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TTHHEE MMAANN WWHHOO LLOOOOKKEEDD IINNTTOO HHEEAAVVEENN
BIBLE TEXT  : Acts 6:8-15;  7:1-60.

LESSON 289 Junior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: ““II rreecckkoonn tthhaatt tthhee ssuuffffeerriinnggss ooff tthhiiss pprreesseenntt ttiimmee aarree nnoott wwoorrtthhyy ttoo bbee ccoommppaarreedd
wwiitthh tthhee gglloorryy wwhhiicchh sshhaallll bbee rreevveeaalleedd iinn uuss”” ((RRoommaannss 88::1188))..

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Acts 6:8-15 
8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles among the 
people. 
9 Then there arose certain of the 
synagogue, which is called the synagogue
of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and 
of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 
10 And they were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
11 Then they suborned men, which said, 
We have heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses, and against God. 
12 And they stirred up the people, and the 
elders, and the scribes, and came upon 
him, and caught him, and brought him to 
the council, 
13 And set up false witnesses, which said, 
This man ceaseth not to speak 
blasphemous words against this holy 
place, and the law: 
14 For we have heard him say, that this 
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, 
and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us. 
15 And all that sat in the council, looking 
stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had 
been the face of an angel. 

Acts 7:1-60 
1 Then said the high priest, Are these 
things so? 
2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hearken; The God of glory appeared unto 
our father Abraham, when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 
3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and come 
into the land which I shall shew thee. 
4 Then came he out of the land of the 
Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and 
from thence, when his father was dead, 
he removed him into this land, wherein 
ye now dwell. 
5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, 
no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet 
he promised that he would give it to him 
for a possession, and to his seed after 
him, when as yet he had no child. 
6 And God spake on this wise, That his 
seed should sojourn in a strange land; 
and that they should bring them into 
bondage, and entreat them evil four 

NOTES:
TThhee FFiirrsstt MMaarrttyyrr

TThhee ffiirrsstt mmaarrttyyrr ffoorr tthhee CChhrriissttiiaann ffaaiitthh wwaass aa yyoouunngg mmaann
nnaammeedd SStteepphheenn.. SStteepphheenn hhaadd bbeeeenn aappppooiinntteedd ttoo bbee aa ddeeaaccoonn iinn
tthhee eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh,, aanndd hhee ttooookk hhiiss wwoorrkk vveerryy sseerriioouussllyy.. HHee wwaass
nnoott ttoooo bbuussyy hheellppiinngg tthhee ppoooorr aanndd ggiivviinngg ffoooodd ttoo tthhee hhuunnggrryy ttoo
ttaakkee ttiimmee ttoo pprraayy..

GGoodd eexxppeeccttss HHiiss ppeeooppllee ttoo hheellpp tthhoossee iinn nneeeedd ooff ffoooodd aanndd
ccllootthhiinngg aanndd ootthheerr pphhyyssiiccaall nneeeeddss.. AAnn eevveenn ggrreeaatteerr bblleessssiinngg wwiillll
aatttteenndd oouurr ggiiffttss iiff wwee pprraayy tthhaatt GGoodd’’ss bblleessssiinngg wwiillll aaccccoommppaannyy
tthheemm.. MMoorree tthhaann tthhaatt,, tthhee ggoooodd wwoorrkkss wwee ddoo wwiillll nnoott aalloonnee wwiinn
ssaallvvaattiioonn ffoorr uuss.. WWee mmuusstt pprraayy mmuucchh ttoo kkeeeepp tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd oonn
oouurr lliivveess ssoo tthhaatt wwee wwiillll bbee rreeaaddyy ttoo mmeeeett JJeessuuss oouurrsseellvveess,, aanndd bbee
aann iinnssppiirraattiioonn ttoo ootthheerrss..

TThhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd wwaass uuppoonn SStteepphheenn’’ss lliiffee;; aanndd tthhrroouugghh hhiiss
ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd,, hhee ppeerrffoorrmmeedd ggrreeaatt wwoonnddeerrss aanndd mmiirraacclleess aammoonngg tthhee
ppeeooppllee.. BBuutt tthhee rreelliiggiioouuss ppeeooppllee ooff SStteepphheenn’’ss ddaayy ddiidd nnoott
aapppprreecciiaattee hhiiss ggoooodd wwoorrkkss,, bbeeccaauussee tthhoossee wwoorrkkss wweerree ddoonnee iinn tthhee
nnaammee ooff JJeessuuss.. TThheeyy ttrreeaatteedd SStteepphheenn mmuucchh aass tthheeyy hhaadd ttrreeaatteedd
JJeessuuss.. TThhee PPhhaarriisseeeess wweerree jjeeaalloouuss ooff hhiimm,, aanndd tthhoouugghhtt tthhaatt tthhee
tteeaacchhiinnggss ooff JJeessuuss wweerree ccoonnttrraarryy ttoo tthhee LLaaww ooff MMoosseess.. TThheeyy hhaadd
ccaarreeffuullllyy ssttuuddiieedd tthhee LLaaww ooff MMoosseess,, aanndd pprriiddeedd tthheemmsseellvveess oonn
tthheeiirr zzeeaalloouuss kkeeeeppiinngg ooff mmaannyy oorrddiinnaanncceess aanndd rruulleess.. HHaadd nnoott
ggeenneerraattiioonnss ooff tthheeiirr pprriieessttss aanndd ssccrriibbeess iinntteerrpprreetteedd tthhee LLaaww ffoorr
tthheemm ttoo tthheeiirr ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn?? WWhhyy sshhoouulldd tthheeyy lliisstteenn ttoo ssoommeetthhiinngg
ddiiffffeerreenntt,, ttoolldd ttoo tthheemm bbyy ssoommeeoonnee tthheeyy ddiidd nnoott kknnooww??

FFaaiitthh iinn tthhee LLoorrdd
SStteepphheenn,, hhoowweevveerr,, hhaadd lleeaarrnneedd ttoo kknnooww JJeessuuss.. SStteepphheenn hhaadd

bbeeeenn ssaavveedd ffrroomm hhiiss ssiinnss,, aanndd hhaadd ppeerrffeecctt ffaaiitthh iinn tthhee LLoorrdd JJeessuuss
CChhrriisstt aass tthhee SSoonn ooff GGoodd.. HHee wwaass ssoo ssuurree tthhaatt JJeessuuss wwaass tthhee SSoonn
ooff GGoodd tthhaatt hhee wwaass wwiilllliinngg ttoo ddiiee ffoorr hhiiss ffaaiitthh.. HHiiss ffaaiitthh mmaaddee hhiimm
ssttrroonngg ttoo ssttaanndd aaggaaiinnsstt tthhoossee wwhhoo rriiddiiccuulleedd JJeessuuss..

TThhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo ddiidd nnoott lliikkee ttoo lliisstteenn ttoo SStteepphheenn’’ss pprreeaacchhiinngg
ccaalllleedd hhiimm bbeeffoorree tthhee ccoouunncciill,, oorr ccoouurrtt,, aanndd hhiirreedd ffaallssee wwiittnneesssseess
ttoo tteessttiiffyy aaggaaiinnsstt hhiimm.. TThhee ffaallssee wwiittnneesssseess ssaaiidd hhee hhaadd
bbllaasspphheemmeedd,, bbuutt hhee hhaadd ssaaiidd oonnllyy tthhee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt JJeessuuss hhaadd ssaaiidd..
HHee wwaass nnoott wwoorrrriieedd aabboouutt tthhee lliieess tthhaatt wweerree ttoolldd aabboouutt hhiimm.. HHiiss
ffaaiitthh wwaass iinn JJeessuuss,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ccaammee uuppoonn hhiimm iinn
ssuucchh aa wwaayy tthhaatt tthhee ppeeooppllee ssaaiidd hhee llooookkeedd lliikkee aann aannggeell..

FFiinnaallllyy tthhee hhiigghh pprriieesstt,, wwhhoo wwaass tthhee jjuuddggee,, aasskkeedd SStteepphheenn iiff
tthhee aaccccuussaattiioonnss mmaaddee aaggaaiinnsstt hhiimm wweerree ttrruuee.. HHaadd hhee ssaaiidd tthhiinnggss
aaggaaiinnsstt MMoosseess,, aanndd aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd?? HHaadd hhee ssppookkeenn eevviill ooff tthheeiirr hhoollyy
TTeemmppllee?? WWhhyy hhaadd SStteepphheenn ssppookkeenn ooff tthhee TTeemmppllee’’ss bbeeiinngg ttoorrnn
ddoowwnn??

SStteepphheenn’’ss AAnnsswweerr
SStteepphheenn bbeeggaann hhiiss ddeeffeennccee,, ““MMeenn,, bbrreetthhrreenn,, aanndd ffaatthheerrss..””

