
Guarding the Truth: Godly
Jealousy, False Teachers, and
the Cost of Faithful Ministry

Key Text: 2 Corinthians 11

Key Verse(s): “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so 
your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (2 
Corinthians 11:3)

Background to the Study
Chapter 11 opens one of Paul’s most forceful and personal responses to the problems in Corinth. The church 
was under attack from men who claimed authority but taught a different message. Paul answers them with sharp 
words and strong irony. He even adopts the voice of his opponents and pretends to boast in order to expose 
how hollow their claims really are. This tactic may seem odd, but it is driven by a deep pastoral concern. Paul 
asks the Corinthians to bear with his boasting because it comes from love and a godly jealousy for their faith. He 
fears that their minds might be led away from the simple trust they once had in Christ.

Paul explains that his plain way of speaking is not a lack of conviction but a lack of training in polished rhetoric. 
He is not trying to win applause with clever speech. Instead he speaks plainly and honestly so that the truth will 
be clear. He warns that the deceivers are subtle, like the serpent, and that their methods are designed to corrupt 
the church from within. These false teachers present a different Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel. 
Because Satan can disguise himself as an angel of light, false ministers may appear attractive while leading 
people astray.

To show he is sincere, Paul points out that he refused financial support from the Corinthians. His opponents 
accepted payment and used that fact to discredit him. Paul allowed other churches to support him so that no 
one could accuse him of preaching for money. He even says, with biting irony, that he “robbed” other churches 
to serve the Corinthians. In other words, he accepted help from elsewhere so he could serve them without 
burdening them or giving his critics an opening.

As the chapter continues, Paul drops the mask of irony and names the problem plainly. The men who claimed to 
be apostles were not true servants of Christ. They were imitation apostles who sought to elevate themselves by 
putting down Paul. They boasted in worldly credentials and clever speech, but their lives did not match their 
claims. Paul calls them out as false, and he warns the Corinthians to test every teacher by the gospel and by the 
fruit of their lives.

Paul then offers a very different kind of boasting. Instead of listing honours and privileges, he lists sufferings and 
sacrifices. He recounts beatings, imprisonments, shipwrecks, sleepless nights, hunger, and constant danger. He 
tells of being lowered in a basket through a city wall to escape danger. These are not things to boast about for 
pride. They are the marks of a servant who has given himself fully for the sake of the churches. Paul contrasts his 
costly service with the easy, flattering ministry of the impostors. Where they sought status and praise, Paul 
endured hardship for the gospel.



The chapter also shows how the false teachers tried to impose strict, showy practices and to win followers by 
appearing more spiritual. Paul finds this strange and dangerous because it draws attention away from the simple 
devotion to Christ. His long list of trials is meant to prove that true ministry is measured by faithfulness and 
sacrifice rather than by clever words or public acclaim. Above all, Paul’s love for the Corinthians is clear. He is 
willing to appear foolish, to suffer, and to speak plainly if it will keep them faithful to the true gospel.

For the church today, Paul’s words are a warning and a guide. We must test teachers by their message and by the 
life they live. We must value plain truth over polished speech and faithfulness over popularity. We must 
recognise that true service often involves sacrifice. And we must guard the simplicity of our devotion to Christ 
so that subtle errors do not lead us away from the gospel we first received.

Testimony from Our Day

Harold Barrett often told how, early in his Christian walk, he promised God that he would never leave a 
church service without spending time at the altar of prayer. He kept that promise. Over the years God gave 
him a deep burden for souls and the gift of tears for the lost. He had no formal theological training, no 
doctorate, and no special language skills, but he had a heart that would not let him be idle.

Before going overseas, Harold and his wife welcomed hundreds of merchant seamen into their home. He 
taught in Sunday school, joined open air meetings, and prayed without ceasing for those who had not yet 
believed. When the call to Korea came, he and his wife went with what they had: time, money, and a 
willingness to serve. God used their faithfulness. Over two decades their work helped establish seven 
Apostolic Faith churches and brought many souls to Christ.

Harold’s life shows what Paul meant when he said true ministry is proved by sacrifice and love rather than 
by polished speech or public honours. His credentials were not on a résumé but in a life spent praying, 
serving, and suffering for the gospel. That kind of witness cannot be faked. It is the kind of spiritual résumé 
that validates a ministry and strengthens a church.

A Closer Look

Question 1 In what way was Satan trying to beguile the Corinthians from the simplicity that is in 
Christ? (II Corinthians 11:3-4) How does Paul describe his opponents and their 
tactics, and why does he call them dangerous? (II Corinthians 11:13-15) 

Question 2 What can we learn from Paul's willingness to sacrifice personal rights for the 
progress of the Gospel? (II Corinthians 11:7-12) How can a believer distinguish 
genuine biblical teaching from something that sounds spiritual but is false? 
(Galatians 1:6-9)

Question 3 What practical steps can we take to guard our hearts and minds from false 
teachers? (Matthew 7:15–20; Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Question 4 What kinds of achievements or credentials can Christians be tempted to value more 
highly than spiritual character? (II Corinthians 11;16=21) How can we recognise the 
difference between giving a testimony of God's work and boasting in ourselves? 

Question 5 Certain members of the Corinthian church had resorted to discrediting Paul, while 



boasting of their own qualifications. Paul boldly rejected the idea that he was 
inferior to these men, who claimed divine authority but whose claims were false. He 
intentionally mimicked them by providing details of his own “résumé,” which was 
far superior in the Gospel. What personal experiences did Paul list that proved his 
authority? 2 Corinthians 11:23-33

Question 6 What types of false teaching are prevalent in our society today? How can we equip 
ourselves to recognize their errors and stand against them? (Read Colossians 2:8; 
Ephesians 4:14-15; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22)

Take Home

Our world still faces many cults, heresies, and deceptive ideas, so we must stay vigilant to protect the 
truth of God’s Word. Test every teaching against Scripture, rely on sound church leadership, and hold fast to 
the simple devotion to Christ that Paul urged.

The trials we endure for the gospel shape our character and strengthen our witness. Suffering refines faith, 
proves the authenticity of service, and equips us to serve others more faithfully. Let hardship drive us to 
deeper dependence on Christ and to a bolder, more compassionate ministry.


