


creating your board. (Be sure to label any pictures they will 
want returned to them.) Let them frame their pictures with 
colored paper and arrange them on the board. Place a 
larger picture of Baby Jesus in the center of the board. Be 
sure to frame it also. Title your board, PRECIOUS GIFTS. 
Use the subtitle, The Best Gift Of All, Baby Jesus. 

Create a bulletin board featuring Christmas bells (see 
Patterns). Center the title, COME ON, RING THOSE 
BELLS, over a bright red background. Cut the bells from 
silver or gold metallic paper. Use blue or green construc­
tion paper for the ribbon and bow. Attach real evergreen 
branches where indicated, or make them from green 
paper. 

Use a JOY bulletin board (see Patterns) to illustrate one 
of the most important words of the season, for the angelic 
announcement of Jesus' birth not only came to the 
shepherds, but to us as well. Use a light blue background. 
The letters of JOY can be cut from Christmas gift wrap. 
Cap each of the letters with white construction paper or 
cotton to give the idea of snow. Then hang a large ribbon 
bow from the letter 0. 

Over a dark blue background which represents the sky, 
put the title, JOY TO THE WORLD (see Patterns). On the 
left side of the board have a picture or drawing of children 
singing carols. Add silver stars and white snowflakes. On 
the right side place a Christmas tree cut from construction 
paper. Decorate the tree with tinsel garland and foil 
ornaments. Cotton may be used for snow on the ground. 
Add tinsel garland and lights around the border of the 
board. 

Title your board, COME AND WORSHIP (see Patterns). 
To help illustrate the Bethlehem scene, place the city on 
the lower left-hand side of the board. Then put the Wise 
Men on the lower right-hand side. Place the stable in the 
center of the board, outside of the city. Above the stable 
have a star shining downward. 

CHART IDEAS 

Help the children create a Christmas memory ornament of 
God's love. Make copies of the angel ornament (see 
Patterns) for each child. Let them cover it with clear 
contact paper and cut it out. Then help them learn the 

poem. Tell them to keep it with their other ornaments at 
home and use it each year. This can bring to mind the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

Make a copy of the Christmas ornaments (see Patterns) 
for each of your students. Let the children color the 
ornaments, cover them with clear contact paper, then cut 
them out. Punch a hole in each ornament where indicated 
and string some thread or yarn through the hole. When 
they are finished, the students may take them home to 
decorate their Christmas tree. 

For each child make a copy of the circle chart which has 
four pictures representing each Sunday's lesson (see 
Patterns). Fasten the two parts together in the center with 
a paper fastener. Show the appropriate picture each 
week. 

Put together a gift booklet for each student (see Patterns). 
For each booklet, cut out the five gift shapes and staple 
them together along the left edge. Each week have the 
children color the pre-drawn pages illustrating that week's 
lesson. 

Make Nativity napkin rings for the children (see Patterns). 
Cut paper towel rolls into one-inch rings. Glue one of the 
characters onto each ring. These napkin rings may be 
given to the children as favors or you may use them at 
your Christmas party. Another idea would be to let the 
children color the pictures, glue them to the napkin rings, 
and give them as gifts. 

UNIT SONGS 

"For God So Loved the World" 

"Away In a Manger" 

"Loving Means Giving" 

''Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star, Leading Wise Men From 
Afar" 

"I'm His Little Lamb" 

UNIT SUPPORT MATERIAL 

Birth of Jesus - Pict-o-graph, Standard Publishing 

Jesus Is Born - Classroom color and activity book, 8 
each of 6 pictures, Standard Publishing 





play the words the angel spoke to Mary and Joseph when 
you come to that part of the story. 

Use an angel puppet to tell today's story (see Patterns). 
Trace the pattern onto a piece of white paper and color in 
the hair and details of dress using fabric crayons. Transfer 
the design to white fabric, following the instructions given 
on the crayon box. Cut around the figure allowing a half­
inch seam allowance. Cut a second piece to be used as 
back of puppet. With right sides facing, sew the two pieces 
of the puppet together, leaving the bottom open. Trim and 
clip the seams. Turn the puppet right side out. 