PPeerrhhaappss mmoosstt ooff tthhee mmeenn ooff tthhee ccoouunncciill wweerree oollddeerr tthhaann hhee,, aanndd
hhee hhaadd rreessppeecctt ffoorr tthheemm bbeeccaauussee ooff tthheeiirr aaggee aanndd aallssoo bbeeccaauussee ooff
tthheeiirr ppoossiittiioonn.. SStteepphheenn tthheenn wweenntt oonn ttoo pprroovvee tthhaatt hhee wwaass nnoott
bbllaasspphheemmoouuss.. HHee hhaadd tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt rreessppeecctt ffoorr AAbbrraahhaamm,, jjuusstt aass
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hundred years. 
7 And the nation to whom they shall be in 
bondage will I judge, said God: and after 
that shall they come forth, and serve me 
in this place. 
8 And he gave him the covenant of 
circumcision: and so Abraham begat 
Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth 
day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 
begat the twelve patriarchs. 
9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, 
sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with 
him, 
10 And delivered him out of all his 
afflictions, and gave him favour and 
wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt; and he made him governor over 
Egypt and all his house. 
11 Now there came a dearth over all the 
land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great 
affliction: and our fathers found no 
sustenance. 
12 But when Jacob heard that there was 
corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers 
first. 
13 And at the second time Joseph was 
made known to his brethren; and 
Joseph's kindred was made known unto 
Pharaoh. 
14 Then sent Joseph, and called his father 
Jacob to him, and all his kindred, 
threescore and fifteen souls. 
15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and 
died, he, and our fathers, 
16 And were carried over into Sychem, 
and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham 
bought for a sum of money of the sons of 
Emmor the father of Sychem. 
17 But when the time of the promise drew 
nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham, 
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 
18 Till another king arose, which knew not 
Joseph. 
19 The same dealt subtilly with our 
kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, 
so that they cast out their young children, 
to the end they might not live. 
20 In which time Moses was born, and 
was exceeding fair, and nourished up in 
his father's house three months: 
21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's 
daughter took him up, and nourished him 
for her own son. 
22 And Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty 
in words and in deeds. 
23 And when he was full forty years old, it 
came into his heart to visit his brethren 
the children of Israel. 
24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, 
he defended him, and avenged him that 

tthhee ssccrriibbeess aanndd PPhhaarriisseeeess hhaadd.. TThhee JJeewwss ccaalllleedd AAbbrraahhaamm tthhee
ffaatthheerr ooff tthheeiirr rreelliiggiioonn,, bbuutt tthheeyy hhaadd oovveerrllooookkeedd tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt iitt
wwaass bbyy ffaaiitthh ((aanndd nnoott bbyy hhiiss wwoorrkkss)) tthhaatt AAbbrraahhaamm hhaadd bbeeeenn
ssaavveedd.. ““AAbbrraahhaamm bbeelliieevveedd GGoodd,, aanndd iitt wwaass ccoouunntteedd uunnttoo hhiimm ffoorr
rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss..””

JJeessuuss hhaadd ssaaiidd,, ““AAbbrraahhaamm rreejjooiicceedd ttoo sseeee mmyy ddaayy:: aanndd hhee ssaaww
iitt,, aanndd wwaass ggllaadd”” ((JJoohhnn 88::5566)).. AAbbrraahhaamm hhaadd lliivveedd bbyy ffaaiitthh --–– ffaaiitthh
iinn JJeessuuss wwhhoo wwaass nnoott yyeett bboorrnn oonn tthhee eeaarrtthh --–– aanndd tthhrroouugghh tthhaatt
ffaaiitthh hhee hhaadd bbeeeenn mmaaddee rriigghhtteeoouuss.. AAnndd yyeett tthheessee ddeesscceennddaannttss ooff
FFaatthheerr AAbbrraahhaamm hhaadd nnoott bbeelliieevveedd iinn JJeessuuss wwhheenn HHee hhaadd ssttoooodd
rriigghhtt iinn tthheeiirr mmiiddsstt;; aanndd tthheeyy hhaadd ccrruucciiffiieedd HHiimm iinn tthheeiirr rraaggee..

AAbbrraahhaamm hhaadd bbeeeenn rriigghhtteeoouuss lloonngg bbeeffoorree tthhee LLaaww wwaass eevveerr
ggiivveenn.. TThhee pprriinncciipplleess ooff rriigghhtt aanndd wwrroonngg hhaadd bbeeeenn ffrroomm tthhee
bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, aanndd AAbbrraahhaamm hhaadd hhaadd aa hheeaarrtt ttoo uunnddeerrssttaanndd tthheemm.. HHee
hhaadd lliivveedd bbyy tthhee GGoossppeell ttrruutthh:: ““TThhee jjuusstt sshhaallll lliivvee bbyy ffaaiitthh..””

