin no more). She could look forward to a new life (Romans 6:4 4

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,

even so we also should walk in newness of life). The old things
had passed away and all things became new (2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new).

Salvation
Those who have sin in their lives are as guilty as this woman.

There is judgment of death pronounced upon the sinful. "The soul
that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:4). Jesus changes that death
sentence when He forgives a sinner. "The wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord"
(Romans 6:23). What joy and peace fill the heart of one who
repents! He feels clean, for the Blood of Jesus cleanses him from all
unrighteousness when he repents (I John 1:7). He can look
forward, too, to a life above sin. As Jesus told the woman to sin no
more, so He expects those who are saved today, to sin no more.
What a good feeling to know that God will give one power to keep
sin out of his life! "The God of Israel is he that giveth strength
and power unto his people" (Psalm 68:35). "I the LORD have called
thee in righteousne.ss, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee"
(Isaiah 42:6). "The Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep
you from evil" (II Thessalonians 3:3). "The peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7).


