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OOFFFFIICCEERRSS IINN TTHHEE CCHHUURRCCHH
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: AAccttss 66::11--77;; II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::44--66,,1155--2288;; EEpphheessiiaannss 44::11--88,, 1111--1133;; II TTiimmootthhyy 33::11--1133;;

55::1177--1199;; TTiittuuss 11::55--99;; II PPeetteerr 55::11--55..
LESSON 288 Senior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble”  (I Peter 5:5).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James 
Version

BIBLE REFERENCES:

Acts 6:1-7 1 And in those 
days, when the number of 
the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians 
against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were 
neglected in the daily 
ministration. 
2 Then the twelve called 
the multitude of the 
disciples unto them, and 
said, It is not reason that 
we should leave the word 
of God, and serve tables. 
3 Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye out among you 
seven men of honest 
report, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this 
business. 
4 But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the 
word. 
5 And the saying pleased 
the whole multitude: and 
they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolas a 
proselyte of Antioch: 
6 Whom they set before 
the apostles: and when 
they had prayed, they laid 
their hands on them. 
7 And the word of God 
increased; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied 
in Jerusalem greatly; and 
a great company of the 

II TThhee PPuurrppoossee ooff RReessppoonnssiibbllee OOffffiicciiaallss iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh
11.. IInn oorrddeerr tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss wwoorrkk mmiigghhtt bbee ssuucccceessssffuull,, GGoodd oorrddaaiinneedd tthhaatt tthhee

rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ffoorr iitt bbee ddiissttrriibbuutteedd aammoonngg tthhee bbooddyy ooff bbeelliieevveerrss,, II
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::44--66,, 1188--2200..

1 Corinthians 12:14 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 
22.. HHoonnoouurr oonnee ffoorr tthhee ootthheerr,, aanndd uunniittyy,, mmuusstt eexxiisstt,, II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::1155--1177,,

2211--2266;; 77::2200;; EEpphheessiiaannss 44::11--66..
1 Corinthians 7:20 20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he 

was called. 
33.. TThhee ssppiirriittuuaall ooffffiicceerrss wweerree ffiirrsstt aappppooiinntteedd,, ssiinnccee ssppiirriittuuaall mmaatttteerrss ttaakkee

pprreecceeddeennccee oovveerr tthhee tteemmppoorraall,, II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::2277,, 2288;; EEpphheessiiaannss 44::88,,
1111--1133..

44.. TThhee qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss ooff aa mmiinniisstteerr aanndd oovveerrsseeeerr aarree vveerryy eexxaaccttiinngg,, EEpphheessiiaannss
44::77;; TTiittuuss 11::55--99;; II PPeetteerr 55::22--55;;

1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. 
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus; 
6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 
7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the 
truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
verity. 

1 Timothy 4:1-16
1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; 
2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron; 
3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which 
God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 
believe and know the truth. 
4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be 
received with thanksgiving: 
5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt 
be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith 
and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 
7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather
unto godliness. 
8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come. 
9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 
10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust 
in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that 
believe. 
11 These things command and teach. 
12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity. 
13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 
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priests were obedient to 
the faith. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 4 

Now there are diversities 
of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. 
5 And there are differences 
of administrations, but the 
same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the 
same God which worketh 
all in all. 

1 Corinthians 12:15-28 
15 If the foot shall say, 
Because I am not the 
hand, I am not of the 
body; is it therefore not of 
the body? 
16 And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, 
I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were
an eye, where were the 
hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where were the 
smelling? 
18 But now hath God set 
the members every one of 
them in the body, as it 
hath pleased him. 
19 And if they were all one 
member, where were the 
body? 
20 But now are they many 
members, yet but one 
body. 
21 And the eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee: nor again 
the head to the feet, I 
have no need of you. 
22 Nay, much more those 
members of the body, 
which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary: 
23 And those members of 
the body, which we think 
to be less honourable, 

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
profiting may appear to all. 
16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for 
in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. 

2 Timothy 2:6 
6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom; 
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

2 Timothy 4:5 
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

Romans 11:29 
29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

1 Corinthians 14:32
32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

2 Corinthians 6:1-10
1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye 

receive not the grace of God in vain. 
2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of 
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.) 
3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 
4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in 
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 
5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
fastings; 
6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as 
deceivers, and yet true; 
9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as 
chastened, and not killed; 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Acts 20:28 
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

IIII TThhee IInnssttiittuuttiioonn ooff tthhee OOffffiicceerrss iinn tthhee EEaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh
11.. TThhee iinnccrreeaassee ooff tthhee nnuummbbeerrss ooff ddiisscciipplleess bbrroouugghhtt ggrreeaatteerr pprroobb--lleemmss ttoo tthhee

AAppoossttlleess,, AAccttss 66::11..
22.. RReeaalliizziinngg tthhee ggrreeaatt iimmppoorrttaannccee ooff tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk,, tthhee AAppoossttlleess

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd ttoo ddeevvoottee tthheeiirr ttiimmee ttoo iitt,, AAccttss 66::22,, 44..
33.. TThhee ssppiirriittuuaall qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss ffoorr tthhoossee ddooiinngg tteemmppoorraall wwoorrkk aarree sshhoowwnn ttoo bbee

mmuucchh tthhee ssaammee aass ffoorr tthhoossee ddooiinngg ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk,, AAccttss 66::33..
44.. DDeeaaccoonnss wweerree aappppooiinntteedd aanndd eexxhhoorrtteedd ffaaiitthhffuullllyy ttoo ccaarree ffoorr tthhee tteemmppoorraall

nneeeeddss,, AAccttss 66::55--77;; II TTiimmootthhyy 33::88--1133..
PPhhiilliippppiiaannss 11::11

11 PPaauull aanndd TTiimmootthheeuuss,, tthhee sseerrvvaannttss ooff JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt,, ttoo aallll tthhee ssaaiinnttss iinn
CChhrriisstt JJeessuuss wwhhiicchh aarree aatt PPhhiilliippppii,, wwiitthh tthhee bbiisshhooppss aanndd ddeeaaccoonnss::

PPhhiilliippppiiaannss 11::99--1111
99 AAnndd tthhiiss II pprraayy,, tthhaatt yyoouurr lloovvee mmaayy aabboouunndd yyeett mmoorree aanndd mmoorree iinn
kknnoowwlleeddggee aanndd iinn aallll jjuuddggmmeenntt;;
1100 TThhaatt yyee mmaayy aapppprroovvee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt aarree eexxcceelllleenntt;; tthhaatt yyee mmaayy bbee
ssiinncceerree aanndd wwiitthhoouutt ooffffeennccee ttiillll tthhee ddaayy ooff CChhrriisstt;;
1111 BBeeiinngg ffiilllleedd wwiitthh tthhee ffrruuiittss ooff rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, wwhhiicchh aarree bbyy JJeessuuss
CChhrriisstt,, uunnttoo tthhee gglloorryy aanndd pprraaiissee ooff GGoodd..

