
With God’s help, he was able to feel true forgiveness.

Imagine yourself with a ball and chain 
attached to your leg, your back sore and 
aching from thirty lashes of a whip, and 
knowing you will be spending year after 

year in a cold, dark dungeon. Such terrible 
punishment, and you hadn’t even committed 
the crime!

Could you forgive the person responsible for get-
ting you into that place?

A sixteen-year-old boy heard the words, 
“Twenty-five years at hard labor.” He had arrived 
in Tacoma, Washington, just as a murder had 
been committed. He had been accused and 
convicted even though someone else had done 
the crime.

For the next eighteen years he was treated as a 
criminal. One time, because he talked in line, 
he was placed in a dungeon twenty feet under-
ground, his hands tied to the prison door. The 
third day as he was hanging there, chained by 
the wrists, he cried out in desperation to God. 
God heard him! That very night he was moved 
from the dungeon to work in the prison hospital. 
He worked there for the next three years, and 
then he was discharged. But by that time his 
mind and body were nearly wrecked and he had 
no home or friends.

When he was released he was given a ticket to 
Portland, Oregon. After four days of searching 
for work with no food or place to sleep, despair 
overtook him. What could he do? Where could he 
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Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. — Ephesians 4:32

turn? There seemed to be no answer. He started 
for the Burnside Bridge to throw himself into 
the river. Just as he was climbing over the rail-
ing the bridge keeper saw him, and pulling him 
down, said, “You can’t do that!” As the ex-convict 
stumbled across the bridge, he looked up and 
saw the sign “JESUS, the Light of the World” 
above the Apostolic Faith Mission. Something 
made him turn in there, and he found himself 
in a church meeting. By the time he sat through 
the service, he wanted to pray! But he was too 
weak from lack of food to make it to the altar. 
Someone helped him and there he cried out 
to God for forgiveness. Peace flooded his trou-
bled heart.

In the months that followed he went to the meet-
ings at the mission and often told what God had 
done for him. One night while he was telling 
his story, a man in the audience got up and ran 
down the stairs and out of the building. Later 
someone told the ex-convict, “That man knows 
something about you!” Investigating, he later 
located the man in the county hospital in San 
Francisco, California, dying of tuberculosis.

After getting acquainted, one night the sick man 
asked the ex-convict to read the story of the 
Prodigal Son to him. Then he asked an unusual 
question, “Can you forgive me for the wrong I 
have done you?”

Startled, the ex-convict replied, “You have done 
me no wrong!”

The next words he heard seemed almost unbe-
lievable. “Yes, I have. I am the man who commit-
ted the crime you were sent to prison for!”

The thoughts of the ex-convict flew back to those 
long years in prison—the steel bands around 
his leg, the dank walls, the handcuffs, the hard 
work day after day. His life had been ruined! 
How could he ever truly forgive? He couldn’t 
answer the man.

Leaving the sick man, he went into a little room 
alone and locked the door. Kneeling down on the 
concrete floor, he prayed. For nearly three hours 
he forgot everything else as he pled with God to 
give him a real spirit of forgiveness.

At last a Voice said, “Forgive him for My sake.”

He went back and took the dying man in his 
arms. “I forgive you,” he said, “but you will have 
to ask God’s forgiveness too.” The man prayed, 
and God had mercy and saved him. Three days 
later he died in the arms of the man who had 
suffered for his crime.

* * * * * * * * *

There is a story in the Bible which gives another 
example of forgiveness—that of Joseph, a young 
man sold into slavery by his own brothers. How 
would you react to that? Joseph was able to 
look beyond the wrong done him and forgive 
his brothers.

Without a doubt, though, the greatest example 
we have of forgiveness was when Jesus spoke 
from the Cross, saying, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” He showed us 
in His death the true meaning of forgiveness. 
He tells us in Matthew 6:14, “If ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.”

A snub, an insult, a malicious rumor, an unpro-
voked assault . . . you will probably experience 
one of these at some point in your life. How will 
you respond? It is not easy to forgive someone 
who has done something against you. But your 
own forgiveness by God depends on it!
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1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

  Jacob was Joseph's    
_____________.  
  (verses 25-26)

 _____________ 
forgave his brothers' 

wrongdoings. 

“. . . for God did send 
me before you to 

______________ life.” 
(verse 5) 

 _______________ 
is the land where 
Joseph asked his 

father and family to 
live. (verse 10) 

______________  
gave   us the greatest example  
of true  forgiveness. He sacrificed   
His life for our sins.

 Joseph fell on this 
brother's neck and 
wept. (verse 14) “And God sent me  

before you to  
preserve you  

a posterity in the  
earth, and to save  

your lives by a great 
 ______________.” (verse 7) 

Read Genesis 45:1-15. Using the Bible 
story and the clues listed below, fill in 
the numbers one through seven in the 

crossword. Then use the word in the 
shaded area to complete the sentence  
to the right of the clues.

For if ye  

 __  __  __  __  __  __  __   

men their trespasses, 

your heavenly Father 

will also  

 __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

you. 

~ Matthew 6:14

Then Joseph 
could not refrain 
himself before 
all them that 
stood by him; 
and he cried, 
Cause every 
man to go out 
from me. And 
there stood no 
man with him, 
while Joseph 
made himself 
known unto his 
brethren.
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 Joseph fell on this 
brother's neck and 
wept. (verse 14) 

 Joseph fell on this 
brother's neck and 
wept. (verse 14) 

6.

Lesson 54 Activity 

WHY  
FORGIVE?


