Lesson 27a

TEXT Psalm 92:1-5

OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

It Is Good to

MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

IT IS A GOOD THING — Hoild left hand out, palm up,
and right fingers over mouth. Move right hand forward,
palm up, and lay into palm of left hand.

TO GIVE THANKS — Place hands in praying position
as you look up.

UNTO THE LORD — Make an L with thumb and first
finger of the right hand. Touch thumb to left shoulder,
bring across in front of body touching right waist.

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

A little boy with his hands raised in praise is the visual
display of our memory verse this week. (See pattern at
the end of this lesson.) Cut the arrangement into three
pieces as indicated by the heavy black lines, and place
the pieces in sequence on the board as your students
recite the verse.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction: Contact your students during the week
and ask them to bring an article for a “Thanksgiving
Show and Tell.” As you begin your class session, let
your students show their articles and tell why they are
thankful for it. (Bring an extra item or two for visitors or
any student who might have forgotten to bring some-
thing.)

1. It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord.

2. We can show our thankfulness by singing praises
to the Lord, and by playing on our musical instruments
for Him.

3. The Psalmist rejoiced in the works of the Lord and
was awe-struck by the magnitude of His works and
thoughts.

Climax: The Psalmist spoke of the greatness of the
Lord and the depths of His thoughts.

Conclusion: God is worthy of our highest praise.
Response: The students should be able to explain that
we should be thankful and filled with praise to God for
His wonderful works.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Under the Oid Testament economy, God provided a
special means for giving thanks by way of the “peace

The students will be able to explain why it is good to
give thanks to God. They will be able to tell different
ways in which they can thank and praise God.

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD. —
Psalm 92:1

Give Thanks

offering” (Leviticus 7:11-15). The priest, as God’s repre-
sentative, was to receive the best portion while the rest
of the sacrifice belonged to the offerer and was eaten in
a sacrificial feast. This usually was a voluntary offering,
given to the Lord spontaneously because of some par-
ticular blessing received, but was also required at the
Feast of Pentecost as a reminder to Israel of God's
care for them. In addition to this the Lord instituted sev-
eral festivals, where attendance was required, for the
express purpose of offering thanks to God. At the Pass-
over time they were to give thanks for God's deliver-
ance from Egypt. On the Feast of the Firstfruits they
were to recognize God’s bounty in the Promised Land.
The Feast of Weeks or Pentecost was to be a time of
joy and thanksgiving for the Lord’s blessing of the har-
vest; and the Feast of Tabernacles was to memorialize
God’s care for the Children of Israel in the desert and to
give thanks for the productivity of the land of Canaan.

Not only were the Children of Israel required to give
thanks, but God was very angry with them when they
began to murmur and complain (see Exodus 16:2;
17:3; Numbers 14:2; 16:11,41). They were also warned
not to become unthankful by forgetting God when they
began enjoying the prosperity of the Promised Land
{Deuteronomy 8:1-20).

The Christian is also required to give thanks, not by an
animal sacrifice or attendance at some feast, but by of-
fering himself a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1) and by
keeping an attitude of thanksgiving in all situations. As
Paul said, “| have learned, in whatsoever state | am,
therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11).

SPECIAL UNIT INSTRUCTIONS

Give each child a page from their Praying Hands book
and have them write their memory verse for this week,
as described in the unit material under the heading Unit
Projects.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Have each child tell about one thing for which they
thank God, explaining why. Talk about how parents
teach us to say thank you because it is polite and lets
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the other person know how we feel. We should do the
same for God.

Bring pictures of people praying, singing, talking to
others, etc. Also have some pictures cut out of
magazines of items that most everyone has. Bring a
large piece of cardboard to class. As you talk about
being thankful, let the children take turns gluing (with a
glue stick) the pictures onto the cardboard. Hang the
finished collage where it can be seen by everyone — a
testimony of things your class is thankful for.

The week before this lesson tell all the children you are
going to have a Thanksgiving Show-and-Tell. Have
them bring something they are thankful for (or a picture
representing what they are thankful for) and share it
with the other students.

Give each child a copy of the church (see Patterns).
Help them cut on the heavy black lines of the windows
and door, so they can be opened. Give them the cut-
outs of children who are praying, singing, and going
into the church, to paste in the openings. As they as-
semble the pieces, talk about how we can thank God
by praying, singing, and attending church. Supply
crayons so the children can also color their pictures.