55.. EEllddeerrss hhaavvee aa ppllaaccee iinn tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk aanndd aarree ffoouunndd aammoonngg tthhee
mmiinniisstteerrss,, oovveerrsseeeerrss,, oorr llaayy ppeerrssoonnnneell,, TTiittuuss 11::55,, 66;;

1 Timothy 5:17 
17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 

Acts 11:29-30 
29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to 
send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 
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upon these we bestow 
more abundant honour; 
and our uncomely parts
have more abundant 
comeliness. 
24 For our comely parts
have no need: but God 
hath tempered the body 
together, having given 
more abundant honour to 
that part which lacked: 
25 That there should be no 
schism in the body; but 
that the members should 
have the same care one 
for another. 
26 And whether one 
member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or 
one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice 
with it. 
27 Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in 
particular. 
28 And God hath set some 
in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of 
tongues. 

Ephesians 4:1-8 1 I 
therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are 
called, 
2 With all lowliness and 
meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love; 
3 Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 
4 There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your 
calling; 
5 One Lord, one faith, one 

30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul. 

Acts 14:23 
23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had 
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed. 

Acts 15:1-6 
1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, 
and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved. 
2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and 
certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. 
3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through 
Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and 
they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 
4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the 
church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things 
that God had done with them. 
5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, 
saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them
to keep the law of Moses. 
6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this 
matter. 

Acts 15:22-23 
22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men 
among the brethren: 
23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and 
elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: 

Acts 16:4 
4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees 
for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were 
at Jerusalem. 

Acts 20:17 
17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the 
church. 

Acts 20:28 
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Acts 21:18 
18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the 
elders were present. 

James 5:14 
14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

1 Peter 5:1-5 
1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and 
a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory 
that shall be revealed: 
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

66.. PPrroommoottiioonn iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt iiss nnoott bbyy mmaann’’ss ddeessiiggnn oorr tthhrroouugghh ddeessiirree
ttoo bbee eexxaalltteedd aabboovvee mmeenn,,

Psalm 75:6-7 
6 For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor 
from the south. 
7 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another. 

Galatians 5:20 
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baptism, 
6 One God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 
7 But unto every one of us 
is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of 
Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, 
When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts 
unto men. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 11 

And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness 
of Christ: 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 1 This 
is a true saying, If a man 
desire the office of a 
bishop, he desireth a good 
work. 
2 A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of 
one wife, vigilant, sober, 
of good behaviour, given 
to hospitality, apt to 
teach; 
3 Not given to wine, no 
striker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre; but patient, not a 
brawler, not covetous; 
4 One that ruleth well his 
own house, having his 
children in subjection with 
all gravity; 
5 (For if a man know not 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 

1 Peter 5:2-3 
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord. 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for 
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel! 
17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, 
a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 
18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I 
may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my 
power in the gospel. 
19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant 
unto all, that I might gain the more. 
20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to 
them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them 
that are under the law; 
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law 
to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are 
without law. 
22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof 
with you. 

2 Corinthians 3:5-6 
5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of 
the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life. 

2 Corinthians 5:18 
18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

Colossians 1:1 
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus 
our brother, 

1 Timothy 1:12 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 

77.. TThhoossee wwhhoo sseerrvvee tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt iinn ffuullllttiimmee ccaappaacciittyy oorr sseerrvviiccee aarree
aauutthhoorriizzeedd ttoo rreecceeiivvee ssuuppppoorrtt ffrroomm tthhee CChhuurrcchh wwhheenn nneecceessssaarryy aanndd
ppoossssiibbllee,,

Matthew 10:9-10 
9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 
10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet 
staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. 

1 Corinthians 9:7-15 
7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a 
vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, 
and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? 
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the 
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how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take 
care of the church of 
God?) 
6 Not a novice, lest being 
lifted up with pride he fall 
into the condemnation of 
the devil. 
7 Moreover he must have a 
good report of them which 
are without; lest he fall 
into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 
8 Likewise must the 
deacons be grave, not 
doubletongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy 
of filthy lucre; 
9 Holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure 
conscience. 
10 And let these also first 
be proved; then let them 
use the office of a deacon, 
being found blameless. 
11 Even so must their wives 
be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. 
12 Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and 
their own houses well. 
13 For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well
purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which 
is in Christ Jesus. 

1 Timothy 5:17-19 17 Let 
the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double 
honour, especially they 
who labour in the word 
and doctrine. 
18 For the scripture saith, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the 
corn. And, The labourer is
worthy of his reward. 
19 Against an elder receive 

mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for 
oxen? 
10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this
is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that 
thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 
11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we 
shall reap your carnal things? 
12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? 
Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we 
should hinder the gospel of Christ. 
13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of 
the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers 
with the altar? 
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel. 
15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these 
things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to 
die, than that any man should make my glorying void. 

1 Corinthians 9:18 
18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I 
may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my 
power in the gospel. 

1 Corinthians 16:17 
17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: 
for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. 

Galatians 6:6 
6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things. 

Philippians 4:14 
14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with 
my affliction. 

1 Timothy 5:18 
18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. 

Hebrews 13:16 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

Acts 18:1-3 
1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 
2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come 
from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had 
commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them. 
3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and 
wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers. 

Acts 20:33-35 
33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 
34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me. 
35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

1 Thessalonians 2:9 
9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring 
night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, 
we preached unto you the gospel of God. 

1 Thessalonians 3:7-9 
7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction 
and distress by your faith:
8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. 
9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy 
wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; 

88.. HHoonnoouurr aanndd oobbeeddiieennccee aarree dduuee tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree ccaalllleedd ttoo ppoossiittiioonnss ooff
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy,,

1 Timothy 5:17-19 
17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 
18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. 
19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses. 

Hebrews 13:7 
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not an accusation, but 
before two or three 
witnesses. 

Titus 1:5-9 5 For this 
cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in 
order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders 
in every city, as I had 
appointed thee: 
6 If any be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, 
having faithful children not 
accused of riot or unruly. 
7 For a bishop must be 
blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not 
soon angry, not given to 
wine, no striker, not given 
to filthy lucre; 
8 But a lover of hospitality, 
a lover of good men, 
sober, just, holy, 
temperate; 
9 Holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers. 

1 Peter 5:1-5 1 The 
elders which are among 
you I exhort, who am also 
an elder, and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, 
and also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be 
revealed: 
2 Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, 
taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords 
over God's heritage, but 
being ensamples to the 
flock. 
4 And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye 

7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto 
you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their
conversation. 

Hebrews 13:17-18 
17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for 
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 
18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things 
willing to live honestly. 

1 Corinthians 16:15-16 
15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is 
the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the 
ministry of the saints,) 
16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth 
with us, and laboureth. 

1 Peter 5:5 
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

Romans 15:30 
30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and 
for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers 
to God for me; 

Galatians 4:14 
14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor 
rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 2:25-30 
25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your 
messenger, and he that ministered to my wants. 
26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that 
ye had heard that he had been sick. 
27 For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; 
and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon 
sorrow. 
28 I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, 
ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful. 
29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in 
reputation: 
30 Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me. 

