FOLLOW HIS STAR

LESSON 17 — Matthew 2:1-12

The Wise Men, in search of a King,
set out to follow His star.

et’s go back through the centuries to a

night nearly 2000 years ago and focus

on a caravan—a group of men traveling

by camel. It’s an uncomfortable way to
travel. The country they must pass through is
rough, and the sun extremely hot. But this is
no great problem because these men travel by
night—they are following a star!

They have planned for a long journey, carrying
enough food for themselves, their helpers, and
the camels. The animals are loaded with clothing
and gifts. Toiling over the hills, the men wipe
the dust from their faces, for dust is everywhere,
even in their eyes and mouths. They wonder

how much farther they will have to travel. Yet
they are excited! There’s not a thought of turn-
ing back.

Who are these men and where are they going?
They are educated men who have studied the
Scriptures as well as the sciences. Judging from
the gifts they carry with them, they are wealthy.
They come from the East, possibly Mesopotamia.
And why are they traveling? They believe the
promised Messiah has been born, and they want
to worship Him.

As they approach Jerusalem, their anticipation
grows. The end of their journey is close at hand.

How excited they must be! Can you picture the
Wise Men asking the gatekeepers, “Where is he
that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to worship
him.” They expect the gatekeepers to say, “Yes,
we have seen Him! Come, and we will show you
the way.”

Instead, no one knows what they are talking
about. King of the Jews? Star? The people of
Jerusalem obviously have not been looking for
Him. They aren’t even interested! So the Wise
Men go to the king of Judea with their quest.
The Bible tells us that when King Herod heard
these things, he was troubled. Can you see him
as he calls all his scribes and the chief priests
and demands that they tell him where the Christ
is to be born?

They tell him, “In Bethlehem!” It had been fore-
told by the prophet Micah and written in the
Book. God had declared many years before
exactly where the Savior was to be born and
what signs would indicate His birth. Now the
star is in the sky for all to see. But only those
who are looking for Him take an interest in
these things.

The Wise Men lose no time in heading for
Bethlehem. Their excitement grows as they

DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP // 13




KEY VERSE

again follow the star. God has
not forgotten them but is still 4§
leading. And the star leads Z:"
them to the Very place where®
Joseph and Mary are W1th the
young Child, Jesus. 7 :

What joy fills the h
the Wise Men as the;

_sof

esent' ’-'4

“their gifts! They have brought /
- gold, a sign of WQaIth frankm-
‘cense, a perfume or a spice; and

myrrh, a type of incense. They

N WANT 10 WORSHIP HI'IVI 109,

Where is he that is born ng of the Jews’?'for we
come to warship him. — Mgtthew 2:2.

Child, be'caus'eb‘they know o‘ 2
“ has led them and they can trust’

are not surprised to see a young

they were searching for and
they are satisfied.

What arel,yqlgiset-ztévlzing
for? Are you looking for good

~ grades, popularity, friends,

a good time— something

that will be fun, or make

you happy? Some pleasures

last for only a short time, but
there are also pleasures tgat ¥
will last forever. ¥

One man in our Portland B

- congregation testifies that

Chrj

H1m They worship the Child as
K1ng of the Je ews.

Thélr ]ourney to ﬁnd the
mised M'essmh has com

when he was considering what
it would mean to become a
tian he thought If I lived - |
to be a hundred years old with
nevér._ai?;ache or pain or a care
in this world, and had all the
things that money could buy,
but then missed Heaven, I
wouldn’t have gained a thing.
He made the right choice, and
gave his life to the Lord.

Another man tells how he
spent much of his life buying

14 // VISIT US @ WWW.APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG

things for his @olIéct1on e
,hlm that"Was happiness. And
yet, af%er sixty-two years, he
looked back over his life and
said, “I looked for happiness in
all the wrong places. All the
stuff I have accumulated has
not brought me peace.” The
world offers a lot a things, but
one thing it can’t give is peace
and everlasting happiness. This
is only found in Jesus. Find
Him for yourself today!



When the Wise Men saw the star they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
Do you know what else they did? To find out you must decide if the
statements below are true or false. Color over the T's above each sentence
if the statement is true or color the F's if the statement is false. Fill in the
blank lines at the bottom of the page with the letters you discover.

They saw They found  They saw The child The Child

His starin  Him in the young was in a was with
the east. Bethlehem.  Child. manger. his mother.
6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

They fell They gave They were They They

down and Him gifts. warned in a returned to  departed to
worshipped dream. the king. their own
Him. country.
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