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PPEETTEERR’’SS DDEELLIIVVEERRAANNCCEE AANNDD HHEERROODD’’SS DDEEAATTHH
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: AAccttss 1122::11--2233..

LESSON 323 Junior Course
MEMORY VERSE: ““TThhee eeffffeeccttuuaall ffeerrvveenntt pprraayyeerr ooff aa rriigghhtteeoouuss mmaann aavvaaiilleetthh mmuucchh”” ((JJaammeess 55::1166))..
BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Acts 12:1-23 
1 Now about that time Herod the 
king stretched forth his hands to 
vex certain of the church. 
2 And he killed James the brother 
of John with the sword. 
3 And because he saw it pleased 
the Jews, he proceeded further to 
take Peter also. (Then were the 
days of unleavened bread.) 
4 And when he had apprehended 
him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four quaternions 
of soldiers to keep him; intending 
after Easter to bring him forth to 
the people. 
5 Peter therefore was kept in 
prison: but prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him. 
6 And when Herod would have 
brought him forth, the same night 
Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains: 
and the keepers before the door 
kept the prison. 
7 And, behold, the angel of the 
Lord came upon him, and a light 
shined in the prison: and he smote 
Peter on the side, and raised him 
up, saying, Arise up quickly. And 
his chains fell off from his hands. 
8 And the angel said unto him, Gird 
thyself, and bind on thy sandals. 
And so he did. And he saith unto 
him, Cast thy garment about thee, 
and follow me. 
9 And he went out, and followed 
him; and wist not that it was true 
which was done by the angel; but 
thought he saw a vision. 
10 When they were past the first 
and the second ward, they came 
unto the iron gate that leadeth 
unto the city; which opened to 
them of his own accord: and they 

NOTES:
HHeerroodd AAggrriippppaa

By the Romans King Herod was made the ruler of Palestine.  
He was not one of the Jewish people; but in the few years that he 
ruled he sought to gain their favour.  One way that he could 
please the Jews was to mistreat the followers of Jesus Christ.  
Herod began to stretch forth his hand against them. If had been 
almost ten years since Stephen had been killed (Lesson 289).  
During that time, the disciples had scattered into all parts of the 
land, spreading the Gospel wherever they went (Acts 8:1 1 And 
Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a 
great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; 
and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles).  Churches were 
established in Samaria and in Antioch, where the disciples were 
first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26).  Saul of Tarsus had been 
converted (Lesson 301).  Peter had been sent to the home of 
Cornelius and had preached about Jesus, and the Gentiles had 
received the Gospel (Acts 11:1 1 And the apostles and brethren 
that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 
word of God).

No doubt the Jewish officials had hoped to frighten the 
disciples by persecution and threatening words (Acts 5:40 40 And 
to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and 
beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go).  But instead of stopping the 
work of the disciples, they caused the Gospel to be spread all the 
more.

JJaammeess
Our lesson today tells about the first Apostle to be a martyr.  A 

martyr is one who give his life for his Christian faith rather than 
deny his belief in Jesus.  James was the first Apostle to be 
martyred.  He was the brother of John, and a son of Zebedee 
(Mark 1:19 19 And when he had gone a little further thence, he 
saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were in the ship mending their nets).  He was a fisherman when 
Jesus called him.  Along with his brother, he immediately left his 
father and the ship to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:22 22 And they 
immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him).  
Later James was called to be one of the twelve Apostles 
(Matthew 10:2 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; 
The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother).  He was one of 
the three who were very close to Jesus.  James was with Jesus at 
the time of His transfiguration (Lesson 114).  James was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus as He prayed in agony.  He as 
one of the three to whom Jesus had said, “Watch with me” 
(Matthew 26:38 38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me).  
After Jesus had ascended into Heaven, James was obedient to 
Jesus’ command to wait for the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4 4 