1 Thessalonians 5:12 
12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 

1 Thessalonians 5:13 
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be 
at peace among yourselves. 

NOTES:
TThhee GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooff tthhee EEaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh

GGoodd bbeeggaann ttoo bblleessss tthhee eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy aafftteerr tthhee oouuttppoouurriinngg ooff
tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt oonn tthhee DDaayy ooff PPeenntteeccoosstt,, aanndd tthhee pprroommiisseedd ssiiggnnss bbeeggaann ttoo
ffoollllooww tthhee mmiinniissttrraattiioonnss ooff tthhee AAppoossttlleess.. ““TThhee nnuummbbeerr ooff tthhee ddiisscciipplleess wwaass
mmuullttiipplliieedd”” aanndd wwiitthh tthhaatt iinnccrreeaassee tthheerree ccaammee aallssoo cceerrttaaiinn aaddddiittiioonnaall
pprroobblleemmss..

TThhee AAppoossttlleess,, aaccttiinngg oonn tthheeiirr uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg ooff GGoodd’’ss wwiillll ffoorr tthheemm,, ccaalllleedd
tthhee mmuullttiittuuddee ooff ddiisscciipplleess ttooggeetthheerr ttoo ddiissccuussss tthhee pprroobblleemmss ooccccaassiioonneedd bbyy tthhee
pphheennoommeennaall ggrroowwtthh ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. WWee ccaann sseeee,, iinn eevveenn tthheessee eeaarrllyy aaccttss ooff
tthhee AAppoossttlleess,, tthhee mmeetthhooddss tthhaatt GGoodd hhaass ssaannccttiioonneedd aanndd aapppprroovveedd ffoorr tthhee
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooff HHiiss CChhuurrcchh aanndd ffoorr ttaakkiinngg ccaarree ooff bbootthh tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall aanndd
tteemmppoorraall mmaatttteerrss ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. TThheessee tthhiinnggss,, aallssoo,, aarree ““wwrriitttteenn ffoorr oouurr
aaddmmoonniittiioonn,, uuppoonn wwhhoomm tthhee eennddss ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd aarree ccoommee”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss
1100::1111)).. HHeerree,, iinn tthhee AAccttss ooff tthhee AAppoossttlleess,, wwee hhaavvee mmaannyy eexxaammpplleess sseett ffoorrtthh
tthhaatt sshhooww uuss hhooww ttoo ccoonndduucctt oouurr wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd aanndd hhooww ttoo aaddmmiinniisstteerr tthhee
tteemmppoorraall dduuttiieess ooff tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee LLoorrdd..

TThhee AAppoossttlleess hhaadd ffeelltt tthhee ccaallll ooff GGoodd vveerryy kkeeeennllyy.. TThheeyy wweerree nnoott
uunnmmiinnddffuull ooff tthhee rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess tthhaatt wweerree tthheeiirrss,, aanndd wwhhiicchh wweerree ttoo bbee
ppaasssseedd oonn ttoo aallll ffoolllloowweerrss ooff CChhrriisstt bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee GGrreeaatt CCoommmmiissssiioonn



Officers in the Church 7 of  11

shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not 
away. 
5 Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be 
subject one to another, 
and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. 

((Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen)).. TThhee aaccttiioonn tthheeyy ttooookk aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee wwaass ddeessiiggnneedd ttoo aallllooww tthheemm
ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee ddooiinngg tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk wwhhiicchh hhaadd aallrreeaaddyy bbeeeenn ooccccuuppyyiinngg tthheeiirr
eennttiirree ttiimmee aanndd ttoo gguuaarraanntteeee tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd nnoott hhaavvee ttoo lleeaavvee iitt ttoo ddoo tthhee
wwoorrkk wwhhiicchh ootthheerrss ccoouulldd ddoo wwhhoo wweerree nnoott aatt tthhaatt ttiimmee ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ccaalllleedd ttoo
tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh..

UUnniivveerrssaall RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh
IItt iiss aallwwaayyss bbeetttteerr,, eessppeecciiaallllyy iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, iiff rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ccaann

bbee ddiissttrriibbuutteedd aammoonngg aass mmaannyy ppeeooppllee aass ppoossssiibbllee.. TThhiiss iiss aa ssoouunndd pprraaccttiiccee ffoorr
sseevveerraall rreeaassoonnss.. IInn tthhee ffiirrsstt ppllaaccee,, tthheerree aarree ttoo bbee nnoo ““lloorrddss oovveerr GGoodd’’ss
hheerriittaaggee”” ((II PPeetteerr 55::33)),, bbuutt aallll aarree ttoo bbee ““ccllootthheedd wwiitthh hhuummiilliittyy”” aanndd ““ssuubbjjeecctt
oonnee ttoo aannootthheerr”” ((II PPeetteerr 55::55)).. LLiikkee tthhee ssttoonneess tthhaatt wweerree ccuutt aanndd sshhaappeedd iinn
tthhee qquuaarrrriieess aanndd tthheenn bbrroouugghhtt ttoo tthhee TTeemmppllee ssiittee,, tthhee ssaaiinnttss ooff GGoodd aarree
pprreeppaarreedd bbyy GGoodd ffoorr aa ssppeecciiffiicc ppllaaccee iinn HHiiss CChhuurrcchh.. AAllll tthhee ttrruuee ppeeooppllee ooff
GGoodd hhaavvee aa ppllaaccee iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee LLoorrdd.. NNoonnee aarree eexxcclluuddeedd.. NNoonnee aarree
ffoorrggootttteenn.. NNoonnee aarree ccoonnssiiddeerreedd aass uunnwwoorrtthhyy ooff ssoommee ppllaaccee iinn tthhee sseerrvviiccee ooff
GGoodd --–– iinn aa ccaappaacciittyy tthhaatt ffiittss tthheeiirr ccaappaabbiilliittiieess --–– iiff tthheeyy aarree ttrruuee cchhiillddrreenn ooff
GGoodd.. NNoonnee aarree ttoo bbee iinnaaccttiivvee.. AAllll hhaavvee ppllaacceess ttoo ffiillll --–– hhuummbbllee oorr uunnnnoottiicceedd
tthhoouugghh tthheeyy mmaayy bbee --–– aanndd eeaacchh oonnee wwiillll bbee rreewwaarrddeedd ffoorr tthhee mmaannnneerr iinn
wwhhiicchh hhee ffiillllss hhiiss GGoodd--ggiivveenn rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy..

SSiinnccee wwee aarree aallll hhuummaann bbeeiinnggss,, ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo tthhee lliimmiittaattiioonnss ooff aa ffiinniittee mmiinndd,,
nnoo oonnee ooff uuss ccaann sseeee oorr uunnddeerrssttaanndd aallll pphhaasseess ooff tthhee pprroobblleemmss tthhaatt rreegguullaarrllyy
ccoommee uupp iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee LLoorrdd.. SSoommee aarree ggiifftteedd aalloonngg cceerrttaaiinn lliinneess aanndd
ootthheerrss aalloonngg lliinneess tthhaatt aarree ffaarr ddiiffffeerreenntt.. SSoommee aarree eellooqquueenntt iinn ssppeeeecchh aanndd
ssoommee aarree sskkiilllleedd iinn tteecchhnniiccaall aabbiilliittiieess.. SSoommee aarree hheessiittaanntt aalloonngg ssoommee
ppaarrttiiccuullaarr lliinnee ooff wwoorrkk wwhhiillee bbeeiinngg bboollddllyy ccoonnffiiddeenntt aalloonngg aannootthheerr.. AAllll hhaavvee aa
ppllaaccee aanndd aallll aarree nneeeeddeedd..

