
STICKING WITH IT
Lesson 60 → Psalm 37:1-11

P ractice, practice!  
All I ever do is prac-
tice!” said Hayden, 
slamming down  

the lid of the piano. “I’m 
getting sick and tired 
of practicing!”

“Now, Hayden, it’s not always 
fun, but you need to have 
patience. Your recital is com-
ing up in three weeks, and 
that isn’t very long to learn 
your piece. Mrs. Lewis said to 
set the timer for one hour, and 
you’ve been practicing only 
half that time!”

“Mom, I just can’t sit here any-
more. Jordan wants me to go 
over to his house.”

“Go ahead, Hayden,” said his 
mother reluctantly. “But you 
know what Mrs. Lewis will say 
at your lesson on Friday. She 
can always tell if you haven’t 
practiced enough.”

“I know,” said Hayden, “but 
this is only Tuesday. I’ll make 
up for it tomorrow after school. 
I promise!” However, the next 
day when he came home he 
told his mother that Ryder 
had asked him to go over to 
his house for dinner. “I’ll prac-
tice as soon as I get home,” 
he promised.

That night Hayden draped 
himself over the piano bench 
and set the timer for one hour. 

Methodically playing “Waltz of 
the Butterflies” over and over 
. . . he made the same mistakes 
time after time. He looked at 
the timer. Time was going so 
slowly. I just can’t sit here any 
longer! he thought. I just don’t 
feel like practicing anymore. 
So he got up.

Day after day the same scene 
was repeated. There was 
always some reason not to 
practice. Then, before he knew 
it, it was the day of the recital.

Hayden swallowed nervously 
when it was his turn. Sitting 
down at the piano, he wished 
that miraculously the piece 
would sound right, but he 

Hayden found out what it takes to acquire patience.
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But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. — James 1:4

made the same mistakes he always made at 
home. Boy, was he embarrassed! Now everyone 
will know I didn’t practice enough, he thought as 
he got up from the piano.

Next it was Lucy’s turn. She played the same 
piece he had just played—she didn’t make one 
mistake! That’s not fair, thought Hayden. We 
started taking lessons at the same time. Why is 
she so good?

That night as Hayden and his parents were 
driving home the air was heavy with silence. 
Finally Hayden blurted out, “I don’t get it! Lucy 
started taking lessons the same week I did. I 
made the same old mistakes I always make and 
she didn’t make any. It’s just not fair!”

His parents exchanged knowing looks, but did 
not reply. Hayden slumped back in his seat, 
despondent for the rest of the way home.

Once inside the house, Hayden headed straight 
for his room.

“Hayden,” his mother called to him, “Will you 
come into the living room and sit down for 
a minute?”

He trudged slowly into the room.

“Hayden,” said his mother gently, “What hap-
pened today was an important learning expe-
rience. I want you to look back on the last few 
weeks, and think about your practicing. Do you 
remember all the times you had something else 
to do? You know that you didn’t practice for an 
hour every day. And you didn’t have your mind 
on your music when you were practicing. Did 
you ever wonder why I let you get away with it? 
I decided you would learn more if I let you do it 
your way this time.”

“Oh, Mom, I get so tired of practicing! It gets so 
boring and all I can think about is getting done. 
I just don’t have the patience,” said Hayden. 

“Anyway, I’ll never be as good as Lucy, so I might 
as well not even try.”

This time his father spoke up from the other side 
of the room. “Do you know why Lucy played the 
same piece you played, without any mistakes? 
Because she had patience and stuck with her 
practicing. I’m sure she has had times when she 
didn’t feel like practicing, but she must have 
done it anyway. There must have been times 
when there were things she would rather have 
done, but she stuck with it. She proved that 
today. Now she can feel that all of her practicing 
and patience paid off because she played her 
piece so well.”

“Hayden,” his mother put in, “did you know there 
are different types of patience? Sometimes we 
have to do things we don’t want to do, like prac-
ticing every day for an hour. Patience can mean 
working hard without complaining. Sometimes 
that’s difficult to do!

“Then there’s another aspect of patience. After 
you have practiced or worked hard without com-
plaining, and you see little results, that’s where 
enduring or waiting comes in. If you keep prac-
ticing, someday you will be very glad you did. 
You will get better and it will become easier to 
play. But that won’t be next week or even next 
month. It will be in the future.”

Hayden’s dad nodded in agreement. “We read in 
the Bible, ‘But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting noth-
ing.’ All through our lives we will face things 
that will demand hard work. We must try not to 
complain. Patience doesn’t come naturally to any 
of us, but if we work at it and ask the Lord to 
help us, He will give us patience.”

Hayden sat silently for a few moments. Then he 
smiled at his parents. “I guess I’d better not stop 
practicing now. I want to be a good piano player 
someday. I’m going to ask the Lord to help me 
have patience.”

PATIENCE IS A GOOD THING.
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Patience is an important part of a Christian’s 
life. Paul sent a message to the Hebrews about 
patience and its reward. Complete the math 
problems (have patience!) and then use the 
answers to decode the verse below.

2 x 7 = = A

11 - 8 = = B

9 + 8 = = C

99 - 88 = = D

21 ÷ 3 = = E

14 ÷ 7 = = F

30 - 29 = = G

4 x 3 = = H

3 x 5 = = I

16 ÷ 2 = = L

4 x 4 = = M

9 x 2 = = N

16 ÷ 4 = = O

14 - 9 = = P

18 ÷ 3 = = R

 29 - 19 = = S

13 + 6 = = T

22 - 9 = = V

14 + 6 = = W

5 + 4 = = Y

2 4 6 9 7 12 14 13 7 18 7 7 11

4 2 5 14 19 15 7 18 17 7 19 12 14 19

14 2 19 7 6 9 7 12 14 13 7

11 4 18 7 19 12 7 20 15 8 8 4 2

6 7 17 7 15 13 7 19 12 7

5 6 4 16 15 10 7

12 7 3 6 7 20 10

1 4 11 9 7 16 15 1 12 19
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Lesson 60 Activity 

HAVE  
PATIENCE

CHRISTIAN MATURITY


