Lesson 4d

Wise Men Come to Worship

TEXT

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES
OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE SONG

Matthew 2:1-12

Exodus 13:21; Psalms 25:9; 48:14; Isaiah 30:21

The students will be able to relate the details of how
God led the wise men to the Christ Child and His in-

structions concerning their return.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy. — Matthew 2:10
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

WHEN THEY SAW — hand over eyebrows

THE STAR — both hands up at side of face, all finger-
tips touching thumb, open and close hands quickly
THEY REJOICED — palms toward body, make circles
away from body with a bubbling motion

WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY — clap hands

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

Cut apart the star with words to the memory verse
printed in the descending rays (See pattern at the end
of the lesson.) Begin by putting up the star and then
adding the rays in the proper order as the students
learn the verse.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE

introduction: Bring a beautifully wrapped gift to class.
Explain to your class that today you are going to talk
about the very first Christmas gifts.

1. Explain who the wise men were.

2. They saw the star, realized its importance and pur-
posed to follow it.

3. They came to Jerusalem, sought there for the
Child, and met with King Herod.

4. Their persistence was finally rewarded when the
star led them to the Christ Child.

5. They worshipped the Child, and then returned by
another way.

Climax: The persistence of the wise men was rewarded
when they saw the newborn King they had been seek-
ing.

Conclusion: God led and directed the wise men and He
will also lead and guide us.

Response: The students will be able to explain how
and why the wise men made their journey and what
happened when they reached their goal.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In 34 B.C., at the age of 25, Herod the Great was ap-
pointed Governor of Galilee because his father had as-
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sisted Ceesar in Egypt. Palestine and, in fact, the whole
Roman world was in much political turmoil at that time.
Through many changes in leadership and various up-
risings, Herod secured the favor of the Roman rulers
and was eventually declared King of Judeea. However,
he still needed to conquer his kingdom. With the help of
the Romans and through much bloodshed, he eventu-
ally conquered all of Palestine and after laying siege to
the city, made Jerusalem the place of his throne.

Herod was an Idumaean. These were a group of people
in southern Palestine, the descendants of Esau, who
had been conquered a century earlier by the Jews and
forced to accept Judaism. The true Jews never really
accepted them, calling them “half Jews.”

Herod, however, did try to appease the Jewish people,
who had become alienated by his cruelty and oppres-
sion, by rebuilding the Temple. He set about to make it
as magnificent as it had been in the time of Solomon.
This Herod is not to be confused with the four other
Herods mentioned in Scripture who were his sons.
When one reads the account in Matthew 2 of Herod's
reaction to the visit of the wise men seeking another
king, it is easy to see that the order to kill all the chil-
dren two years and under, in Bethlehem and the sur-
rounding villages, was in keeping with the record of his
character.

How many wise men there were, their names, and their
homeland are questions that can only be a matter of
speculation. All that one can say for sure is that they
were Gentiles from somewhere east of Israel (Matthew
2:1). They came because they had seen an unusual
star and it had been revealed to them that it was some-
how connected to the birth of a special King of the
Jews.

Herod sought to kill this Child. The religious people of
Jerusalem, although they knew the Scriptures and were
stirred (Matthew 2:3), seemingly did nothing. However,
those eastern astrologers acted upon the little light
given to them and were the first Gentiles to worship the
Christ.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Gifts to represent the gifts from the wise men can be
made from odd-shaped jars, boxes, etc.

For each child, cut two stars from tagboard. Cut slits as
indicated. Let the child add glue and glitter to the stars,
then put the two pieces of the star together (see Pat-
terns). Hang from ceiling with a piece of yarn or string.

Star Mobile — Make one big star and three or four

smaller ones (see Patterns). Put glitter on them or
make them of foil. The wise men followed the star to
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Jesus, and Jesus is our Star. He will take us to Heaven
if we follow Him.

Each teacher can make a big star for his/her class (see
Patterns), and the week before send each child one or
two smaller ones and ask him/her to bring them back
on Sunday. See which class has the most stars on
Sunday, and hang an award banner at the entrance to
the class.

Make a folder in the shape of a wrapped and tied gift
(see Patterns). Cut a heart from red construction paper
and place inside. The wise men gave gifts to Jesus. We
can give Him our heart.

Bring a road map to class. Talk about a trip, tracing a
route from one destination to another. Discuss how the
wise men did not have a map to follow, but a star in-
stead.

Let the class dress up some volunteers as wise men.
Have some things prepared to make the costumes
fancy, such as tinsel or foil stars.

QUESTIONS

How did the wise men know Jesus had been born?
What did Herod tell the wise men to do?

Did the wise men do what Herod told them to do? Ex-
plain.

How do you suppose that the wise men from the East,
who would not be Jewish, would have learned about
the expected birth of a King of the Jews?

King Herod told the wise men that he, too, wanted to
worship the newborn King. What were his true inten-
tions?

Where did the wise men find Mary, Joseph, and the
Baby? How did they locate the place?

How do those who are looking for Jesus today find
Him?

What “gifts” can we bring to Jesus?

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Take your children on a walk around the department,
following one child who is carrying a large star on a tall
stick. Have them end up at a special location where
you have placed a manger and a baby doll.

Teach your children the Christmas version of “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star.” The words are:

“Twinkle, twinkle, little star

Leading wise men from afar

To the place where Jesus lay

On that first glad Christmas day.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

Leading wise men from afar.”

Show your little ones something representing the gifts



of the wise men to help understand what “gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh” were. Some suggestions: gold coins
filled with chocolate, some spice such as cloves or nut-
meg, and incense or perfume.

Make a shadow box using twinkle lights and one large
light for the star that led the wise men.

REVIEW IDEAS

Have several large stars cut from different colored
paper. On the back of each, write a word representing
some things young people of this day might “follow” —
such as money, friends, movie stars, possessions, etc.
Turn these over one at a time, discussing how following
these things can keep us from following Jesus. End up
by bringing out a bigger star, perhaps decorated with
glitter or in some other way made special from the

NOTES

others. This one should have a picture of Jesus on the
back. lllustrate that you cannot follow two stars at once.

COORDINATING SONGS

“We Three Kings”
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, Leading Wise Men From
Afar”

SUPPORT MATERIAL

“The Happiest Search” — Arch Book, Concordia
“Clem the Clumsy Camel” — Arch Book, Concordia
“Bethlehem’s Brightest Star” — Arch Book, Concordia
“Strange New Star” — A Magic Picture Book, David C.
Cook Publishing Company

“The Mysterious Star” — J. Marxhausen, Concordia
“Andro, Star of Bethlehem” — A Happy Day Book,
Standard Publishing
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Merhory Verse Visualized Pattern — 4d