WWee mmuusstt aallll ddeeppeenndd uuppoonn oonnee aannootthheerr.. WWhheerree oonnee ccaannnnoott ffiillll tthhee nneeeedd,,
aannootthheerr mmuusstt ttaakkee uupp tthhee ttoorrcchh,, ssoo ttoo ssppeeaakk,, aanndd ccaarrrryy oonn.. WWhheerree oonnee iiss
iinnccaappaabbllee ooff ffuullffiilllliinngg aa ttaasskk,, aannootthheerr mmuusstt ggiivvee aa hheellppiinngg hhaanndd,, aann
eennccoouurraaggiinngg wwoorrdd,, oorr aann iinntteerrcceessssoorryy pprraayyeerr.. TTrreemmeennddoouuss tthhiinnggss ccaann bbee
aaccccoommpplliisshheedd ffoorr GGoodd aanndd ffoorr mmaannkkiinndd iiff tthhee ttrruuee ssppiirriitt ooff ccoo--ooppeerraattiioonn eexxiissttss
iinn tthhee bbooddyy ooff bbeelliieevveerrss..

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss ooff WWoorrkkeerrss
IItt iiss eexxttrreemmeellyy iinntteerreessttiinngg ttoo sseeee hhooww tthhee eesssseennttiiaall qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss sseett ffoorrtthh

bbyy tthhee AAppoossttlleess ddiiffffeerr ffrroomm tthhoossee uussuuaallllyy llooookkeedd ffoorr bbyy eeaarrtthhllyy eexxaammiinneerrss..
MMeenn ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd llooookk ffoorr qquuaalliittiieess tthhaatt aarree llaarrggeellyy mmiissssiinngg ffrroomm tthhiiss lliisstt ggiivveenn
bbyy tthhee AAppoossttlleess..

““MMeenn ooff hhoonneesstt rreeppoorrtt,, ffuullll ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt aanndd wwiissddoomm”” wweerree tthhoossee
wwhhoo ccoouulldd bbee uusseedd iinn GGoodd’’ss sseerrvviiccee.. OOnnee mmiigghhtt aasskk:: ““WWhhyy ppllaaccee ssoo mmuucchh
eemmpphhaassiiss oonn tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss iinn tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree ttoo ddoo aa sstteewwaarrdd’’ss
wwoorrkk?? WWeerree nnoott tthheessee mmeenn mmeerreellyy ttoo ttaakkee ccaarree ooff tthhee ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn ooff tthhee
ffoooodd aanndd pphhyyssiiccaall nneecceessssiittiieess ooff tthhee ggrroouupp??”” YYeess,, tthhaatt wwaass ttoo bbee tthheeiirr
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy.. BBuutt ffoorr eevveenn tthhaatt wwoorrkk,, aanndd ffoorr aannyy ootthheerr wwoorrkk iinn tthhee
KKiinnggddoomm ccaauussee,, iitt iiss nneecceessssaarryy tthhaatt tthhee sseerrvvaanntt ooff CChhrriisstt bbee ““ooff hhoonneesstt
rreeppoorrtt,, ffuullll ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt aanndd wwiissddoomm..””

NNaattuurraallllyy,, oonnee mmuusstt bbee ooff hhoonneesstt rreeppoorrtt ttoo bbee aa mmeemmbbeerr ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff
CChhrriisstt.. HHiiss ffoorrmmeerr ddiisshhoonneessttyy iiss ggoonnee.. HHee iiss aa nneeww ccrreeaattuurree.. HHee nnoo lloonnggeerr
wwaallkkss iinn tthhee ppaatthhss ooff ddiisshhoonneessttyy.. TThheerreeffoorree,, iiff tthhee aapppplliiccaanntt’’ss lliiffee iiss
qquueessttiioonnaabbllee aalloonngg aannyy lliinnee ooff hhoonneessttyy oorr ppeerrssoonnaall iinntteeggrriittyy,, iitt ccaann bbee rriigghhttllyy
ssaaiidd tthhaatt hhee iiss aaccttuuaallllyy nnoott aa mmeemmbbeerr ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt aanndd hhaass nnoo rriigghhtt
ttoo sseerrvvee iinn aannyy ccaappaacciittyy aass aa rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee ooff tthhaatt CChhuurrcchh..

PPaauull tthhee AAppoossttllee sseett ffoorrtthh ssoommee ooff tthheessee qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss iinn mmoorree ddeettaaiill wwhheenn
iinnssttrruuccttiinngg tthhoossee uunnddeerr hhiiss iinnfflluueennccee.. HHee ssaaiidd tthhaatt ssuucchh mmuusstt bbee bbllaammeelleessss,,
nnoott aann aadduulltteerreerr;; hhee mmuusstt bbee aa vviiggiillaanntt ppeerrssoonn wwhhoo iiss ssoobbeerr,, ooff ggoooodd
bbeehhaavviioouurr,, ggiivveenn ttoo hhoossppiittaalliittyy,, wwiilllliinngg ttoo rreecceeiivvee iinnssttrruuccttiioonn,, aanndd ccaappaabbllee ooff
tteeaacchhiinngg ootthheerrss iiff tthhaatt iiss hhiiss ccaallll.. HHee mmuusstt nnoott bbee aa qquuaarrrreellssoommee ppeerrssoonn,, nnoott
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ggrreeeeddyy ffoorr mmoonneeyy oorr ppeerrssoonnaall ggaaiinn,, nnoott ccoonntteennttiioouuss oorr ffiilllleedd wwiitthh eennmmiittyy,, aanndd
mmoosstt cceerrttaaiinnllyy nnoott ccoovveettoouuss.. HHiiss cchhiillddrreenn sshhoouulldd bbee wweellll ddiisscciipplliinneedd aanndd hhiiss
hhoouusseehhoolldd rruulleedd wwiitthh ddiilliiggeennccee aanndd ppaatteerrnnaall aaffffeeccttiioonn..

BBuutt tthheessee qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss aarree nnoott aallll tthhaatt aarree mmeennttiioonneedd aass bbeelloonnggiinngg ttoo
tthhoossee wwhhoo sseerrvvee iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff GGoodd.. TThhoossee wwhhoo aarree tthhuuss ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy
ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd mmuusstt aallssoo bbee ffiilllleedd wwiitthh tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt aanndd wwiissddoomm.. IItt iiss
ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt tthhaatt tthhee wwoorrdd wwiissddoomm iiss hheerree mmeennttiioonneedd iinn ccoonnnneeccttiioonn wwiitthh tthhee
HHoollyy GGhhoosstt..

