Lesson 42
TEXT
SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES

OBJECTIVE

KEY VERSE FOR ANSWER

KEY VERSE FOR SEARCH

RESOURCE MATERIAL

1 Samuel 3:1-10; Isaiah 6:1-8
Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 9:3-6

The students will be able to explain the importance of
recognizing and answering God’s call.

Speak, Lorp; for thy servant heareth. — 1 Samuel 3:9
Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall
| send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am I,
send me. — Isaiah 6:8

Tract No. 19 — A Witness of the Power of God

e Will You Answer?
e God’s Call to Service

REFERENCE INFORMATION

Samuel, often called the last of the judges and the first
of the prophets, resided at Ramah, about six miles north
of Jerusalem. It was his birthplace, judicial residence,
and place of burial (1 Samuel 1:19; 7:17; 25:1). Ramah
was where Samuel administered justice and also built an
altar. He went on circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh,
judging Israel all the days of his life (1 Samuel 7:15-17).
Shiloh, about fifteen miles north of Ramah, was the loca-

YOUR OPENER

tion of the Tabernacle from the time of Joshua to Samuel.
It was also where Samuel ministered as a child.

Samuel is mentioned in several other Old Testament
Books and is recognized as a man of prayer: Psalm
99:6; Jeremiah 15:1. In the New Testament he is re-
ferred to by Peter (Acts 3:24), by Paul (Acts 13:20), and
in Hebrews 11:32 as one whose faith pleased God.
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RESPONSES

1. God calls every man to salvation. Review
briefly the necessity of a born-again experience
which transforms the heart and life. As your stu-
dents discuss the second part of the questions,
they should establish that salvation must be the
basis for any work for God. Ask your class to list
some of the ways people may try to serve hu-
manity, but in doing so, sometimes leave Christ
out of the picture. Their list may include: advanc-
ing education through scholarships and grants,
maintaining famine and relief agencies, working
with social services to aid victims of crime or
disease. These are all honorable efforts, but the
danger is that man may attempt to substitute
these for true service to God. The key to God’s
service is having the foundation of salvation
in the heart and doing His will. Read Matthew
7:21-23.

2. His mother had consecrated him before con-
ception, and later brought him to be used in
God’s service. Discuss with your class the verses
which point out that Samuel seemingly had made
his own commitment to the Lord. 1 Samuel 1:28;
2:26

3. Because Eli failed in his duty before God, God
instructed Samuel to bring a message of judg-
ment to Eli’'s house. Point out that all respond
to the call of God, but some respond by refus-
ing or neglecting to do what God commands,
while others answer yes. Ask the class what
happened to Eli because of his neglect? See 1
Samuel 4:17,18. Discuss some of the possible
consequences of neglecting to answer the call of
God in our day: losing their opportunity to serve,
failing to be an example to their children, living
with feelings of guilt or condemnation, ultimately
losing their spiritual reward or perhaps even their
hope of Heaven.
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Lesson 42

God’s Call to Service

TEXT: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; Isaiah 6:1-8

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES: Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 9:3-6

KEY VERSE: Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send, and who will go for
us? Then said |, Here am I; send me. — Isaiah 6:8

RESOURCE MATERIAL: Tract No. 19 — A Witness of the Power of God

When Samuel answered God’s call with those beautiful words, “Speak, Lorb; for thy servant
heareth,” Samuel was commissioned to a life of service for God. Though still a youth, he had an
ear to hear and a heart to do the bidding of the Lord. How wonderful if all would answer the call of

God as readily as Samuel did, and with the same consecration and zeal in their response!

1. What is one thing to which God calls every man? See 1 Timothy 2:4. Why is answering this call

important in order to serve the Lord?

2. Why was Samuel ministering unto the Lord before Eli? 1 Samuel 1:11,24-28

3. According to Scripture, Eli had neglected to do what the Lord required of him (1 Samuel 2:27-35).

How did his neglect tie in with God'’s instructions for Samuel?

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION NOTES




4. Read 1 Samuel 3:15 and describe how Samuel responded to this opportunity for service.

5. Why do you think God calls us to His service?

6. What are some of the things God calls people to do? How do these calls come to us?

7. Is there a progression in the calls the Lord gives us? How do we qualify for “bigger” jobs?

8. How can we be sure that it is God who is calling us, not just our own ideas or inclinations
that are influencing our decision regarding what the Lord wants us to do? See John 7:17 and
1 Corinthians 14:32.

9. After God calls us to something, does He ever change His mind? See Romans 11:29.

YOUR WRAP-UP

4. He was afraid to tell Eli what the Lord had
showed him. Discuss with your class how it may
be difficult at times to do what the Lord calls
them to do, even though He has given the assur-
ance that He will be with them and uphold them.
See Isaiah 41:10. Ask your class to relate some
biblical examples which illustrate that the most
difficult opportunities for service bring about the
greatest victories. Consider Moses’ facing Pha-
raoh, and later the Red Sea; Daniel in the lions
den; David’s facing Goliath, etc.