And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that 
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me).  He went 
with the others to an upper room in Jerusalem to pray (Acts 1:13 
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went out, and passed on through 
one street; and forthwith the angel 
departed from him. 
11 And when Peter was come to 
himself, he said, Now I know of a 
surety, that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out 
of the hand of Herod, and from all 
the expectation of the people of 
the Jews. 
12 And when he had considered the 
thing, he came to the house of 
Mary the mother of John, whose 
surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. 
13 And as Peter knocked at the 
door of the gate, a damsel came 
to hearken, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter's 
voice, she opened not the gate for 
gladness, but ran in, and told how 
Peter stood before the gate. 
15 And they said unto her, Thou art 
mad. But she constantly affirmed 
that it was even so. Then said 
they, It is his angel. 
16 But Peter continued knocking: 
and when they had opened the 
door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. 
17 But he, beckoning unto them 
with the hand to hold their peace, 
declared unto them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said, Go shew these things 
unto James, and to the brethren. 
And he departed, and went into 
another place. 
18 Now as soon as it was day, 
there was no small stir among the 
soldiers, what was become of 
Peter. 
19 And when Herod had sought for 
him, and found him not, he 
examined the keepers, and 
commanded that they should be 
put to death. And he went down 
from Judaea to Caesarea, and 
there abode. 
20 And Herod was highly displeased 
with them of Tyre and Sidon: but 
they came with one accord to him, 

13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, 
where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, 
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James).  
There they received power to be witnesses for Jesus (Acts 1:8 8 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth).

PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonn
TThhiiss wwaass tthhee JJaammeess wwhhoomm HHeerroodd kkiilllleedd wwiitthh aa sswwoorrdd.. WWee aarree

ttoolldd tthhaatt iitt wwaass ccoonnssiiddeerreedd aa ddiissggrraaccee ttoo bbee bbeehheeaaddeedd wwiitthh aa
sswwoorrdd,, aanndd tthhaatt tthhaatt wwaass tthhee wwaayy JJaammeess wwaass kkiilllleedd.. NNoo ddoouubbtt
HHeerroodd hhaadd hhooppeedd tthhaatt bbyy bbrriinnggiinngg ddeeaatthh aanndd ddiissggrraaccee ttoo tthhiiss
AAppoossttllee wwhhoo hhaadd bbeeeenn cclloossee ttoo JJeessuuss,, tthhee ootthheerrss wwoouulldd nnoott bbee ssoo
bboolldd iinn tthheeiirr pprreeaacchhiinngg.. AAtt tthhee ssaammee ttiimmee,, HHeerroodd’’ss aaccttiioonnss wwoouulldd
pplleeaassee tthhee JJeewwss,, aanndd hhee wwoouulldd ggaaiinn ffaavvoouurr wwiitthh tthheemm.. TToo JJaammeess,,
iitt mmeeaanntt tthhaatt hhiiss ssuuddddeenn ddeeaatthh wwoouulldd bbee ssuuddddeenn vviiccttoorryy aanndd hhee
wwoouulldd bbee wwiitthh JJeessuuss,, wwhhoomm hhee lloovveedd vveerryy mmuucchh..

PPeetteerr
WWhheenn HHeerroodd ssaaww tthhaatt JJaammeess’’ ddeeaatthh hhaadd pplleeaasseedd tthhee JJeewwss,, hhee

ccaauusseedd mmoorree ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn.. TThhiiss ttiimmee hhee hhaadd PPeetteerr sseeiizzeedd aanndd ppuutt
iinn jjaaiill.. IItt wwaass aatt tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee uunnlleeaavveenneedd bbrreeaadd,, tthhee kkeeeeppiinngg ooff
tthhee PPaassssoovveerr,, aatt oouurr EEaasstteerr ttiimmee.. PPeetteerr wwaass wweellll gguuaarrddeedd iinn
pprriissoonn aanndd HHeerroodd ppllaannnneedd ttoo kkeeeepp hhiimm tthheerree uunnttiill aafftteerr EEaasstteerr..

