
Colton was fed up. He 
had been babysitting 
his younger brother 
while his mother 

went shopping, and the past 
two hours had really dragged 
by. All he could think about 
was riding his bike. Now that 
his mom was back, he could 
finally leave. He dashed to 
the phone. “Hi, Hunter! What 
are you doing? Let’s go ride 
our bikes!”

“Ride bikes?” asked Hunter. “It’s 
so hot! I’m going swimming.”

“But Hunter, it’s no fun to go 
riding alone!”

“I know, but all I’ve thought 
about for the last hour is 
going to the park for a swim,” 
said Hunter.

“Well, all I could think about for 
the past two hours was riding 
on the new bike trail!”

“Sorry, but I want to practice 
my diving. Besides, you know 
how hot it is going to get today,” 
said Hunter as he started to 
hang up.

“Okay,” muttered Colton, as he 
put down the receiver.

“I guess I’ll have to ride my bike 
alone,” he said to himself. 

“That sure won’t be as much 
fun. I really wish Hunter 
would come with me.”
Colton didn’t know it, but at 
that moment Hunter was 
having second thoughts. He 
was sitting on the floor by 
the phone when his mother 
came in.

Colton’s conversation with Hunter helped them both learn 
something important about friendships.

STAYING FRIENDS
LESSON 49 → 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7
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“Why are you inside on such a 
nice day? Why don’t you go 
outside and do something with 
Colton?” she asked.
 “All Colton ever wants to do is 
ride his bike. And any-
way, I want to go swimming 
right now.”

“Well, Hunter,” said his mother, 
“if you want to stay good friends 
with Colton, you can’t always 
have your own way. You have 
to take turns. You can’t do only 
what you want to do or no one 
will want to be your friend.”
Hunter considered that for a 
moment, then slowly got to his 
feet. “Yeah, I guess you’re right, 
Mom, I shouldn’t have been so 
stubborn about having my own 
way. Colton is my friend and I 
want to keep it that way!” He 
headed for the door, “I guess I’ll 
go tell Colton that I’ll go riding 
with Him.”
Hunter jumped on his bike and 
started down the street toward 
Colton’s house. To his sur-
prise, riding toward him was 
Colton. “Hi, I want to talk to 
you!” they both called out at the 
same time.

“I guess we both must have the 
same thing on our minds. I 
wanted to tell you that I’m 
sorry I was so stubborn,” said 
Colton. “It wouldn’t have been 
much fun to go bike riding 
by myself.”

“I’m sorry too,” said Hunter. “It 
wouldn’t have been much fun 
to go swimming alone either. 

Why don’t we ride on the bike 
trails now. Then, when it gets 
too hot for riding, we can go to 
the park and swim. What do 
you say?”

“Sounds good to me,” said 
Colton. “Let’s go!”
They rode off together. They 
had both learned that there is 
more to a friendship than just 
having a friend. It is being a 
friend too!
There is a story in the Bible 
about two good friends. Their 
names were Jonathan and 
David. Jonathan’s father, Saul, 
was the King of Israel. Jonathan 
grew up with wealth and power 
all around him. David was just 
a shepherd boy who lived a very 
simple life. Their backgrounds 
were so different you might 
wonder how they ever became 
friends. One day Saul called for 
David to come and play the harp 
for him. Through this, Jonathan 
and David became very good 
friends. The Bible says that 
the soul of Jonathan was “knit” 
with the soul of David, and 
Jonathan loved David as his 
own soul. He gave David his 
robe, his sword, and his bow. 
He loved David and would have 
done anything for him. David 
loved Jonathan too.
Many times their friendship 
was tested, but they always 
stayed friends. Even when trou-
ble came and David’s life was 
threatened, they stuck together, 
like good friends do, and helped 
each other.

If you have a good friend, you 
talk to him every chance you 
get. You let him know that you 
like him a lot, and want him to 
stay your friend. The more you 
talk to someone, the better you 
get to know him. What hap-
pens if you stop talking to him 
and never call him? If you wait 
too long he might think you 
don’t like him anymore.
The best way to keep our 
friends is to treat them the way 
we would want them to treat us. 
We show our love and caring for 
them by being considerate and 
thoughtful of their wishes. We 
want them to be happy, and for 
things to go well for them.
It isn’t hard to treat people this 
way if we have Jesus in our 
hearts. When He comes in, He 
helps us to love everyone. And 
when you love someone, it isn’t 
hard to treat him well. That is 
what you want to do!
Jesus wants you to have friends. 
He wants you to be a friend. 
With Him as your best Friend, 
you can be the right kind of 
friend to others.

I WANT TO BE A FRIEND TO OTHERS.

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men  
should do to you, do ye even so to them. — Matthew 7:12K
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Ten “YES” answers show that you are a good friend to have. The 
“NO” answers show ways in which you might improve. 

Lesson 49 Activity

AM I A GOOD 
FRIEND?

1.	 I am willing for my friend to have other friends. 	
YES    NO

2.	 I let my friend suggest what we do as often as I do. 	
YES   NO

3.	 I praise my friend for doing well or receiving honors. 	
YES   NO

4.	 I can take criticism and suggestions for improvement. 	
YES   NO

5.	 I can take a joke on myself, and laugh too! 	
YES   NO

6.	 I keep secrets told me by my friends. 	
YES   NO

7.	 When I borrow things, I make sure I return them. 	
YES   NO

8.	 When I know my friend’s “sensitive spots,” I keep from “bumping” them. 	
YES   NO

9.	 I understand my friend may like people, things, and activities that I don’t. 	
YES   NO

10.	 I lend things to my friends as often as I borrow things. 	
YES   NO

11.	 I listen to my friend’s problems as often as I tell mine. 	
YES   NO

12.	 When I “fall out” with a friend, I am sometimes the first to offer to make up. 	
YES   NO

GOD’S PLAN  
FOR ME

We all have our own thoughts about what friendship is, but is your definition a 
little tight-fitting when you try it on yourself? Maybe you should think about what 
kind of friend you are. What are your responses to the  statements below?


