A Witness for Jesus

John the Baptist was a special
person. To look at him, you might not
think so because he did not dress like
other people. His clothes were made
from camel's hair and leather. His food
was locusts (those are very large
grasshoppers) and wild honey. He
didn't have time to worry about the
fancy things of life. He had a very
important message to tell everyone-
"Get ready because the Savior has
come!"

John preached to large crowds of
people. Many of them had sin in their
hearts. They needed to change. But
there were also some people who

already loved God. They didn't like all
the sin that was going on around
them. They were praying for a Savior
to come. They wanted Someone who
would make everything better.

Well, the Savior had come. Jesus
was the Savior. But the people
thought that Jesus was only a
carpenter from Nazareth. He was just
thirty years old. He lived quietly at
home with His family. The people had
never seen Jesus do any miracles yet.
They had never heard Him preach.
How could He, just a carpenter's son,
be their Savior? They didn't know that
He was really God's Son.
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God sent John the Baptist to tell the
people all about the Savior. God
wanted the people to be ready for His
Son.

Hundreds of people went to hear
John the Baptist preach. John spoke
to them about their sins. He told them
they should be sorry that they had
done wrong. He told them that very
soon the Savior would come.

Many of the people began to see how
wrong they had been. They asked God
to forgive their sins. Then John
baptized them in the river. This was a
sign to others that they had given up
their sins, and that God had forgiven
them.

One day, when John was preaching
and baptizing at the Jordan River,

Jesus came to be baptized. John knew
that there was something very special
about Jesus. He said that Jesus
should baptize him. But Jesus said
John must baptize Him because that
was God’s plan. So John baptized
Jesus.

And as soon as Jesus came up out of
the water a wonderful thing
happened. The sky was opened and
the Spirit of God came down. He
appeared like a dove and came to rest
on Jesus. Then the people heard a
Voice which said, “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” That
was God’s voice. John knew that Jesus
was the Savior. He was very happy
that God had chosen him to tell the
people to get ready.

Hidden Words

Find and circle the words hidden in the puzzle.
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

This lesson is about John the Baptist and
how he was used of God to tell people about
the Savior, thus preparing the way for
Jesus’ ministry. John performed his ap-
pointed task well, and many came to know
Jesus because of his efforts.

Explain to your child that John’s special
job, given by God, was to tell about the Sav-
ior who was to come. Liken this to a menu.
It prepares the people who are going to eat
the meal by telling them what is coming,
perhaps even describing how the dish is
fixed or the ingredients used.

Let your child prepare the family for
their evening meal by making an advertise-
ment or menu for the planned meal. He
might cut out pictures of food or write a
brief description of each dish. Allow him
to present his creation to the family at
mealtime.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: Acts 22:15
MONDAY: Psalm 40:4
TUESDAY: Isaiah 26:3
WEDNESDAY: Jeremiah 17:7
THURSDAY: Psalm 84:12
FRIDAY: Psalm 32:10
SATURDAY: Proverbs 30:5

Bible Text

Matthew 3:1-17

Memory Verse

Thou shalt be his witness unto all men. — Acts 22:15
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Baptized By John

Help the crowd of people find their way to the Jordan River where John is
baptizing people.

—
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