QUESTIONS

King David wrote many songs of thanks. Where in the
Bible do we find them?

Why should we thank God?

How do you think God feels if we never thank Him for
all the good things that He has done for us?

How do you feel when people thank you for something?

Talk about some ways we can show God how much we
appreciate Him.

List five things that you are especially thankful for
today.

What is the meaning of praise? How can we praise
God?

Are you glad that you know about God? Talk about how
it would be if you didn’t know that God cared for you (at
night, at school, when you are afraid, etc.).

PRESCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Bring a bottle of soap bubbles to class. Blow the bub-
bles for the children to pop. Tell them that for each bub-
bie they pop they must tell of something for which they
are thankful.
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Make a box harp for each child in your class (see Pat-
terns). Use a small box (shoe box, card box, etc.) and
cut a hole in the lid. Stretch several different-sized rub-
ber bands around the box for the strings. Put a wooden
pencil or stick under the rubber bands for a bridge. You
might want the children to decorate these with crayons
or some other things. When they are finished let them
strum the harp to make music and sing a song of
thanksgiving for Jesus.

Trace onto construction paper the outlines of parents
and children who are saying grace at the table (see
Patterns). Cut out shapes and make slits as indicated
on pattern. Slide the two parts together at slits. Use this
as a visual illustration in class of how a family should
thank God before eating their meals.

REVIEW IDEAS

Use several pictures of different things for which we are
thankful. Place them on a board and cover each one
with a white piece of paper. Number the pieces of
paper from 1 to ? (depending on how many pictures
you use). Some ideas for the pictures: Jesus on Cal-
vary (for salvation), balloon (air we breathe), friends,
family, sun, moon, home, food, church, Bible, ciothes.
Hand out numbered envelopes with a label inside des-
cribing the picture. One at a time, ask each child hold-
ing an envelope to find the corresponding numbered
picture, remove the paper, and tape the label to the
bottom. Ask the children why we are thankful for each
one and then expound on it.

Fill a cornucopia with vegetables, fruit, etc. Label each
item with something for which we should be thankful.
Let the children take turns coming up and taking some-
thing out of the cornucopia and reading the label. Talk
about how we can show God that we are thankful for
each thing written on the labels.

Make a large “Thank You” puzzle from posterboard
{see Patterns). Draw the different things on the puzzle
pieces or cut them from colored paper and glue them to
the puzzle pieces. As you arrange each piece on a
large board tell the children why we should be thankful
to Jesus for all of the items (weather, toys, food, cloth-
ing, animals). Have all repeat at the same time, “Thank
You, Jesus!” Last of all, ask them if they know the best
way to show Jesus they are thankful. At this time put up
the last piece of the puzzle, the heart. Tell them Jesus
will really know they are thankful if they give Him their
heart.

Have a Thanksgiving popcorn review for the children.
Pop enough popcorn before Sunday school so all of the
children can have a small bagful to take home. Prepare
a corn popper in front of the department and give each
of the children a couple of popcorn seeds. Ask them to



come forward, one at a time, and tell of something they
are thankful for as they drop their seeds into the pop-
per. When all the seeds have been dropped into the
popper, tell the children that Jesus always blesses us
when we do what He wants us to do. While this corn
pops and gives forth a nice aroma, pass out the pop-
ped corn that you prepared earlier.

COORDINATING SONGS

“Oh Lord | Thank You”

“If | Were a Butterfly”

“‘Jesus Is the Giver”

“This Is the Day” — Sparrow Records

MEMORY VERSE SONG

“Thanksgiving Jam” — Here We Come Rejoicing —
Manna Records (Alexandria House)

SUPPORT MATERIAL

We Give Thanks — Coloring book, Concordia

My Church — Coloring book, 8 each of 6 pictures,
Christian Board of Publication

Showing Our Love — Record and songs, 6 songs with
resource sheet for each song. Full color flannelgraph
sheets to add interest, Gospel Publishing House

But I'm Thankful — | Really Am! — Jane Belk Moncure
(book), Standard Publishing

My Thanksgiving Praise Book — Little Tuffies
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