This was not the first time that Peter had been in prison 
because of his preaching of the Gospel.  One time the authorities 
had released him, along with John, because they could find 
“nothing how they might punish them” (Acts 4:21).  The Apostles 
were commanded to preach no more in the name of Jesus 
(Lesson 283).  Another time, an angel of the Lord opened the 
prison and freed the Apostles (Acts 5:19 19 But the angel of the 
Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, 
and said).  They had been imprisoned because they had 
continued to preach about Jesus.  They were taken before the 
Sanhedrin.  Peter and the others said, “We ought to obey God 
rather than men.”  This time they were beaten before they were 
released (Acts 5:40 40 And to him they agreed: and when they had 
called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go).

PPeerrhhaappss HHeerroodd kknneeww ooff tthhee ttiimmee wwhheenn PPeetteerr hhaadd eessccaappeedd,,
eevveenn tthhoouugghh tthhee pprriissoonn wwaass ““sshhuutt wwiitthh aallll ssaaffeettyy,, aanndd tthhee kkeeeeppeerrss
ssttaannddiinngg wwiitthhoouutt bbeeffoorree tthhee ddoooorrss”” ((AAccttss 55::2233)).. TThhiiss ttiimmee HHeerroodd
oorrddeerreedd PPeetteerr ttoo bbee ppuutt iinn tthhee iinnnneerr pprriissoonn wwiitthh 1166 ssoollddiieerrss ttoo
gguuaarrdd hhiimm..

PPrraayyeerr
PPeetteerr wwaass iinn aa sseerriioouuss ssiittuuaattiioonn.. TThheerree wwaass nnoo eeaarrtthhllyy hheellpp ffoorr

hhiimm.. TThheerree wwaass nnoo llaaww aanndd nnoo llaawwyyeerr ttoo hhaavvee hhiimm ffrreeeedd.. BBuutt
tthheerree wweerree ssoommee ooff hhiiss ffrriieennddss wwhhoo wweerree pprraayyiinngg.. TThhee ddiisscciipplleess
ggaatthheerreedd aatt tthhee hhoommee ooff MMaarryy,, tthhee mmootthheerr ooff JJoohhnn MMaarrkk.. TThheerree
tthheeyy pprraayyeedd wwiitthhoouutt cceeaassiinngg ffoorr PPeetteerr.. NNoo ddoouubbtt,, ddaayy aanndd nniigghhtt,,
aallll tthhee ttiimmee hhee wwaass iimmpprriissoonneedd,, pprraayyeerrss wweerree ooffffeerreedd iinn hhiiss bbeehhaallff..

WWhheenn aa pprroobblleemm sseeeemmss ttoo bbee hhooppeelleessss,, ssoommee ppeeooppllee tthhiinnkk
tthheerree iiss nnoo uussee ttoo pprraayy.. OOtthheerrss ggiivvee uupp aafftteerr tthheeyy hhaavvee pprraayyeedd
oonnccee oorr ttwwiiccee.. MMaayy wwee lleeaarrnn aa lleessssoonn ffrroomm tthhiiss tthhaatt ““wwiitthh GGoodd aallll
tthhiinnggss ppoossssiibbllee”” ((MMaarrkk 1100::2277))..