GGoodd hhaadd ttoolldd AAbbrraahhaamm wwhhaatt wwoouulldd hhaappppeenn ttoo hhiiss cchhiillddrreenn..
FFiirrsstt HHee hhaadd mmaaddee aa ccoovveennaanntt wwiitthh AAbbrraahhaamm tthhaatt tthhrroouugghh hhiiss
ppoosstteerriittyy aallll tthhee nnaattiioonnss ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh wwoouulldd bbee bblleesssseedd.. TThhaatt
ppooiinntteedd ddoowwnn ttoo tthhee ttiimmee wwhheenn JJeessuuss wwoouulldd ccoommee ttoo ggiivvee
ssaallvvaattiioonn ttoo aallll mmeenn.. IIff tthhee JJeewwss hhaadd ssttuuddiieedd tthhee lliiffee ooff AAbbrraahhaamm
ssoo ccaarreeffuullllyy,, hhooww hhaadd tthheeyy oovveerrllooookkeedd tthhaatt ffaacctt?? SStteepphheenn hhaadd
ffoouunndd iitt wwhheenn hhee rreeaadd tthhee SSccrriippttuurreess;; aanndd hhee wwaass hhoonneesstt eennoouugghh
tthhaatt wwhheenn hhee ssaaww JJeessuuss hhee rreeccooggnniizzeedd HHiimm aass tthhee ffuullffiillmmeenntt ooff
tthhee pprroopphheeccyy mmaaddee bbyy AAbbrraahhaamm..

TThhee HHiissttoorryy ooff tthhee JJeewwss
SStteepphheenn wweenntt oonn ttoo ggiivvee tthhee wwhhoollee JJeewwiisshh hhiissttoorryy,, ddoowwnn ttoo tthhee

ttiimmee ooff tthhee bbuuiillddiinngg ooff SSoolloommoonn’’ss TTeemmppllee.. HHee ttoolldd aallll aabboouutt tthhee
IIssrraaeelliitteess iinn bboonnddaaggee iinn EEggyypptt,, aanndd hhee eemmpphhaassiizzeedd tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt
GGoodd hhaadd sseenntt MMoosseess ttoo bbee tthhee ddeelliivveerreerr.. SStteepphheenn wwaass bbeeiinngg
aaccccuusseedd ooff ddiisshhoonnoouurriinngg tthhee LLaaww ooff MMoosseess,, hheennccee MMoosseess hhiimmsseellff,,
bbuutt hhee pprroovveedd tthhaatt hhee uunnddeerrssttoooodd mmoorree aabboouutt MMoosseess tthhaann tthheeyy
ddiidd..

SStteepphheenn ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhaatt MMoosseess hhaadd bbeeeenn ccaalllleedd ooff GGoodd eeaarrllyy
iinn lliiffee ttoo bbee IIssrraaeell’’ss ddeelliivveerreerr,, bbuutt tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess hhaadd nnoott
uunnddeerrssttoooodd.. MMoosseess hhaadd wwaaiitteedd uunnttiill hhee wwaass ffoorrttyy yyeeaarrss oolldd bbeeffoorree
hhee hhaadd ttrriieedd ttoo hheellpp hhiiss ppeeooppllee,, aanndd iinn tthhee mmeeaannttiimmee hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd
tthhee bbeesstt eedduuccaattiioonn aatt tthhee ccoouurrtt ooff EEggyypptt tthhaatt ccoouulldd bbee hhaadd.. WWhheenn
hhiiss oowwnn ppeeooppllee rreeffuusseedd hhiimm,, hhee eessccaappeedd iinnttoo aannootthheerr ccoouunnttrryy
wwhheerree hhee lliivveedd ffoorr aannootthheerr ffoorrttyy yyeeaarrss,, wwhhiillee tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess,, wwhhoo
hhaadd rreeffuusseedd hhiiss hheellpp,, ssuuffffeerreedd aass ssllaavveess iinn EEggyypptt.. GGoodd hhaadd ssaaiidd
tthhaatt MMoosseess wwaass ttoo bbee tthhee lleeaaddeerr ooff IIssrraaeell,, aanndd tthhaatt ccaallll ssttoooodd..

MMoosseess’’ GGrreeaattnneessss
AAss SStteepphheenn rreecciitteedd tthhee hhiissttoorryy ooff IIssrraaeell,, hhee eemmpphhaassiizzeedd tthhee

ggrreeaattnneessss ooff MMoosseess.. IItt wwaass ttoo MMoosseess tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd ggiivveenn tthhee LLaaww..
GGoodd hhaadd ccaalllleedd uuppoonn MMoosseess ttoo bbee HHiiss rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee ttoo tthhee
ppeeooppllee.. AAnndd MMoosseess hhaadd pprroommiisseedd tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess:: ““AA pprroopphheett sshhaallll
tthhee LLoorrdd yyoouurr GGoodd rraaiissee uupp uunnttoo yyoouu ooff yyoouurr bbrreetthhrreenn,, lliikkee uunnttoo
mmee;; hhiimm sshhaallll yyee hheeaarr..””

