SOMETHING TO SHARE

LESSON 35 — Galatians 5:22-26

Grandma always had
good advice.

enevieve pressed her

nose against the car

window. Her thoughts

were not on the trees
and houses she saw while trav-
eling, but on Grandma'’s house
where she was going to spend
this Saturday afternoon.

Before long, Genevieve was sit-

ting by her grandmother, watch-

ing her knit. “Grandma,” she
began, “there’s something that’s
been bothering me.”

“Yes?” asked her grandmother
quietly.

“Well, this new girl at school,
Bella, will not speak to me. I
say hi to her, but she just looks
away. At lunch yesterday, she
wanted to sit at my table, and I

28 //

thought about not making room
for her, but I knew that would
not be nice.”

“That’s for sure,” said Grandma.
“Being a Christian, you don’t

want to miss a chance like this
for something good to happen.”

“What good can come from some-
one’s acting mean to me?” said
Genevieve with a frown.

“I'm sure if you just keep on being
nice to Bella, one of these days
you two will be the best of
friends. Every morning before
you go to school, just say a
prayer that you will be able to
do the right thing to win Bella.”
Genevieve nodded her head. “I
guess I just have to be patient.”

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.APOSTOLICFAITH.ORG

Grandma got out her Bible. “You
know, Genevieve,” she said, “God
probably brought this little inci-
dent into your life to help you to
grow spiritually.

“I have an idea,” Grandma said,
looking up. “Every time you
think about Bella, pretend that
the two of you are already good
friends. It might sound like a
game, but God calls that faith.
We are showing God that we
believe something even though
we haven’t seen it happen yet.
All of this reminds me of some
verses in the Bible.

“Why don't you look up Galatians
5:22 and 23 while I go into the
kitchen,” Grandma went on. “I
smell something good in there.
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I'll be right back with some
warm cookies and milk.”

Geneuvieve found the verses in
the Bible and began reading

to herself, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.”

“Grandma, what does this
mean?” Genevieve pointed to
the words, “there is no law,”
when her grandma came back
into the room.

“That means there are laws
against bad things such as
lying, stealing, and being hate-
ful or selfish, but God has no
laws forbidding us from any of
these good things. He wants
us to be loving, joyful, gentle,
and all of these things. You
already mentioned that you will
be patient and wait for Bella
to become your friend. And we
talked about what faith means.”

“This is exciting, Grandma!”
Genevieve exclaimed. “I never
understood this till now.”

“This verse also says, the fruit of
the Spirit, not fruits,”
Grandmother pointed out as
she offered Genevieve the warm
cookies. “It’s like all of these
good qualities are parts of one
thing, just like your body is
one but has many parts. We
must let God’s Spirit control our
lives. When we please Him, He
makes this good fruit to grow in
our lives.”

Genevieve smiled. “I'm really
glad I'm a Christian! Right

now I feel that if I just talk to
God about this problem, and
any others that come, I know
I'll be happy and make others
happy too.”

“With that attitude, Geneuvieve,
you will make God happy also,”
Grandma told her.

As the day passed, Genevieve did
lots of thinking about Bella. In
her mind, Bella was already

her friend.

Monday morning found
Genevieve walking through the
school door. As she hurried down
the hall, she started think-

ing about the good things her
grandmother had told her. She
also remembered the prayer she
had prayed that morning, “God,
somehow help me to treat Bella
like she is special. You gave

me something special to share
with others.”

During some spare time that
morning, Genevieve quickly pen-
ciled a note that said, “Have a
nice day! Your friend, Genevieve.”
She folded it and held it in her
hand. Something inside her said,
You can do it!

As the students left for lunch,
Genevieve waited until Bella left
the room, and then she put the
note inside Bella’s desk.

After lunch, Genevieve was back
in the classroom waiting to see
what would happen. She ner-
vously watched for Bella to find
her note. Bella finally reached
down and began to open it slowly.
The smiley face Genevieve had
drawn caught her eye, and she
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read the note. She looked across
the room to Genevieve, and they
shyly exchanged smiles.

When class was over, Bella and
Genevieve met in the hall. They
both said, “Hi.” Bella looked
down at her books and said,

“You're about the only friendly
person I've met here.” Inside,
Bella was wondering what made
Genevieve different.

“I know it must be hard coming to
a new school,” Genevieve said as
they began walking down the
hall. “Let’s eat lunch together
tomorrow, okay?”

“Sure!” answered Bella. She had
the feeling that Genevieve was a
person worth knowing.

As the girls became better
acquainted, the good things in
Genevieve's life began to shine
through to Bella. Finally, one
day, she asked Genevieve what
made her different from the
other kids at school.

“7.

m a Christian!”
smiled Genevieve.

“You're sure a happy one!” Bella
commented.

“Is there any other kind?”
Genevieve asked.

They both laughed.

Genevieve knew that God had
led her to someone who was
searching for the same happi-
ness. She felt that something
exciting was going to happen,
just as Grandma had said.
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ExXAMPLE:

FRUIT=6+18+21+ 9+ 20 = 74¢

The fruit of the Spirit LOVE =
is a valuable part of
your Christian life. The JOY =
coins on this page each

PEACE =

have a letter inside
that has been given a
certain value. Find the
total for each Christian GENTLENESS =
characteristic.

LONG-SUFFERING =

GOODNESS =

MEEKNESS =

TEMPERANCE =

FAITH =
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