TThhee ddaayyss wweenntt bbyy,, aanndd PPeetteerr wwaass ssttiillll iinn pprriissoonn.. FFiinnaallllyy tthheerree
wwaass jjuusstt oonnee mmoorree nniigghhtt bbeeffoorree PPeetteerr wwaass ttoo bbee bbrroouugghhtt bbeeffoorree
tthhee ppeeooppllee ffoorr ttrriiaall.. PPeetteerr wwaass nnoott aaffrraaiidd oorr wwoorrrriieedd aabboouutt wwhhaatt
wwoouulldd hhaappppeenn ttoo hhiimm.. HHee kknneeww tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss ppeeooppllee wweerree
pprraayyiinngg ffoorr hhiimm.. NNoo ddoouubbtt hhee hhaadd bbeeeenn pprraayyiinngg,, ttoooo.. UUssuuaallllyy
GGoodd’’ss ppeeooppllee pprraayyeedd lliikkee JJeessuuss pprraayyeedd:: ““OO mmyy FFaatthheerr,, .. .. .. tthhyy wwiillll
bbee ddoonnee”” ((MMaatttthheeww 2266::4422)).. PPeetteerr pprroobbaabbllyy ffeelltt aass PPaauull,, wwhhoo ssaaiidd::
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and, having made Blastus the 
king's chamberlain their friend, 
desired peace; because their 
country was nourished by the 
king's country. 
21 And upon a set day Herod, 
arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon 
his throne, and made an oration 
unto them. 
22 And the people gave a shout, 
saying, It is the voice of a god, 
and not of a man. 
23 And immediately the angel of 
the Lord smote him, because he 
gave not God the glory: and he 
was eaten of worms, and gave up 
the ghost. 

““FFoorr ttoo mmee ttoo lliivvee iiss CChhrriisstt,, aanndd ttoo ddiiee iiss ggaaiinn”” ((PPhhiilliippppiiaannss 11::2211))..
PPeetteerr wwaass rreeaaddyy ttoo lliivvee oorr ttoo ddiiee ffoorr CChhrriisstt..

DDeelliivveerraannccee
TThhaatt nniigghhtt,, aallll wwaass ddaarrkk aass PPeetteerr wweenntt ttoo sslleeeepp,, cchhaaiinneedd

bbeettwweeeenn ttwwoo ssoollddiieerrss.. SSuuddddeennllyy tthheerree wwaass aa lliigghhtt iinn tthhee pprriissoonn,,
aanndd tthhee aannggeell ooff tthhee LLoorrdd aappppeeaarreedd.. PPeetteerr tthhoouugghhtt hhee wwaass sseeeeiinngg
aa vviissiioonn bbuutt hhee ddiidd aass tthhee aannggeell ttoolldd hhiimm.. AAss hhee aarroossee,, tthhee cchhaaiinnss
ffeellll ffrroomm hhiiss hhaannddss.. PPeetteerr ppuutt oonn hhiiss sshhooeess aanndd ccooaatt aanndd ffoolllloowweedd
tthhee aannggeell.. TThheeyy wweenntt ppaasstt tthhee ffiirrsstt aanndd tthhee sseeccoonndd wwaarrdd.. AAss tthheeyy
ccaammee ttoo tthhee oouuttssiiddee ggaattee,, iitt ooppeenneedd ooff iittss oowwnn aaccccoorrdd.. AAfftteerr tthheeyy
hhaadd ppaasssseedd tthhrroouugghh tthhee iirroonn ggaattee,, lleeaaddiinngg ttoo tthhee cciittyy,, tthhee aannggeell
lleefftt PPeetteerr.. TThheenn hhee rreeaalliisseedd tthhaatt iitt wwaass nnoott aa vviissiioonn.. HHee wwaass
ddeelliivveerreedd ffrroomm pprriissoonn.. TThheerree wweerree nnoo ssiirreennss ssoouunnddiinngg,, nnoo gguuaarrddss
sshhoouuttiinngg hhiiss eessccaappee.. AAllll wwaass qquuiieett,, bbeeccaauussee GGoodd hhaadd sseenntt tthhee
aannggeell ttoo ppeerrffoorrmm tthhiiss mmiirraaccllee.. PPeetteerr ssaaiidd,, ““NNooww II kknnooww ooff aa
ssuurreettyy,, tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd hhaatthh sseenntt hhiiss aannggeell,, aanndd hhaatthh ddeelliivveerreedd mmee
oouutt ooff tthhee hhaanndd ooff HHeerroodd,, aanndd ffrroomm aallll tthhee eexxppeeccttaattiioonn ooff tthhee
ppeeooppllee ooff tthhee JJeewwss..””

