




GOD'S CURE 
FOR SIN 



Learning from Experience 
CAN A TEACHER use personal experiences in teaching a class? The 
answer is YES! Jesus' methods are a good example of this type of teaching. 
He referred to daily happenings and common objects, turning them into 
learning situations for His audiences. For example, consider His stories 
about the woman who searched for a lost coin, the shepherd who lost one of 
his sheep and was so thrilled at finding it that he carried it home, the sower 
and the seed, and the son who left home and the joy of the father when that 
son returned. Farming, coins, sheep, sons-things we know about-can 
help us understand the truths of God's Word in a clear, easily visualized way. 

Boys and girls usually do not have large storehouses of experiences on 
which a teacher can build, because they have not lived very long. Yet a 
teacher who places value on life and its experiences can assist these young 

people to learn through the experiences of others. 
When using personal experiences in teaching, it is important to think 

about the value of the experience in terms of what was learned by it. Also 
consider: How does the experience apply to this particular class of 
students? 

It is important for the students to relate experiences that have taken 
place in their own lives. However, many times the teacher must draw 

out the student in order to make the point. Some questions 
could be: What did you feel? Were others involved? Was 
the experience good or bad, and why? These are 

questions that can help the student reflect on every part of 
the experience. 
Try to develop some principles from the experience. Ask: Do 

you want it to happen again? Could it have been avoided? Were 
you in control of the situation? What good have you learned 
from the experience? Were there any negative aspects in 
it? After reflecting verbally on the experience, attempt to 
help members of the class relate it to themselves 
personally, exploring what they could learn from this 

experience of another person. 
It must be understood that this method should only 

be used as a part of the overall teaching of a 
class. But it can be an important part, 

because it gives the teacher an opportunity 
to get right down to 

the level of daily 
living. 



imely 
ips for 
eachers 
Tip #1: Be Prepared 

Following these 
simple suggestions 

can make all the 
difference in your 

teaching. 

Study your Teacher's Guide. During the week, teach your lesson to 
imaginary students as you go about your tasks. Work on your material as 
though all depended on you, but pray as though all depended on God. 

Tip #2: Be On Time 
Do not rush in hurriedly at the last moment. You need a few minutes to be 
quiet and get into a reverent spirit. 

Tip #3: Be Attractive 
Students like their teacher to be lovely to look at (even men teachers). Be 
clean and neat. Don't overdress. Wear a smile, and let your inner radiance 
shine through. 

Tip #4: Be Natural 
Don't try to be someone else or something else, but ask the Lord to make 
you your real self. Be natural! 

Tip #5: Be Interesting 
Be sure you are vitally interested in the lesson, and your students will 
catch the same spirit. 

Tip #6: Be Patient 
This is most important! Remember that your students are learning, and 
sometimes they need to have lessons repeated. 

Tip #7: Be Alert 
Be sure you're wide-awake on Sunday mornings. You need to be focused 
on your students in order to be responsive to their needs and the dynamics 
of your group as a whole. 

Tip #8: Be Personal 
Apply the message to the age group you teach. Remember that each 
student is an individual and likes to be treated as such. 

Tip #9: Be Firm 
Command the students' respect by the way you conduct your class. Teach 
them reverence for the house of God. 
Tip #10: Be Prompt In Closing 
Be on time in making your closing remarks. It will make your students edgy 
if they see you are running past the allotted time. 
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ONE OF THE KEY PRINCIPLES for successful 
teaching of Search is the use of discussion ques-
tions as a classroom teaching tool. This can be a 
difficult assignment for teachers who have been 
accustomed to presenting their material in an ex-
pository manner. 

Why are we encouraging discussion in class 
rather than the lecture method? Discussion en-
sures retention of information. Scientific studies 
have established that a student will retain a mere 
12% of what he hears when only listening. When 
a visual element is added, such as illustrations, 
diagrams, or objects, retention increases to 50%. 
But when a student is actively participating in the 
learning exercise, instead of passively sitting and 
watching, he will retain up to 90%. 

Just what is discussion? 
Considered in the context of a tool for Sunday 

school teaching, we might define it as "an infor-
mal group conversation which is centered on a 
Bible text and directed toward a meaningful goal." 
Now let's look closely at several of the key words 
in this definition. 