AAllll tthhiiss SStteepphheenn ttoolldd hhiiss aaccccuusseerrss.. TThhaatt PPrroopphheett wwhhoomm MMoosseess
hhaadd pprroommiisseedd wwaass JJeessuuss,, aanndd SStteepphheenn hhaadd bbeelliieevveedd iinn HHiimm.. BBuutt
tthheessee sseellff--rriigghhtteeoouuss PPhhaarriisseeeess hhaadd nnoott,, aanndd tthheeyy wweerree aaccccuussiinngg
SStteepphheenn ooff ddiisshhoonnoouurriinngg MMoosseess bbyy pprreeaacchhiinngg JJeessuuss..

TThhee TTeemmppllee
AAfftteerr CCaannaaaann hhaadd bbeeeenn ooccccuuppiieedd,, SSoolloommoonn hhaadd bbuuiilltt aa

mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt TTeemmppllee iinn JJeerruussaalleemm ffoorr tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd.. TThhiiss hhaadd
bbeeccoommee tthhee cceennttrree ooff tthhee ttrruuee rreelliiggiioonn.. BBuutt oonn tthhee ddaayy tthhaatt tthhee
TTeemmppllee wwaass ddeeddiiccaatteedd,, SSoolloommoonn hhaadd pprraayyeedd:: ““BBeehhoolldd,, hheeaavveenn
aanndd tthhee hheeaavveenn ooff hheeaavveennss ccaannnnoott ccoonnttaaiinn tthheeee;; hhooww mmuucchh lleessss
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was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: 
25 For he supposed his brethren would 
have understood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not. 
26 And the next day he shewed himself 
unto them as they strove, and would 
have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, 
ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to 
another? 
27 But he that did his neighbour wrong 
thrust him away, saying, Who made thee 
a ruler and a judge over us? 
28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the 
Egyptian yesterday? 
29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was 
a stranger in the land of Madian, where 
he begat two sons. 
30 And when forty years were expired, 
there appeared to him in the wilderness 
of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a 
flame of fire in a bush. 
31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at 
the sight: and as he drew near to behold 
it, the voice of the Lord came unto him,
32 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Then Moses 
trembled, and durst not behold. 
33 Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy 
shoes from thy feet: for the place where 
thou standest is holy ground. 
34 I have seen, I have seen the affliction 
of my people which is in Egypt, and I 
have heard their groaning, and am come 
down to deliver them. And now come, I 
will send thee into Egypt. 
35 This Moses whom they refused, saying, 
Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the 
same did God send to be a ruler and a 
deliverer by the hand of the angel which 
appeared to him in the bush. 
36 He brought them out, after that he had 
shewed wonders and signs in the land of 
Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the 
wilderness forty years. 
37 This is that Moses, which said unto the 
children of Israel, A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. 
38 This is he, that was in the church in the 
wilderness with the angel which spake to 
him in the mount Sina, and with our 
fathers: who received the lively oracles to 
give unto us: 
39 To whom our fathers would not obey, 
but thrust him from them, and in their 
hearts turned back again into Egypt, 
40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go 
before us: for as for this Moses, which 
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we 

tthhiiss hhoouussee wwhhiicchh II hhaavvee bbuuiilltt!!”” ((IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 66::1188)).. TThhee GGoodd ttoo
wwhhoomm SSoolloommoonn hhaadd pprraayyeedd wwaass ssoo mmuucchh ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann tthhee TTeemmppllee
tthhaatt eevveenn tthhee hheeaavveennss ccoouulldd nnoott ccoonnttaaiinn HHiimm..

AAnndd GGoodd hhaadd ssppookkeenn tthhrroouugghh tthhee mmoouutthh ooff tthhee PPrroopphheett IIssaaiiaahh::
““TThhee hheeaavveenn iiss mmyy tthhrroonnee,, aanndd tthhee eeaarrtthh iiss mmyy ffoooottssttooooll:: wwhheerree iiss
tthhee hhoouussee tthhaatt yyee bbuuiilldd uunnttoo mmee?? AAnndd wwhheerree iiss tthhee ppllaaccee ooff mmyy
rreesstt?? FFoorr aallll tthhoossee tthhiinnggss hhaatthh mmiinnee hhaanndd mmaaddee”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 6666::11,, 22))..
GGoodd wwaass ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann tthhee TTeemmppllee.. JJeessuuss wwaass eeqquuaall wwiitthh GGoodd iinn
tthhee ccrreeaattiioonn,, aanndd aass ggrreeaatt iinn ppoowweerr aass tthhee FFaatthheerr.. SSoo wwaass nnoott
JJeessuuss ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann tthhee TTeemmppllee?? HHooww ccoouulldd tthhee PPhhaarriisseeeess ssaayy tthhaatt
SStteepphheenn wwaass bbllaasspphheemmiinngg GGoodd bbyy pprreeaacchhiinngg tthhee wwoorrdd ooff JJeessuuss??