FFaaiitthh
PPeetteerr ddeecciiddeedd ttoo ggoo ttoo tthhee hhoommee ooff MMaarryy,, tthhee mmootthheerr ooff JJoohhnn

MMaarrkk,, wwhheerree hhee kknneeww tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff GGoodd wweerree pprraayyiinngg.. HHee
wwaanntteedd ttoo bbee wwiitthh tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo hhaadd pprraayyeedd ffoorr hhiimm.. HHee
wwaanntteedd ttoo tteellll tthheemm hhooww GGoodd hhaadd aannsswweerreedd tthheeiirr pprraayyeerrss aanndd
ddeelliivveerreedd hhiimm.. WWhheenn PPeetteerr kknnoocckkeedd aatt tthhee ddoooorr,, aa yyoouunngg wwoommaann
bbyy tthhee nnaammee ooff RRhhooddaa aasskkeedd wwhhoo wwaass tthheerree.. WWhheenn sshhee
rreeccooggnniisseedd PPeetteerr’’ss vvooiiccee,, sshhee wwaass ssoo eexxcciitteedd aanndd hhaappppyy tthhaatt sshhee
ffoorrggoott ttoo ooppeenn tthhee ddoooorr ttoo lleett PPeetteerr iinn..

RRhhooddaa wweenntt ttoo tteellll tthhee ootthheerrss.. TThheeyy hhaadd pprraayyeedd ffoorr PPeetteerr
mmaannyy ddaayyss wwiitthhoouutt cceeaassiinngg.. WWhheenn tthheeiirr pprraayyeerr wwaass aannsswweerreedd
aanndd hhee wwaass ddeelliivveerreedd,, iitt sseeeemmeedd ttoooo ggoooodd ttoo bbee ttrruuee.. TThheeyy ccoouulldd
ssccaarrcceellyy bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt iitt wwaass PPeetteerr wwhhoo ccoonnttiinnuueedd ttoo kknnoocckk oouuttssiiddee
tthhee ddoooorr.. WWhheenn tthheeyy ssaaww hhiimm,, tthheeyy wweerree aassttoonniisshheedd.. GGoodd hhaadd
wwoorrkkeedd ssuucchh aa mmiirraaccllee!! PPeetteerr hheelldd uupp hhiiss hhaanndd ttoo qquuiieett tthheemm,, aanndd
hhee tteessttiiffiieedd ooff hhiiss ddeelliivveerraannccee..

Peter left and went to another place, after he had asked the 
disciples to tell James.  No doubt this was the James who was 
regarded as overseer of the Church at Jerusalem.  (Acts 21:17-
18 17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received 
us gladly. 18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto 
James; and all the elders were present) When the people of God 
have prayed for us, and God delivers us, it is only right that we 
should let them know what the Lord has done.  Peter wanted 
James and the other brethren to know that he was safe because 
God had delivered him.