TThhee wwiissddoomm tthhaatt wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee,, iiff wwee aarree ffaaiitthhffuullllyy ggooiinngg ttoo eexxeeccuuttee tthhee
sseerrvviiccee ooff GGoodd,, iiss tthhaatt wwiissddoomm wwhhiicchh ccoommeetthh ffrroomm aabboovvee.. TThhiiss iiss nnoott tthhee
wwiissddoomm tthhaatt iiss eeaarrtthhllyy,, sseennssuuaall,, aanndd ddeevviilliisshh,, wwhhiicchh ssppoonnssoorrss eennvvyyiinnggss aanndd
ssttrriiffee.. TThhee wwiissddoomm tthhaatt ccoommeess ffrroomm GGoodd iiss ““ffiirrsstt ppuurree,, tthheenn ppeeaacceeaabbllee,,
ggeennttllee,, aanndd eeaassyy ttoo bbee eennttrreeaatteedd,, ffuullll ooff mmeerrccyy aanndd ggoooodd ffrruuiittss,, wwiitthhoouutt
ppaarrttiiaalliittyy,, aanndd wwiitthhoouutt hhyyppooccrriissyy”” ((JJaammeess 33::1177)).. WWee ccaann aasskk ffoorr iitt iinn ffaaiitthh,,
nnootthhiinngg wwaavveerriinngg,, bbeeccaauussee GGoodd ggiivveess iitt ““ttoo aallll mmeenn lliibbeerraallllyy”” ((JJaammeess 11::55,, 66))..
TThheerree iiss,, tthheerreeffoorree,, nnoo eexxccuussee ffoorr tthhee oonnee wwhhoo ddooeess nnoott hhaavvee iitt.. IIff hhee ddooeess
nnoott hhaavvee iitt,, tthhee rreeaassoonn ffoorr hhiiss llaacckk iiss ssiimmppllyy tthhaatt hhee hhaass nnoott aasskkeedd ffoorr iitt bbuutt
hhaass bbeeeenn ccoonntteenntt ttoo ggoo oonn iinn hhiiss oowwnn wwiissddoomm,, hhiiss oowwnn ssaaggaacciittyy,, aanndd hhiiss oowwnn
sseellff--ssuuffffiicciieennccyy..

TThhee ffiinnaall nneecceessssaarryy aattttrriibbuuttee iiss tthhee eenndduueemmeenntt ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt.. TThhee
ppaarrttiiccuullaarr tthhiinngg tthhaatt iiss mmeennttiioonneedd hheerree iiss aann aabbiiddiinngg eenndduueemmeenntt ooff tthhaatt
wwoonnddeerrffuull ppoowweerr ffoorr sseerrvviiccee.. IItt iiss tthhee ppoowweerr tthhaatt wwaass pprroommiisseedd bbyy JJeessuuss
bbeeffoorree HHee wweenntt ttoo tthhee CCrroossss ttoo ddiiee aanndd aaggaaiinn bbeeffoorree HHee aasscceennddeedd ttoo HHeeaavveenn..
((John 14:15-26 15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I 
will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye 
see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I 
am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou 
wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He 
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is 
not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 25 These things have I spoken unto 
you, being yet present with you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
John 15:26-27 26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he shall testify of me: 27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye 
have been with me from the beginning. John 16:7-15 7 Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 

And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12 I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. Acts 
1:8 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth)) IItt iiss tthhee nneecceessssaarryy ggiifftt
ffrroomm aabboovvee tthhaatt eeqquuiippss aanndd ccoommmmiissssiioonnss uuss,, mmaakkiinngg uuss ccaappaabbllee ooff lleeaaddiinngg
mmeenn ttoo GGoodd..

OOffffiicceess ooff RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iinn tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc FFaaiitthh WWoorrkk
WWiitthh ccaarreeffuull ddiilliiggeennccee,, tthhee ffiirrsstt GGeenneerraall OOvveerrsseeeerr ooff oouurr oorrggaanniissaattiioonn aanndd

hheerr aassssoocciiaatteess llaaiidd tthhee ffoouunnddaattiioonnss ffoorr tthhiiss oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn ssoo iitt wwoouulldd bbee
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SSccrriippttuurraall iinn eevveerryy wwaayy.. OObbsseerrvviinngg tthhaatt tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall ooffffiicceess wweerree ffiirrsstt
mmeennttiioonneedd,, aanndd ffiirrsstt ffiilllleedd,, iinn tthhee eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh,, tthheessee ppllaacceess ooff rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy
wweerree ffiirrsstt ffiilllleedd aanndd pprriioorriittyy ggiivveenn tthheemm iinn tthhee oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn ooff tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc
FFaaiitthh wwoorrkk..

““TThheerree aarree ddiiffffeerreenncceess ooff aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss”” aanndd ““ddiivveerrssiittiieess ooff ooppeerraattiioonnss””
iinn oouurr wwoorrkk,, aass iinn tthhee eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh.. TThhee pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd iiss tthhee
mmoosstt iimmppoorrttaanntt ffuunnccttiioonn ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh aanndd mmuusstt bbee ccaarrrriieedd oonn bbyy tthhoossee wwhhoo
aarree ccaalllleedd aanndd qquuaalliiffiieedd iinn eevveerryy ggiifftt aanndd ggrraaccee tthhaatt iiss nneecceessssaarryy ffoorr tthhaatt
eexxaaccttiinngg aanndd aallll--ccoonnssuummiinngg wwoorrkk.. IItt mmuusstt hhaavvee pprriioorriittyy oovveerr eevveerryy ootthheerr
ffuunnccttiioonn ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. IItt mmuusstt pprreecceeddee,, iinn rreellaattiivvee iimmppoorrttaannccee,, eevveerryy ootthheerr
tthhiinngg ddoonnee oorr uunnddeerrttaakkeenn bbyy tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. TThhee ooffffiicceess ooff pprroopphheettss ((pprreeaacchheerrss
ooff tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd)),, eevvaannggeelliissttss,, ppaassttoorrss,, aanndd tteeaacchheerrss,, mmuusstt ooff nneecceessssiittyy bbee
ffiilllleedd iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt tthhee ssaaiinnttss mmiigghhtt bbee ppeerrffeecctteedd aanndd tthhee bbooddyy ooff CChhrriissttiiaann
bbeelliieevveerrss eeddiiffiieedd..