AA SSttiiffffnneecckkeedd PPeeooppllee
WWhheenn SStteepphheenn ccaammee ttoo tthhiiss ppaarrtt ooff hhiiss ssttoorryy,, hhee wwaass ssoo mmuucchh

ssttiirrrreedd bbyy tthhee hhyyppooccrriissyy ooff hhiiss aaccccuusseerrss tthhaatt hhee ccoouulldd nnoo lloonnggeerr
rreessttrraaiinn hhiimmsseellff.. HHee ccoouulldd sseeee tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree nnoott bbeeiinngg
ppeerrssuuaaddeedd bbyy hhiiss eexxppllaannaattiioonn ooff tthhee GGoossppeell,, aanndd hhee ssaaiidd ttoo tthheemm::
““YYee ssttiiffffnneecckkeedd aanndd uunncciirrccuummcciisseedd iinn hheeaarrtt aanndd eeaarrss,, yyee ddoo aallwwaayyss
rreessiisstt tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt..”” TThhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd hhaadd ttrriieedd ttoo rreeaassoonn wwiitthh
tthheemm ttoo sshhooww tthheemm tthhee ttrruutthh ooff tthhee GGoossppeell,, ttoo sshhooww tthheemm tthhaatt
JJeessuuss wwaass tthhee SSoonn ooff GGoodd.. BBuutt jjuusstt aass tthheeiirr aanncceessttoorrss hhaadd
ppeerrsseeccuutteedd tthhee pprroopphheettss,, ssoo wweerree tthheeyy ddooiinngg.. TThheeyy hhaadd cclliimmaaxxeedd
tthheeiirr ssiinn bbyy ccrruucciiffyyiinngg JJeessuuss,, tthhee JJuusstt OOnnee..

HHooww aannggrryy tthhoossee wwoorrddss mmaaddee tthhee sseellff--rriigghhtteeoouuss JJeewwss!! TThheeyy
wweerree gguuiillttyy ooff aallll tthhaatt SStteepphheenn ssaaiidd,, aanndd tthheeiirr gguuiilltt mmaaddee tthheemm
mmoorree ffuurriioouuss.. TThheeyy bbeeggaann ttoo ppiicckk uupp ssttoonneess ttoo hhuurrll aatt tthhaatt ppuurree
aanndd hhoollyy sseerrvvaanntt ooff GGoodd.. BBuutt SStteepphheenn nneevveerr fflliinncchheedd.. TThhee SSppiirriitt
ooff GGoodd wwaass uuppoonn hhiimm,, aanndd aass hhee llooookkeedd uupp hhee ssaaww aa vviissiioonn ooff hhiiss
wwoonnddeerrffuull LLoorrdd.. TThhee SSaavviioouurr hhee bbeelliieevveedd iinn aanndd hhaadd pprreeaacchheedd
aabboouutt wwaass ttrruullyy tthhee SSoonn ooff GGoodd,, aanndd wwaass wwaaiittiinngg ttoo wweellccoommee
SStteepphheenn iinnttoo tthhee GGlloorryy LLaanndd.. SStteepphheenn ssaaiidd ttoo tthhee ppeeooppllee::
““BBeehhoolldd,, II sseeee tthhee hheeaavveennss ooppeenneedd,, aanndd tthhee SSoonn ooff mmaann ssttaannddiinngg
oonn tthhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff GGoodd..”” SSttaannddiinngg!! WWhheenn JJeessuuss wweenntt ttoo
HHeeaavveenn,, HHee ssaatt ddoowwnn aatt tthhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff GGoodd ((HHeebbrreewwss 1100::1122)),,
ttoo mmaakkee iinntteerrcceessssiioonn ffoorr uuss.. BBuutt wwhheenn SStteepphheenn wwaass aabboouutt ttoo
lleeaavvee tthhiiss wwoorrlldd aass aa mmaarrttyyrr,, JJeessuuss ssttoooodd ttoo hhoonnoouurr hhiimm ffoorr hhiiss
sstteeaaddffaasstt ffaaiitthh ttoo tthhee eenndd..