5. Your students will probably bring out that God
wants His message to be spread to all the world,
and mankind is the means He has chosen. Em-
phasize the fact that He calls us because He
loves us, and service to God brings wonderful
blessings into the lives of all who answer His
call.

6. Allow students to suggest some of the things
God calls man to do. These calls may come in
different ways: instructions from God’s Word,
request of pastor or other servants of God, or
the personal leading of God’s Spirit. Stress that
God's call doesn’t always come by some dramat-
ic revelation. Lead into the next question by dis-
cussing how they often may perform seemingly
small duties in the Lord’s service just because
the need is there and it is a position they can fill.
It may be that the Lord uses these small steps as
a training process for some other responsibility
He wishes them to fulfill later.

7. First, one must define bigger. Is being a pas-
tor a bigger (more important) job than being an
usher or church janitor? Allow discussion. Point
out that God asks only that we live up to our po-
tential. There is a progression in reaching one’s
potential, but a title or position isn’t the measure
of one’s success in God’s sight. His measure is
our willingness to be taught and led according
to His calling, and our faithfulness in doing what
our hands find to do. See Luke 16:10 and Colos-
sians 3:23.

8. Your students should respond with the thought
that anything they feel the Lord is calling them
to do must, of course, line up with the teachings
of His Word. Point out that God will often reveal
His call for them to someone else also. If their
leading is in harmony with the Scriptures and
the leading of those over them, they can be sure
God is calling.

9. In reading the Scripture given, the class
should determine that while man changes and
circumstances change, God stays the same.
That doesn’t mean God reveals His whole plan
for them in one day. But He will lead them step
by step toward the ultimate call that He has for
their lives.
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SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS

Why did God bother with someone as young as Sam-
uel?

Do you think God was pleased with Samuel’s going to
Eli? Why or why not? What does his quickness to re-
spond to Eli, even after he had gone to bed, reveal of
Samuel’s regard for Eli?

If a time should come when we aren’t sure of God’s call
to us, what can we learn from Samuel’s example?

How might Eli’'s advice to Samuel be applied in our own
lives? Compare this to Isaiah’s response to God’s call.

Does Jesus still call us after we are saved? What does
He want us to do?

How can we be sure it is God who is calling us, and that
we are not just being motivated by our own desires?

Is there a progression in the calls the Lord gives us?
How do we qualify for the “bigger” jobs?

What are some of the things God calls people to do to-
day? How do these calls come to us?

In the ANSWER story, what is the call that is very easily
missed? Why might it be missed, and what does this tell
us about our attitude or receptivity if we don’t want to be
missed?

THINGS TO DO

Bring a telephone (not a cellular one!) to class. Discuss
why, when it is not connected, we cannot get a message
through.

If the children in your class have Christian parents or
friends, see if they can name some things these people
do to help in God’s service.

Bring several items to illustrate physical methods of call-
ing: a telephone, a watch with a beeper, an invitation, a
bird or duck call, a megaphone, a whistle, etc. Then dis-
cuss how God calls. Show some of the following items:
the Bible, a picture of a person witnessing, a tract, a
sermon tape, a picture of a person praying.

Bring a tape recording of the voices of several people

saying a certain phrase. Ask them to identify the voice
they know. Then point out that they had to listen carefully
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to do so, to be sure they were right. So must we listen
carefully to hear and correctly identify God’s voice when
He speaks.

To help your students visualize the fact that God calls
people from all walks of life, provide each student with
a sheet of paper on which you have outlined the shape
of a shield. Explain that you wish them to fill this in with
details to make a symbol of one type of person the Lord
might call. For example, they might wish to fill in the
shape with textbooks, a pencil, and notebook paper to
symbolize a student. Display the symbols with a heading
such as, “God’s Call Is to Alll”

Give all the students a piece of paper. Ask them to pre-
tend they are Samuel the night after he heard God’s
voice speaking to him. Have them write a diary entry for
that night which reveals his thoughts and emotions fol-
lowing this event.

Answers for ANSWER

God’s Call to Samuel

Read the Bible text for this lesson. Then fill in the blanks of each sentence. Each word
will begin with the letter given at the beginning of the sentence.

... When Sa.muL realized God was calling him, he Sd.l..i, jmk
for thy S€rvant heareth.”

. . . Before Samuel knew it was God calling him, he had gone to Eli three
times @nd._ said, “Here Qum 1, for you called me.”

... In the , Eli m&d_& Samuel tell him everything God had
said. So Samuel told Eli God was going to an end to his house.

... In the night, after God had talked to Samuel, he lay 40N his bed
] morning.

... The priest, €L, was old and his €Yyes were dim. And before the
lamp of God went out, God told Samuel things that would make the
of _Q_\L&I‘_BQDL tingle.

...t paysto _Ll_s.t_@L to God's voice, so we will know what God wants
in His will all day
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of us, and we can