AAfftteerr tthheessee ccoommmmoonnllyy ccaalllleedd ssppiirriittuuaall ooffffiicceess wweerree ffiilllleedd,, tthheenn aatttteennttiioonn
wwaass ttuurrnneedd ttoo tthhee ootthheerr rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess iimmppoorrttaanntt ttoo tthhee pprroommuullggaattiioonn ooff tthhee
GGoossppeell ooff CChhrriisstt.. FFrroomm tthhee vveerryy bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc FFaaiitthh wwoorrkk wwee
wweerree ttaauugghhtt tthhaatt tthheerree wwaass ttoo bbee nnoo sscchhiissmm oorr ddiivviissiioonn iinn tthhee bbooddyy.. AAllll aarree ttoo
bbee uunniitteedd iinn tthhaatt uunniittyy tthhaatt ddeeffiieess aannaallyyssiiss aanndd wwhhiicchh iiss ffoouunndd oonnllyy iinn aanndd
bbeettwweeeenn tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree eennttiirreellyy ssaannccttiiffiieedd.. ((Hebrews 2:11 11 For both he that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is 
not ashamed to call them brethren, John 17:9-23 9 I pray for them: I pray 
not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11 

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 
thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given 
me, that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I 
kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 
them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 

And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they 
might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy word; and 
the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou 
hast loved me. 
Ephesians 5:22-32 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever 
yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I 
speak concerning Christ and the church)) WWee wweerree sshhoowwnn tthhaatt aallll tthhiinnggss
mmuusstt bbee ddoonnee uunnttoo eeddiiffyyiinngg,, iinn aa ddeecceenntt aanndd oorrddeerrllyy mmaannnneerr ((1 Corinthians 
14:26 
26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a 
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 1 Corinthians 14:40 40 

Let all things be done decently and in order.)),, ffoorr GGoodd iiss nnoott tthhee aauutthhoorr ooff
ccoonnffuussiioonn ((1 Corinthians 14:33 33 For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.)).. TThhee ssppiirriittss ooff tthhee mmiinniisstteerrss ooff
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tthhee GGoossppeell mmuusstt bbee ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo oonnee aannootthheerr ((1 Corinthians 14:32 32 And the 
spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 1 Peter 5:5-6 5 Likewise, 
ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:)).. AAllssoo wwee,, wwhhoo aarree mmeemmbbeerrss
ooff tthhee bbooddyy ooff bbeelliieevveerrss,, aarree iinnssttrruucctteedd ttoo bbee ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo oonnee aannootthheerr eevveenn aass
tthhee mmiinniisstteerrss ooff tthhee GGoossppeell aarree iinnssttrruucctteedd ttoo ttaakkee iinnttoo ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn tthhee
wwiissddoomm,, jjuuddggmmeenntt,, aanndd ssppiirriittuuaall ddiisscceerrnnmmeenntt ooff tthheeiirr aassssoocciiaattee mmiinniisstteerrss..
NNoonnee ooff uuss,, mmiinniisstteerrss oorr llaayy mmeemmbbeerrss,, aarree ttoo sshhooww aann iinnddeeppeennddeenntt ssppiirriitt oorr
aattttiittuuddee ttoowwaarrdd oonnee aannootthheerr,, nnoorr aarree wwee ttoo ffeeeell sseellff--ssuuffffiicciieenntt iinn aannyy mmaatttteerr..
EEssppeecciiaallllyy aass tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff tthhee LLoorrdd nneeaarrss aanndd tthhee ppoowweerrss ooff ddeecceeppttiioonn
iinnccrreeaassee iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd,, wwee nneeeedd ttoo ddeeppeenndd uuppoonn,, aanndd rreecceeiivvee hheellpp ffrroomm,, oonnee
aannootthheerr iinn eevveerryy ssppiirriittuuaall nneeeedd..

WWee aarree ttoo ““ccoovveett eeaarrnneessttllyy tthhee bbeesstt ggiiffttss”” aanndd ““ccoonntteenndd ffoorr tthhee ffaaiitthh
wwhhiicchh wwaass oonnccee ddeelliivveerreedd uunnttoo tthhee ssaaiinnttss”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::3311;; JJuuddee 33)).. WWee
aarree ttoo ““ssttiirr uupp tthhee ggiifftt ooff GGoodd,,”” wwhhiicchh iiss iinn uuss ((IIII TTiimmootthhyy 11::66)).. WWee aarree ttoo ddoo
wwiitthh oouurr mmiigghhtt wwhhaattssooeevveerr oouurr hhaannddss ffiinndd ttoo ddoo ((Ecclesiastes 9:10 10 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.))..
HHaavviinngg ddoonnee aallll tthheessee tthhiinnggss ttoo tthhee bbeesstt ooff oouurr aabbiilliittyy,, wwee aarree tthheenn aabbllee ttoo
ppuutt oouurr ttrruusstt iinn GGoodd ffoorr HHiiss bblleessssiinngg uuppoonn oouurr eeffffoorrttss.. GGoodd hhaass hhoonnoouurreedd tthhee
wwoorrkk aass iitt hhaass bbeeeenn ccaarrrriieedd oonn,, aanndd HHiiss bblleessssiinngg hhaass bbeeeenn uuppoonn iitt.. BBeeccaauussee
ooff tthhiiss aapppprroovvaall bbyy tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt,, aanndd bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee pprroommiisseedd ssiiggnnss wwhhiicchh
wwee sseeee ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee ssiinncceerree eeffffoorrttss aanndd pprraayyeerrss tthhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn ooffffeerreedd,, wwee
hhaavvee rreeaassoonn ttoo ffeeeell tthhaatt tthhee mmeetthhooddss tthhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn ffoolllloowweedd aarree ccoorrrreecctt..

WWee hhaavvee aa GGeenneerraall OOvveerrsseeeerr,, aanndd aann AAssssiissttaanntt GGeenneerraall OOvveerrsseeeerr,, wwhhoo
ttaakkee tthhee oovveerr--aallll rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ooff tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc FFaaiitthh wwoorrkk.. EEaacchh bbrraanncchh
cchhuurrcchh iiss rreessppoonnssiibbllee ttoo tthhee GGeenneerraall OOvveerrsseeeerr aatt HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss.. RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss
ooff oouurr cciivviill ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,, mmaakkiinngg iitt ppoossssiibbllee ttoo ttrraannssaacctt aallll nneecceessssaarryy lleeggaall
aaffffaaiirrss aanndd ootthheerr aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee mmaatttteerrss ffoorr tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc FFaaiitthh MMiissssiioonn ooff
PPoorrttllaanndd,, OOrreeggoonn,, aanndd aallll iittss bbrraanncchheess,, aarree ttaakkeenn ccaarree ooff bbyy aa BBooaarrdd ooff
TTrruusstteeeess aatt tthhee HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss.. TThhiiss BBooaarrdd ooff TTrruusstteeeess iiss sseelleecctteedd ffrroomm tthhee
mmiinniisstteerriiaall ssttaaffff aanndd aapppprroovveedd bbyy tthhee ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn aatt aa ggeenneerraall bbuussiinneessss
mmeeeettiinngg.. AA SSeeccrreettaarryy--TTrreeaassuurreerr ttaakkeess ccaarree ooff tthhee ffiinnaanncciiaall aanndd lleeggaall mmaatttteerrss,,
aanndd wwhheenn hhee jjooiinnss tthhee BBooaarrdd ooff TTrruusstteeeess tthhiiss ggrroouupp iiss ccaalllleedd tthhee EExxeeccuuttiivvee
BBooaarrdd..