TThhee JJeewwss wweerree ssoo aannggrryy tthhaatt tthheeyy ttrriieedd ttoo ddrroowwnn hhiiss wwoorrddss
wwiitthh tthheeiirr oowwnn sshhoouuttiinngg,, aanndd tthheeyy ssttooppppeedd tthheeiirr eeaarrss ssoo tthheeyy
ccoouulldd nnoott hheeaarr wwhhaatt tthheeyy ssuuppppoosseedd wweerree wwoorrddss ooff bbllaasspphheemmyy..
OOuutt ooff tthhee cciittyy tthheeyy ccaasstt SStteepphheenn,, aanndd tthheerree tthheeyy hhuurrlleedd ggrreeaatt
ssttoonneess uuppoonn hhiimm uunnttiill hhee wwaass ddeeaadd..

SStteepphheenn’’ss RReewwaarrdd
SStteepphheenn ddiidd nnoott bbeegg ffoorr mmeerrccyy,, nnoorr ttrryy ttoo rruunn ffrroomm hhiiss

eenneemmiieess.. HHee jjuusstt llooookkeedd uupp ttoo GGoodd aanndd pprraayyeedd:: ““LLoorrdd JJeessuuss,,
rreecceeiivvee mmyy ssppiirriitt..”” HHiiss llaasstt wwoorrddss wweerree wwoorrddss ooff ffoorrggiivveenneessss::
““LLoorrdd,, llaayy nnoott tthhiiss ssiinn ttoo tthheeiirr cchhaarrggee,,”” aanndd hhee ffeellll aasslleeeepp ttoo
aawwaakkeenn iinn HHeeaavveenn.. IItt wwaass jjuusstt oonnee sstteepp ttoo tthhee TThhrroonnee ooff GGoodd,,
wwhheerree JJeessuuss wwaass wwaaiittiinngg ttoo wweellccoommee hhiimm.. TThhee pprriiccee SStteepphheenn ppaaiidd
wwaass nnoott ttoooo ggrreeaatt ffoorr tthhee rreewwaarrdd hhee rreecceeiivveedd.. ““TThhee ttooiillss ooff tthhee
rrooaadd wwiillll sseeeemm nnootthhiinngg wwhheenn II ggeett ttoo tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee wwaayy..””

SSuuffffeerriinngg nneevveerr ddaauunntteedd tthhee ffaaiitthh ooff tthhee ttrruuee CChhrriissttiiaannss.. LLaatteerr,,
wwhheenn tthheeyy wweerree ttoorrttuurreedd uunnddeerr tthhee ccrruueell CCaaeessaarrss,, tthheeiirr ffaaiitthh aanndd
ccoouurraaggee ccaauusseedd mmaannyy ooff tthhee hhaarrdd RRoommaann gguuaarrddss ttoo ggiivvee tthheeiirr
hheeaarrttss ttoo JJeessuuss.. TThheeyy ssaaiidd tthhaatt iiff tthheessee mmiissttrreeaatteedd CChhrriissttiiaannss ccoouulldd
ssiinngg ooff HHeeaavveenn aanndd tthheeiirr SSaavviioouurr wwhheenn sseenntt ttoo tthhee ssttaakkee oorr iinnttoo
tthhee aarreennaa ttoo bbee eeaatteenn bbyy tthhee lliioonnss,, ssuurreellyy tthheerree mmuusstt bbee aa GGoodd
wwhhoo ssuussttaaiinneedd tthheemm;; HHeeaavveenn mmuusstt bbee aa rreeaall ppllaaccee ffoorr tthheemm ttoo ggoo
ttoo.. TThhee hhaarrdd hheeaarrttss ooff RRoommaann ssoollddiieerrss wweerree mmeelltteedd bbyy tthhee lloovvee ooff
JJeessuuss,, aanndd tthheeyy,, ttoooo,, ggaavvee tthheeiirr lliivveess ffoorr tthhee ccaauussee ooff CChhrriisstt..
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wot not what is become of him. 
41 And they made a calf in those days, 
and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and 
rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 
42 Then God turned, and gave them up to 
worship the host of heaven; as it is 
written in the book of the prophets, O ye 
house of Israel, have ye offered to me 
slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of
forty years in the wilderness? 
43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of 
Moloch, and the star of your god 
Remphan, figures which ye made to 
worship them: and I will carry you away 
beyond Babylon. 
44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of 
witness in the wilderness, as he had 
appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he 
should make it according to the fashion 
that he had seen. 
45 Which also our fathers that came after 
brought in with Jesus into the possession 
of the Gentiles, whom God drave out 
before the face of our fathers, unto the 
days of David; 
46 Who found favour before God, and
desired to find a tabernacle for the God 
of Jacob. 
47 But Solomon built him an house. 
48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands; as saith the 
prophet, 
49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my 
footstool: what house will ye build me? 
saith the Lord: or what is the place of my 
rest? 
50 Hath not my hand made all these 
things? 
51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 
52 Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted? and they have slain 
them which shewed before of the coming 
of the Just One; of whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murderers: 
53 Who have received the law by the 
disposition of angels, and have not kept 
it. 
54 When they heard these things, they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth. 
55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, 
56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on 
the right hand of God. 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, 
and stopped their ears, and ran upon him 

