Lesson 7b

Triumphal Entry

TEXT
OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE SONG

Matthew 21:1-11

The students will be able to relate the events that oc-
curred at the time of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem and will relate these events to the Chris-
tian’s desire to praise and honor God.

Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in
the name of the Lord. — John 12:13
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

HOSANNA — Left palm up, touch with two fingers of
the right hand, move up wiggling fingers.

BLESSED — Fists closed, thumbs at mouth, move
hands down and away from body, opening fingers.

IS THE KING — Hold crown above head.

THE KING OF ISRAEL — Keep holding crown above
head.

THAT COMETH — Right hand out, palm up, bring to-
ward body, beckoning.

IN THE NAME — First two fingers on both hands tap-
ping at right angles.

OF THE LORD — Make an L with thumb and first
finger of the right hand. Touch thumb to the left shoul-
der, bring across in front of body touching right waist.

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

Cut out the two banners and the crown, on which have

been printed portions of the verse. (See pattern at end
of lesson.) Put together with the points of the crown ex-
tending into the top banner, and put the bottom banner
directly beneath, placing each section as the students
learn that part of the verse.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction: Wear a crown into class, made from gold
foil or construction paper. Describe the honor paid to
kings in those times. (See Background Information.)
Ask the class what type of processional they would
plan for Jesus if He were to arrive in our city today.
Progression of events:

1. Today we will learn about one special time when
Jesus did come into the city of Jerusalem.

2. He instructed His disciples to go to a certain place
and bring Him a donkey.

3. The multitudes spread their garments before Him,
and cut down branches.
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4. The multitudes praised Jesus as He rode through
the streets.

Climax: The people of that day wanted to praise and
honor Jesus, and they chose this way to show it.
Conclusion: We want to praise and honor Him too.
Response: Your students will be able to describe the
events surrounding Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. They will also be able to tell ways we can
show Him praise and honor in our day.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem was a little
in keeping with the honor paid, in Roman times, to re-
turning kings or victorious generals. This constituted a
magnificent procession in the king’s honor, the honored
one riding in a chariot preceded by the senate, magis-
trates, musicians, the spoils of war, and followed by
their captives in chains. But Jesus, the King of kings,
arrived riding a lowly donkey as was foretold by the
Prophet Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9).

In the Old Testament the eight Hebrew words meaning
triumph all refer to God, in prayer and praise to God or
in discussion referring to God. The word of praise,
Hosanna, was originally a prayer, “Save now,” but it be-
came an exclamation of praise as used in today’s les-
son. However, it did not lose its connection with the
thought of prayer for salvation as is evidenced by the
quotation from Psalm 118:25,26. In its application to
God the Father and to Jesus, Hosanna was concerned
with Messianic salvation.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Cut out a palm branch for each of your students (see
Patterns). As you talk about things you would like to
praise Jesus for, help them print the words on their
palm branch. You might wish to conclude your class
time by singing together (have a pre-taped background
accompaniment if desired) a couple of “praise” songs,
having the children wave their branches as they sing.

Help your class make a “Praise” acrostic. Across your
chalkboard or a large posterboard, write the words
PRAISE GOD. Together think of things for which you
wish to thank God, and use your ideas to fill in one
word for each letter of the acrostic.

Reproduce the picture of the crowd on Jerusalem street
for each child (see Patterns). Let the children cut out
the figure of Jesus on the donkey. Make it into a finger
puppet, or mount it on a popsicle stick. They can insert

the figure through the marked slit on the picture and
move Jesus along in front of the crowd.

QUESTIONS

Why were the people so happy to see Jesus?

Was everyone happy that day? Why or why not?
Why did the people put palm branches and their coats
in the path of the donkey?

What would you have done if you had been there?
Why did Jesus ride on the donkey?

How can we praise and honor Jesus today?

God has prepared a way for Jesus to come into our
hearts. How did He do it?

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Bring artificial palm branches for the children to wave.

Teach the memory verse song, Hosanna. Tell how
clapping hands can be praise to Jesus.

Skit — Use the donkey from the Christmas story and
have children make a path on which Jesus can travel
and on which they can lay their branches and sweaters.

As you tell the story, tell all the children to smile like the
children who were happy to see Jesus.

Show a crown (see Patterns). The people thought
Jesus would be a king. We crown Him King of our
heart. Make big hearts with sticker of Jesus in the cen-
ter.

REVIEW IDEAS

As a skit, use the donkey from the Christmas program
and have the children act out the parts of the story.

Prepare a large background, then have some children
pin a donkey, Jesus, children, palm branches and
pieces of clothing (see Patterns) in the proper places.

COORDINATING SONGS

“Praise Him, Praise Him All Ye Little Children”
“Let’'s Just Praise the Lord”

“Alleluia”

“Praise Him, Praise Him”

“l Will Praise Him”

“Lord, We Praise You”

“Jesus Is Lord of All”

SUPPORT MATERIAL
See Support Material for Unit 7



NOTES




ﬂ Hosanna: ’/’

Blessed is the King
of

|srael

that cometh in the name of the
Lord. John 12:13

10 Memory Verse Visualized Pattern — 7b