TThheerree aarree eellddeerrss,, ddeeaaccoonnss,, aanndd ddeeaaccoonneesssseess aass iinn tthhee eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh.. TThhee
dduuttyy ooff aann eellddeerr iiss ttoo aassssiisstt aanndd ssttaanndd bbeehhiinndd tthhee mmiinniissttrryy iinn llooyyaall ssuuppppoorrtt ooff
aallll tthhaatt iiss bbeeiinngg ddoonnee ffoorr tthhee ffuurrtthheerraannccee ooff tthhee GGoossppeell.. TThheessee ggooddllyy mmeenn
aanndd wwoommeenn ddoo wwoorrkk ooff aa ssppiirriittuuaall nnaattuurree tthhaatt iiss ootthheerrwwiissee ddoonnee oonnllyy bbyy
mmiinniisstteerrss.. TThheeyy mmaayy pprraayy ffoorr tthhee ssiicckk,, eeiitthheerr wwiitthh aa mmiinniisstteerr oorr wwiitthh aannootthheerr
eellddeerr.. WWhheenn aa mmiinniisstteerr iiss ggiivviinngg ccoouunnsseell oorr rreepprrooooff,, aann eellddeerr iiss oofftteenn aasskkeedd
ttoo aassssiisstt tthhee mmiinniisstteerr iinn tthhee ccoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn ooff tthhee ttrruutthh aanndd tthhee eennffoorrcceemmeenntt ooff
ddiisscciipplliinnee.. TThhee eellddeerrss’’ ccoo--ooppeerraattiioonn iiss ssoouugghhtt bbyy tthhee mmiinniisstteerr mmaannyy ttiimmeess
wwhheenn hhee iiss ttrryyiinngg tthhee ssppiirriittss ttoo sseeee wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott tthheeyy aarree ooff GGoodd ((1 
Thessalonians 5:21 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 1 John 
4:1 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.)).. TThhee eellddeerrss
aarree uussuuaallllyy vveetteerraann wwoorrkkeerrss wwhhoo hhaavvee aa ccaallll ffrroomm GGoodd aanndd hhaavvee pprroovveedd tthheeiirr
lloovvee ffoorr tthhee ssoouullss ooff mmeenn,, tthheeiirr ffiiddeelliittyy ttoo tthhee ddooccttrriinneess ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh,, aanndd
tthheeiirr llooyyaallttyy ttoo tthhee mmiinniissttrryy.. TThheeiirr aaddvviiccee aanndd ccoouunnsseell iiss oofftteenn ssoouugghhtt bbyy tthhee
wwiissee mmiinniisstteerr,, aanndd ffrreeqquueennttllyy tthheeyy aarree ccaalllleedd ttoo aauuggmmeenntt tthhee ggoovveerrnniinngg
bbooaarrdd wwhheenn qquueessttiioonnss ooff ggrreeaatt iimmppoorrttaannccee aarree ttoo bbee ttaakkeenn uupp bbyy tthhaatt bbooddyy..
TThheeyy aarree oofftteenn rriigghhttllyy rreeffeerrrreedd ttoo aass ppiillllaarrss ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh,, aanndd tthheeiirr pprraayyeerrss
aanndd ffaaiitthh aarree ooff iinneessttiimmaabbllee vvaalluuee..

TThhee ddeeaaccoonnss aanndd ddeeaaccoonneesssseess aarree tthhoossee wwhhoo ssuuppeerrvviissee tthhee llaabboouurr iinn tthhee
tteemmppoorraall iinntteerreessttss ooff tthhee wwoorrkk ooff GGoodd.. PPllaacceess ooff rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy,, rreeggaarrddiinngg tthhee
ccaarree aanndd mmaaiinntteennaannccee ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh pprrooppeerrttyy aanndd eeqquuiippmmeenntt,, aanndd llaabboouurr ooff aa
mmeecchhaanniiccaall oorr tteecchhnniiccaall nnaattuurree nneecceessssaarryy ttoo tthhee sspprreeaadd ooff tthhee GGoossppeell,, aarree
ffiilllleedd bbyy tthheessee ddeeaaccoonnss aanndd ddeeaaccoonneesssseess..

IInn oouurr oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn wwee ddoo nnoott ppllaaccee mmuucchh ssttrreessss oonn tthhee ttiittlleess ooff tthheessee



Officers in the Church 11 of  11

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee ddiiffffeerreennccee

bbeettwweeeenn aa ddiisscciippllee aanndd aann
AAppoossttllee??

22.. WWhhaatt aarree tthhee dduuttiieess ooff aa
ppaassttoorr?? aann eevvaannggeelliisstt?? aa
tteeaacchheerr??

33.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee rreeaassoonn ffoorr
tthhee aappppooiinnttmmeenntt ooff tthhee
sseevveenn ddeeaaccoonnss aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee??

44.. WWhhaatt wwoorrkk iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff
CChhrriisstt iiss tthhee mmoosstt iimmppoorrttaanntt??

55.. EEnnuummeerraattee ssoommee ooff tthhee
qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss ooff aa CChhrriissttiiaann
wwoorrkkeerr..

66.. WWhhaatt aarree tthhee dduuttiieess ooff aann
eellddeerr??

77.. FFrroomm wwhhaatt ggrroouuppss iinn tthhee
cchhuurrcchh aarree tthhee eellddeerrss
sseelleecctteedd??

88.. WWhhaatt aarree tthhee dduuttiieess ooff aa
ddeeaaccoonn oorr ddeeaaccoonneessss??

99.. WWhhaatt ttwwoo ooff tthhee sseevveenn
ddeeaaccoonnss bbeeccaammee ggrreeaatt
pprreeaacchheerrss??

1100.. WWhhoo ggiivveess pprroommoottiioonn iinn
tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt?? AAnndd
wwhhaatt iiss tthhee wwrroonngg aattttiittuuddee ttoo
ttaakkee ccoonncceerrnniinngg pprroommoottiioonn??

vvaarriioouuss ooffffiicceess,, nnoorr ddooeess aannyyoonnee wweeaarr aa ssppeecciiffiicc ggaarrbb oorr uunniiffoorrmm;; bbuutt wwee ddoo
rreeaalliizzee tthhee iimmppoorrttaannccee ooff tthhee sseerrvviiccee tthhaatt iiss rreennddeerreedd bbyy tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree
aaccttuuaallllyy ffiilllliinngg tthhee ooffffiicceess.. EEaacchh oonnee iiss ccaalllleedd bbyy GGoodd ttoo tthhee rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy,, ffoorr
iitt iiss tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt wwhhoo sseeeekkss oouutt tthhoossee bbeesstt qquuaalliiffiieedd ffoorr tthhee rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess
aanndd ppoossiittiioonnss iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff CChhrriisstt.. OOuurr ddeessiirree aanndd aaiimm iiss ttoo bbee ssuurree tthhaatt
pprroommoottiioonnss ccoommee iinn tthhiiss wwaayy.. FFoorr tthhiiss rreeaassoonn,, aanndd ttoo aallllooww tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd
ccoommpplleettee ffrreeeeddoomm iinn HHiiss wwoorrkk iinn tthhee cchhuurrcchh,, wwee mmiinniimmiizzee aanndd aavvooiidd aass mmuucchh
aass ppoossssiibbllee tthhee mmaacchhiinneerryy ooff oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn..