INFORMAL 
This mood is most effective for stimulating a good 
discussion. It suggests a circle of chairs rather 
than straight rows. It could mean a table sur-
rounded by chairs. It implies the leader or mod-
erator sits as part of a group, rather than standing 
in front of the class. 
CONVERSATION 
Everyone present is encouraged to contribute his 
ideas. Emphasis is on a give-and-take dialogue 
rather than a series of sermonettes delivered by 
each of the participants. The group size should 
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Teaching 
Through 

Discussion 

not be so large as to make it impossible for every-
one to have a part. 
CENTERED ON A BIBLE TEXT 
Our Sunday school classes should focus on ef-
fective Bible discussions. As such, each part of 
the discussion should have Scripture as its foun-
dation. Personal experiences or thoughts should 
be brought out only as supporting evidence for 
the Scriptures being considered. 
DIRECTED 
A successful discussion must have a leader. He 
has the responsibility of guiding the talk into the 
right channels, and making sure it stays there. He 
is the catalyst, guide, and clarifier. He is not an 
answer man, the last word, or a monopolizer. 
A MEANINGFUL GOAL 
One danger of the discussion technique of teach-
ing is that the class will be considered successful 
just because a lot was said. That is not the case. 
The good class discussion will contribute to the 
spiritual growth of the individuals participating. 
The goal or objective of the lesson will have been 
presented, and then supported and illustrated by 
the ensuing discussion. 

Jesus himself was a master at the use of a 
discussion question designed to bring wisdom 
out of common folk. "Whom do men say that I 
am?" (Mark 8:27); "Whom say ye that I am?" 
(Mark 8:29); and "Which now of these three . . .  
was neighbour unto him?" (Luke 10:36). The art 
of questioning is an important and necessary skill 
which can be learned and improved upon. 

Teachers, ask the Lord to help you to develop 
these techniques and do your best! 



14 Ways to 
Discourage Students 

Some adults, especially parents and teachers, seem adept at driving a wedge between teenagers 
and themselves, even though they sincerely desire to help young people. The following fourteen 
points are things to consider for teachers of young and old alike. Check your own attitudes and 
actions with these points. Then make any necessary changes. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

Wipe out incentive. Tell your student that someone tried his idea six years ago. It didn't work 
then, and it won't work now. 

Depend on a few pupils. Use a few "pets" for every activity. Don't try to develop responsibility 
in the others. 

Do not commend a student for any contribution or special effort on his part. Take him and his 
efforts for granted. 

Reprimand your student for his weaknesses. Never bother to pray that he will be strength-
ened. Just scold him for his faults. 

Expect everyone to conform to your way of thinking. This covers everything. Make no allow-
ances. You are always right! 

Don't try to develop a spirit of unity among your students. Why try to work up something they 
should have learned a long time ago? 

Do not visit in their homes or show any personal interest in them outside of the class time. Tell 
them you are too busy to visit or listen to their problems. 

Betray a confidence. One especially effective method is to use a confidence as an illustration 
in the class setting. 

Set up a spy system. Ask your "pets" to report any questionable things going on among the 
students. This will foster doubt and distrust. 

Blame your failures as a teacher on your class. Tell them they don't pay attention; they bring 
up subjects not in the lesson. 

Make Christianity a list of "don'ts." That's easier than to teach that Christianity is a healthy, 
disciplined freedom, offering opportunity for self-expression and the taking of responsibility. 

Question the work of the church. Express your discontent or doubt about things you do not 
understand or agree with. 

Stay in a rut. Never alter your methods. Why work so hard to make Sunday school varied and 
interesting? You've done it this way for ten years and it's worked. Why change now? 

Fail to prepare your student to meet changes in life. Teach Bible facts, but never relate them 
to everyday life, except for direct commands. 
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Theme Thoughts 
It has been the aim of Satan since the beginning of 

time to bring all humanity into his ranks. Ever since the 
downfall of man in the Garden of Eden, the fight of right 
against wrong has been raging in this world. But God 
has made ample provision for the salvation of man's im-
mortal soul. 

It is this provision that will be taken up in this study of 
"God's Cure for Sin." In Genesis 3:15 we see the first 
beam of light for lost humanity pointing toward Christ, 
the Redeemer of man. A key lesson in this quarter deals 
with God offering His own Son as a substitute for man-
kind. 

Woven into this quarter are lessons covering the 
events leading up to Easter. We will explore the mes-
sage and hope of the Resurrection as the foundation of 
the Gospel, and will learn how one can be enabled to 
walk in newness of life. We will also study some of the 
results of salvation and the benefits it brings into one's 
life. 

May God bless you as you explore His plan for the 
redemption of man. 




















































































