DDooeess iitt nnoott sseeeemm ssttrraannggee tthhaatt tthheessee pprraayyiinngg ppeeooppllee wweerree
aassttoonniisshheedd wwhheenn PPeetteerr wwaass rreelleeaasseedd bbyy tthhee aannggeell?? PPeerrhhaappss GGoodd
ggaavvee tthhiiss lleessssoonn aass aann eexxaammppllee ffoorr uuss.. DDoo wwee aallwwaayyss hhaavvee ffaaiitthh
ttoo bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt oouurr pprraayyeerrss aarree aannsswweerreedd?? IInn tthhee BBiibbllee wwee rreeaadd,,
““WWhhaatt tthhiinnggss ssooeevveerr yyee ddeessiirree,, wwhheenn yyee pprraayy,, bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt yyee
rreecceeiivvee tthheemm,, aanndd yyee sshhaallll hhaavvee tthheemm”” ((MMaarrkk 1111::2244)).. TToo aa ffaatthheerr
wwhhoo bbrroouugghhtt hhiiss ddeemmoonniiaacc ssoonn ttoo bbee hheeaalleedd,, JJeessuuss ssaaiidd,, ““IIff tthhoouu
ccaannsstt bbeelliieevvee,, aallll tthhiinnggss aarree ppoossssiibbllee ttoo hhiimm tthhaatt bbeelliieevveetthh”” ((MMaarrkk
99::2233)).. TThheessee aarree tthhee wwoorrddss ooff SSaaiinntt JJoohhnn:: ““TThhiiss iiss tthhee
ccoonnffiiddeennccee tthhaatt wwee hhaavvee iinn hhiimm,, tthhaatt,, iiff wwee aasskk aannyy tthhiinngg
aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo hhiiss wwiillll,, hhee hheeaarrtthh uuss:: aanndd iiff wwee kknnooww tthhaatt hhee hheeaarr
uuss,, wwhhaattssooeevveerr wwee aasskk,, wwee kknnooww tthhaatt wwee hhaavvee tthhee ppeettiittiioonnss tthhaatt
wwee ddeessiirreedd ooff hhiimm”” ((II JJoohhnn 55::1144,, 1155)).. MMaayy tthhiiss lleessssoonn hheellpp uuss ttoo
pprraayy mmoorree,, aanndd ttoo hhaavvee mmoorree ffaaiitthh wwhheenn wwee ddoo pprraayy..

NNoo MMeerrccyy
TThhee nneexxtt mmoorrnniinngg tthheerree wwaass aa ggrreeaatt ssttiirr iinn tthhee pprriissoonn.. PPeetteerr

wwaass nnoowwhheerree ttoo bbee ffoouunndd.. AAppppaarreennttllyy tthhee ssoollddiieerrss hhaadd sslleepptt aass
tthhee aannggeell sseett PPeetteerr ffrreeee.. TThhee iirroonn ggaattee mmuusstt hhaavvee ggoonnee bbaacckk iinn
ppllaaccee aass mmiirraaccuulloouussllyy aass iitt hhaadd ooppeenneedd ooff iittss oowwnn aaccccoorrdd.. PPeetteerr
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wwaass nnoott ttoo bbee ffoouunndd.. TThhee jjaaiilleerrss wweerree qquueessttiioonneedd bbeeffoorree HHeerroodd..
NNoonnee kknneeww aannyytthhiinngg aabboouutt PPeetteerr’’ss eessccaappee.. WWhheenn tthheeyy ccoouulldd nnoott
aaccccoouunntt ffoorr PPeetteerr,, HHeerroodd oorrddeerreedd tthheemm ttoo bbee kkiilllleedd..

TThhiiss mmaann wwhhoo hhaadd ppllaannnneedd ttoo ppuutt PPeetteerr ttoo ddeeaatthh wwaass ssoooonn ttoo
ddiiee.. HHeerroodd hhaadd nnoo lloovvee ffoorr tthhee ddiisscciipplleess.. IInn ppeerrsseeccuuttiinngg tthheemm,,
HHeerroodd wwaass ffiigghhttiinngg aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd.. BBuutt tthheerree ccaammee aa ttiimmee wwhheenn
GGoodd wwaass aaggaaiinnsstt HHeerroodd..