IItt iiss oobbvviioouuss tthhaatt tthhoossee wwhhoomm GGoodd hhaass ccaalllleedd aarree wwoorrtthhyy ooff tthhee rreessppeecctt ooff
aallll tthhee bbooddyy ooff bbeelliieevveerrss.. AAnnyy wwoorrkk oorr rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iinn ccoonnnneeccttiioonn wwiitthh tthhee
cchhuurrcchh iiss iimmppoorrttaanntt,, aanndd eeaacchh aanndd eevveerryy ccaallll oorr aappppooiinnttmmeenntt iiss iimmppoorrttaanntt aanndd
eexxaaccttiinngg.. WWee mmuusstt ggiivvee oouurr bbeesstt ttoo tthhee wwoorrkk iiff wwee aarree ttoo bbee ccoonnssiiddeerreedd
ffaaiitthhffuull iinn iitt;; aanndd iinn ssoo ddooiinngg wwee wwiillll bbee ttaakkiinngg aa sstteepp ttoowwaarrdd ggrreeaatteerr aanndd
mmoorree eexxaaccttiinngg rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess..

PPhhiilliipp aanndd SStteepphheenn wweerree ffaaiitthhffuull iinn tthheeiirr wwoorrkk,, aanndd tthheeyy ffoouunndd ppllaacceess ooff
iinnccrreeaasseedd rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iinn tthhee mmiinniissttrryy ooff tthhee WWoorrdd.. SStteepphheenn pprreeaacchheedd aa
sseerrmmoonn tthhaatt aarroouusseedd tthhee ooppppoossiittiioonn ooff tthhee CChhrriisstt--hhaatteerrss ooff hhiiss ddaayy,, bbuutt hhee
wwoonn ccoommmmeennddaattiioonn aanndd aaccccoommpplliisshheedd aa wwoorrkk tthhaatt ffeeww,, iiff aannyy,, ootthheerrss hhaavvee
eevveerr eexxppeerriieenncceedd.. PPhhiilliipp pprreeaacchheedd tthhee GGoossppeell ffoorr yyeeaarrss iinn ddiiffffeerreenntt ppllaacceess aanndd
wwaass uusseedd bbyy GGoodd iinn aa mmiirraaccuulloouuss wwaayy ttoo bbrriinngg tthhee TTrruutthh ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree
iinn nneeeedd.. WWee ccaann sseeee iinn tthheessee ttwwoo eexxaammpplleess tthhaatt ffaaiitthhffuullnneessss hhaass iittss rreewwaarrdd,,
aanndd wwee ccaann aallssoo sseeee tthhaatt rreessppeecctt aanndd hhoonnoouurr iiss dduuee ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo mmaayy bbee
ccaalllleedd ttoo aa sstteewwaarrdd’’ss wwoorrkk,, ffoorr iinn tthheessee mmaayy bbee ffoouunndd tthhee mmiinniisstteerrss aanndd
lleeaaddeerrss ffoorr tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall wwoorrkk ooff tthhee ffuuttuurree..

TThhee pprriinncciipplleess ooff oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn ooff oouurr bbrraanncchh cchhuurrcchheess aarree ssiimmiillaarr ttoo tthhee
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh aatt tthhee HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss.. TThhee ppaassttoorr,, oorr mmiinniisstteerr iinn
cchhaarrggee,, iiss aassssiisstteedd bbyy ootthheerr mmiinniisstteerrss,, eellddeerrss,, ddeeaaccoonnss,, oorr ddeeaaccoonneesssseess,, aass iiss
nneecceessssaarryy aanndd ppoossssiibbllee,, ddeeppeennddiinngg oonn tthhee ssiizzee ooff hhiiss ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn.. AAnn
iinnddiivviidduuaall mmaayy bbee cchhoosseenn ttoo ttaakkee ccaarree ooff tthhee ffiinnaanncciiaall mmaatttteerrss,, aass iinn tthhee
HHeeaaddqquuaarrtteerrss’’ oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn.. AAnndd wwhhiillee tthheerree mmaayy bbee nnoo aaccttuuaall bbooaarrdd ooff
ttrruusstteeeess,, tthhee wwiissee ppaassttoorr iiss oonnee wwhhoo wwiillll ssuurrrroouunndd hhiimmsseellff wwiitthh tthhoossee wwhhoo
hhaavvee wwiissddoomm aanndd ssppiirriittuuaall iinnssiigghhtt iinnttoo tthhee pprroobblleemmss tthhaatt nnaattuurraallllyy aarriissee iinn
ccoonnnneeccttiioonn wwiitthh tthhee wwoorrkk ooff GGoodd..

WWhhaatt aa pprriivviilleeggee ttoo bbee aa mmeemmbbeerr ooff tthhaatt mmyyssttiiccaall BBooddyy --–– tthhee BBrriiddee ooff
CChhrriisstt --–– aanndd ttoo bbee aalllliieedd wwiitthh CChhrriisstt iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff rreeddeemmppttiioonn!! TToo uuss iiss
ccoommmmiitttteedd tthhee mmiinniissttrryy aanndd wwoorrdd ooff rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn ((2 Corinthians 5:18-19 18 

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.)).. WWee aarree
““sstteewwaarrddss ooff tthhee mmyysstteerriieess ooff GGoodd”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 44::11)).. IItt iiss tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt
aanndd tthhee BBrriiddee ooff CChhrriisstt wwhhoo aarree sseennddiinngg tthhee GGoossppeell mmeessssaaggee ttoo lloosstt ssoouullss
ttooddaayy,, iinn tthhee ggrreeaatt pprreeppaarraattiioonn ffoorr tthhee DDaayy ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ((Revelation 22:17 17 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.))..

TThheerree aarree bbaattttlleess ttoo ffiigghhtt ffoorr GGoodd,, bbuutt ““tthhee wweeaappoonnss ooff oouurr wwaarrffaarree aarree
nnoott ccaarrnnaall,, bbuutt mmiigghhttyy tthhrroouugghh GGoodd ttoo tthhee ppuulllliinngg ddoowwnn ooff ssttrroonngg hhoollddss”” ((IIII
CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1100::44)).. WWee hhaavvee ggrraavvee aanndd ssoolleemmnn rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess ttoo aassssuummee,, ttoo
ccaarrrryy,, aanndd ttoo sseeee ffuullffiilllleedd.. BBuutt hhooww ggrreeaatt iiss oouurr pprriivviilleeggee!! HHooww ffaarr--rreeaacchhiinngg
aarree tthhee eeffffeeccttss ooff oouurr wwoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd,, iiff wwee ffaaiitthhffuullllyy ddoo tthhoossee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh HHee
hhaass ggiivveenn uuss ttoo ddoo!! HHooww gglloorriioouuss wwiillll bbee oouurr rreewwaarrdd iiff wwee ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo tthhee
eenndd aanndd aarree aabbllee ttoo llaayy pprreecciioouuss sshheeaavveess aatt HHiiss ffeeeett bbeeccaauussee wwee hhaavvee ddoonnee
ffaaiitthhffuullllyy,, ccaarreeffuullllyy,, aanndd wwiitthh hhoollyy zzeeaall,, tthhee tthhiinnggss HHee hhaass ggiivveenn uuss ttoo ddoo!!


