
Lesson 3d 

We Worship by 
Giving Thanks 

TEXT Psalm 150:1-6 

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES Psalm 148:1-14 

OBJECTIVE The students will understand that we worship God by 
giving thanks and praise to Him. They will be able to 
name some things for which they are thankful. 

MEMORY VERSE In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. - I Thessalonians 5:18 

MEMORY VERSE SONG 

Tn ev-ry thing give thallks: for this is the will of 

God in Christ Je-sus con - cern-ing you In ev-ry thing 

ti )I £IJ II 
give thanks. 

MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION 
IN EVERY THING - with right hand flat (palm down) ' 
make large circle horizontal and clockwise 
GIVE THANKS - praying hands 
FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD - point up three 
times 
IN CHRIST JESUS - with right middle finger touch left 
palm, with left middle finger touch right palm 
CONCERNING YOU - point to others 

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED 
Use horizon picture with boy (see Pattern). Glue to a 
flannel backing. Cut out pieces and place them to
gether, as shown, on a flannel board as the students 
say each part of the verse. 

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE 
Introduction: Show a picture or symbol of Thanksgiving. 

Progression of events: 
1. Thanksgiving is the day set aside by the United 
States government as a day of thankfulness . Review 
history of holiday. 
2. We should be thankful every day. Man was created 
to praise God. 
3. God has given us many material blessings. 
4. We want to be be thankful in every circumstance. 
Climax: An attitude of thanksgiving is a blessing to our
selves and those with whom we come into contact. 
Conclusion: One way we worship God is by offering 
Him our thanks for His blessings. 
Response: Your students will name some things for 
which we should be thankful, and be able to tell why a 
thankful spirit is important. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Webster's dictionary defines thanksgiving as "an act of 
rendering gratitude to God, a prayer expressing one's 

55 



thanks; or it may be a public acknowledgment, or cele
bration, of divine goodness and mercies." 

Our Thanksgiving Day, when first celebrated, was a 
celebration of thankfulness to God for His benefits -
something more than just an occasion to get together 
for a special dinner. Governor William Bradford desig
nated a day, July 30, 1623, for the Plymouth colonists, 
as a Thanksgiving Day for the purpose of prayer, and 
worship of God, as well as a time of celebration. 

On November 26, 1789, President George Washington 
issued a general proclamation for a day of thanks but it 
wasn't made a national holiday until President Lincoln 
proclaimed the last Thursday in November to be "a day 
of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father." 

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES 
Cut out a wheel and rectangle with V-type opening (see 
Patterns). Student may either draw pictures or put 
stickers of things he's thankful for on each of the sec
tions of the wheel. Student writes his name on the 
blank. Wheel is placed behind front piece, matching 
X's. A brad is put through X's. 

Who Should Worship God? 
Fold a piece of construction paper (12" x 7") into four 
equal sections. Make a cardboard pattern of child (see 
Patterns). Let children trace this onto their construction 
paper. Cut out, making sure that the figures touch the 
folded edge of the paper. When opened, the cutout will 
be connected like paper dolls. Have children draw in 
faces, clothes, etc., and then color. Explain that every
one should praise God. We praise God together at 
church. 

Help your students make a "Thank You" poster. Cut 
two rectangles in contrasting colors, one smaller than 
the other. Paste small rectangle onto larger one. Fill 
small rectangle with magazine clippings of people and 
things for which we should be thankful. Print ''THANK 
YOU GOD, FOR EVERYTHING!" at bottom of large 
rectangle. Punch hole in top for hanging. 

Bring a beautifully wrapped present to class. Have 
something inside such as a package of cookies, candy, 
etc., to share with each student. Ask your students: 
What are some ways of saying "Thank you?" Exam
ples: Thank You card (bring one to class), prayer, etc. 

QUESTIONS 
When is the best time to thank and praise God? 
Name some things for which we should always be 
thankful. 
When God answers our prayers we should always re
member to thank and praise Him. Tell of prayers that 
God has answered for you or someone you know. 
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Tell of ways we can praise God. 
Is it always easy to be thankful? Name a time when you 
were unthankful. 

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS 
Give each of your children a hug. Tell them, "Saying 
Thank You to Jesus is like giving Him a hug!" 

Draw a simple table setting on a sheet of paper for 
each child. Let them draw in their favorite foods on the 
plate. Then talk about how important it is to tell Jesus 
''Thank You" for their food. Practice saying a simple 
"Thank You" prayer together. 

Make Thank You cards for Jesus. Bring construction 
paper, cutouts, pictures, and stickers. Ask your children 
what they want to say in their card, and print the words 
for them. Then post the cards on the bulletin board 
around the words, "Jesus, We Just Want to Thank 
You." 

Talk about different ways of saying "Thank you." A 
puppy says "Thank you" by wagging its tail. A kitty 
says, "Thank you" by purring. A bird might sing a spe
cial song. We say "Thank You" in our prayers, and also 
by trying to do what Jesus wants us to do. 

REVIEW IDEAS 
Materials needed: turkey made from construction 
paper, feathers to be added one at a time. Show turkey 
without feathers, asking what is missing and pointing 
out that without feathers it does not look quite right. 
Add a feather for each thing the children say they are 
thankful for until all the feathers are added. The Bible 
says, "In every thing give thanks." Christians are not 
complete either if they don't have a thankful heart. 

To show abstract things to be thankful for: 
Blow up a balloon - air 
Blindfold someone - sight 
Show headphones - hearing 
Give someone a hug - love 

Ask the children to name things we should thank Jesus 
for. List the items they suggest on the chalkboard in 
columns by the first letter of the item. Make columns as 
follows: 
T H A N K 
trees 
y 

horse auto 
0 u 

you orange umbrella 

name keys 

G 0 D ! 
grandpa ovens dog etc. 
Write the items in the appropriate columns, but do not 
label the columns until the end of the review. Items that 
cannot be listed under the above letters should be put 





1n Christ Jes us 
concerning you 

I The~solonians 5-1~ 

\ I ' / 

ever~thin9 give thanks 
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~ ihi~e will of God I 

in Christ Jesus 
concerning you. 

I Thessalonians 5:1'a 
. --

Memory Verse Visualized Pattern - 3d 