SSmmiitttteenn bbyy GGoodd
FFoorr ssoommee uunnkknnoowwnn rreeaassoonn,, HHeerroodd wwaass ddiisspplleeaasseedd wwiitthh tthhee

ppeeooppllee ooff TTyyrree aanndd SSiiddoonn.. TThheeyy hhaadd mmaaddee ffrriieennddss wwiitthh BBllaassttuuss,,
wwhhoo hheelldd aa ppllaaccee ooff hhoonnoouurr cclloossee ttoo HHeerroodd.. TThheeyy wwaanntteedd ttoo bbee aatt
ppeeaaccee wwiitthh HHeerroodd,, ssoo aarrrraannggeemmeennttss wweerree mmaaddee ffoorr hhiimm ttoo ttaallkk ttoo
tthheemm.. TThheerree wwaass aa cceerrttaaiinn ttiimmee sseett wwhheenn HHeerroodd wwoouulldd ddeelliivveerr aa
ssppeeeecchh ttoo tthheemm.. HHee wwaass ddrreesssseedd iinn hhiiss rrooyyaall aappppaarreell aass hhee ssaatt
uuppoonn hhiiss tthhrroonnee iinn vviieeww ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee.. AAppppaarreennttllyy tthheeyy lliikkeedd hhiiss
ssppeeeecchh,, bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy ggaavvee aa ggrreeaatt sshhoouutt,, ssaayyiinngg,, ““IItt iiss tthhee vvooiiccee
ooff aa ggoodd,, aanndd nnoott ooff aa mmaann..”” HHeerroodd lliikkee tthhoossee wwoorrddss ooff ffllaatttteerryy,,
aanndd ddiidd nnoott ddeennyy tthheemm.. HHee lliikkeedd tthhee hhoonnoouurr ffoorr hhiimmsseellff aanndd ddiidd
nnoott ggiivvee tthhee gglloorryy ttoo GGoodd.. BBuutt HHeerroodd’’ss gglloorryy ddiidd nnoott llaasstt lloonngg.. AAss
hhee ssaatt tthheerree bbeeffoorree tthhee ppeeooppllee,, hhee wwaass ssmmiitttteenn bbyy GGoodd.. HHiiss
ddiisseeaassee wwaass aa hhoorrrriibbllee oonnee,, aanndd iitt hhaass bbeeeenn ssaaiidd tthhaatt hhee wwaass iinn
ggrreeaatt ppaaiinn.. IInn hhiiss ssuuffffeerriinngg hhee ssoooonn ddiieedd..

TThheessee ttwwoo mmeenn iinn oouurr lleessssoonn rreepprreesseenntt tthhee ttwwoo kkiinnddss ooff ppeeooppllee
iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd.. TThhoossee,, lliikkee HHeerroodd,, wwhhoo hhaavvee nnoo rreeggaarrdd ffoorr GGoodd aanndd
wwhhoo ppeerrsseeccuuttee HHiiss ppeeooppllee,, mmuusstt eenndduurree tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss ooff GGoodd.. IIff
HHeerroodd hhaadd pprraayyeedd,, hhiiss lliiffee ccoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn cchhaannggeedd.. TThhoossee,, lliikkee
PPeetteerr,, wwhhoo hhaavvee aa ccoonncceerrnn ffoorr GGoodd aanndd HHiiss wwoorrkk,, hhaavvee bbeeeenn
ddeelliivveerreedd tthhrroouugghh pprraayyeerr.. ““TThhee eeffffeeccttuuaall ffeerrvveenntt pprraayyeerr ooff aa
rriigghhtteeoouuss mmaann aavvaaiilleetthh mmuucchh..””

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhyy wwaass JJaammeess kkiilllleedd??
22.. WWhhoo kkiilllleedd hhiimm??
33.. WWhhoo wwaass iimmpprriissoonneedd??
44.. WWhhyy wwaass hhee ppuutt iinn pprriissoonn??
55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd HHeerroodd ppllaann ttoo ddoo ttoo PPeetteerr??
66.. HHooww wwaass PPeetteerr rreelleeaasseedd??
77.. WWhhoo pprraayyeedd ffoorr PPeetteerr??
88.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd wwhheenn tthheeyy pprraayyeedd??
99.. WWhhaatt kkiinndd ooff rruulleerr wwaass HHeerroodd??

1100.. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd ffaallll uuppoonn HHeerroodd??