MMaayy GGoodd ppuutt tthhaatt ssppiirriitt iinn uuss tthhaatt wwiillll kkeeeepp uuss ttrruuee ttoo oouurr LLoorrdd
eevveenn tthhoouugghh wwee mmuusstt hhaavvee ttoo llaayy ddoowwnn oouurr lliivveess ffoorr oouurr ffaaiitthh!!
MMaannyy ppeeooppllee eevveenn iinn tthhiiss mmooddeerrnn ddaayy hhaavvee pprroovveedd tthheeiirr lloovvee ffoorr
JJeessuuss bbyy ddyyiinngg rraatthheerr tthhaann ddeennyyiinngg HHiimm.. SSuurreellyy tthheeiirr rreewwaarrdd wwiillll
bbee ggrreeaatt iinn HHeeaavveenn.. TThheeyy hhaavvee tthhaatt lloovvee ooff GGoodd iinn tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss
wwhhiicchh hheellppss tthheemm ttoo ffoorrggiivvee tthheeiirr ppeerrsseeccuuttoorrss jjuusstt aass SStteepphheenn ddiidd,,
aanndd aass tthhee LLoorrdd HHiimmsseellff ddiidd:: ““FFaatthheerr,, ffoorrggiivvee tthheemm;; ffoorr tthheeyy nnooww
nnoott wwhhaatt tthheeyy ddoo”” ((LLuukkee 2233::3344))..

PPaauull’’ss CCoonnsseenntt
AAmmoonngg tthhee ccrruueell mmeenn wwhhoo ssttoonneedd SStteepphheenn wwaass aa yyoouunngg mmaann

wwhhoo hhaadd ssppeenntt mmuucchh ttiimmee ssttuuddyyiinngg tthhee LLaaww bbuutt hhaadd ppeerrsseeccuutteedd
tthhee CChhrriissttiiaann CChhuurrcchh bbeeccaauussee hhee tthhoouugghhtt tthhee ffoolllloowweerrss ooff JJeessuuss
wweerree ddiisshhoonnoouurriinngg tthhaatt LLaaww.. HHee hheelldd tthhee ccooaattss ooff tthhoossee wwhhoo
kkiilllleedd SStteepphheenn,, aanndd aaggrreeeedd tthhaatt SStteepphheenn sshhoouulldd ddiiee.. TThhiiss yyoouunngg
mmaann’’ss nnaammee wwaass SSaauull,, wwhhoo wwaass aafftteerrwwaarrdd kknnoowwnn aass tthhee ggrreeaatt
AAppoossttllee PPaauull.. SSaauull hhaadd nneevveerr mmeett JJeessuuss uupp ttoo tthhiiss ttiimmee,, bbuutt tthhee
ttiimmee wwoouulldd ccoommee wwhheenn hhee,, ttoooo,, wwoouulldd bbee aa bbeelliieevveerr aanndd wwoouulldd
ssuuffffeerr aanndd ddiiee ffoorr tthhee ssaammee JJeessuuss ffoorr wwhhoomm SStteepphheenn ggaavvee hhiiss lliiffee..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhoo wwaass SStteepphheenn??
22.. WWhhyy ddiidd nnoott tthhee PPhhaarriisseeeess lliikkee ttoo hheeaarr SStteepphheenn pprreeaacchh??
33.. HHooww wwaass AAbbrraahhaamm ssaavveedd??
44.. HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww tthhaatt AAbbrraahhaamm bbeelliieevveedd iinn JJeessuuss??
55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SStteepphheenn kknnooww aabboouutt MMoosseess??
66.. WWhhaatt hhaadd MMoosseess ssaaiidd aabboouutt JJeessuuss??
77.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SStteepphheenn ccaallll tthhee ssccrriibbeess aanndd PPhhaarriisseeeess??
88.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee JJeewwss ddoo ttoo SStteepphheenn??
99.. WWhhaatt ddiidd SStteepphheenn sseeee bbeeffoorree hhee ddiieedd??

1100.. WWhhaatt wweerree SStteepphheenn’’ss llaasstt wwoorrddss??
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with one accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down 
their clothes at a young man's feet, 
whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon 
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 