Give each child a copy of the picture of the angel talking 
to Mary (see Patterns). Have the children write, in simple 
words, or draw a picture of what the angel told Mary. 

Let the children make Christmas-card angel bookmarks 
(see Patterns). Provide plenty of old Christmas cards. Let 
the children choose a card and cut around the angel 
outline of the pattern. Punch a hole, and thread a piece of 
yarn or ribbon through it. Have the children write the 
memory verse or attach pre-printed verse cards (which 
you may provide) to the back of their bookmarks. 

QUESTIONS 

What is the greatest Gift ever given? 

For what purpose did God send Jesus to earth? Was it a 
good plan? How does it affect you? 

Why do you think God chose Mary to be the mother of His 
Son, Jesus? Was she different from the other women? 
What made her special? 

Joseph was a humble man who trusted God. How do you 
think he felt about the Baby Jesus? 

Why was Joseph told to name the Baby Jesus?

What are some of the other names for Jesus? 

Will God ever ask you to do something for Him? Talk about 
things that God may ask a child to do. 

Tell about something that has happened to you that 
shows God loves you. 

How can we show God we are thankful for His Gift -
Jesus? 

PRESCHOOL SUGGESTIONS 

Children love to hear about angels and babies so this will 
be an exciting time. Use puppets or cutouts from Christ­
mas cards to act out the story of the angel's visit to Mary 
and Joseph. Explain that this Baby was a promise from 
God and God always keeps His promises. 

Take a batch of clay to class. Using an angel-shaped 

cookie cutter, let your students cut out an angel shape. 
Make a small hole at the top so a ribbon can be strung 
through. Allow the angels to dry, and then attach the 
ribbon and send them home with the children the next 
Sunday. (Write the children's names on the angels they 
made.) Following is a simple recipe for play dough which 
will harden without baking. 

Clay for Play and Posterity 
Mix: 1 cup cornstarch, 2 cups baking soda (1 lb.), and 
1 1/4 cups cold water. Stir in a saucepan over medium 
heat for about four minutes until the mixture thickens to 
moist mashed potato consistency. Remove from heat, 
turn out onto a plate and cover with a damp cloth until cool. 
Knead as you would dough. Store in an airtight container 
or bag. For color add a few drops of food coloring to the 
water before it is mixed with the cornstarch and soda. Or, 
objects may be left to dry and then painted with water 
(tempera) colors or acrylics. Dip in shellac or brush with 
clear nail polish for a sealer. 

For each child, prepare a set of the Mary and angel figures 
(see Patterns). Attach a small round tube to the back of 
each one so it will stand alone. (A portion of a paper towel 
tube works very well for this.) 

REVIEW IDEAS 

Make a recording of the angel's talking first to Mary and 
then to Joseph. Also record their responses. For your re­
view, use an overhead projector with yellow transparency 
which has an angel shape cut out of it (so it will be white). 
Project the image on a screen behind Mary as she and 
Joseph pantomime while they listen to the angel and re­
spond. 

Using Christmas program costumes, act out the angel's 
appearing to Mary. 

On a chalkboard or large posterboard, write out a signifi­
cant verse from the lesson in code form. For example, 
across the top write the question, "What did Mary reply to 
the angel?" Then write her response in code. Put the chart 
showing the code solution to one side. Call on volunteers 
from your group to write in one letter at a time, until the 
whole answer is written out. 

SUPPORT MATERIAL 

Mary's Story - Arch book available with cassette, also 
available with filmstrip and cassette, Concordia 
The Bible Story Set, Volume 7 - by Arthur S. Maxwell, 
Pacific Press Publishing Association 
The A,B,C's of Christmas- by Jane Belk Moncure (for 
beginners), Standard Publishing 
Primary Cutouts- a cut-out flannel set that can be used 
all year for small children, available at teachers' supply 
stores. 
























