Lesson 29a

Special Plans for Saul

Saul was deep in thought as he
hurried along the road to the city of
Damascus. He frowned as he thought
about the people there who called
themselves Christians. He hated
them! He was glad that at last he had
a plan to get rid of these people.

Before leaving Jerusalem, he had
gone to see the high priest. The high
priest did not like Jesus either. In fact,
he had helped those who put Jesus to
death on the cross. He was happy to do
what he could so Saul could get rid of
the Christians. He gave Saul a letter
with orders that would give him
permission to bring the Christians
back to Jerusalem. There they would

be beaten and put into prison. Some of
the Christians would even be put to
death. Isn’t that awful?

Because Saul hated the Christians
so much, the high priest could count
on him to carry out his orders. Saul
was going to Damascus to find them.
But Jesus had other plans for Saul.

As Saul went down that dusty road,
a bright light shone right down from
heaven all around Saul. It was so
bright that Saul could no longer see.
The light had blinded him!

Saul was so afraid, he fell to the
ground. Suddenly he heard a voice
speaking from Heaven. “Saul, Saul,
why are you treating Me this way?”
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Saul shook with fright. He said
quickly, “Who are You, Lord?” Then he
heard the voice say, “I am Jesus.”

At that very moment Saul believed
that Jesus was really God’s Son. He
asked Jesus, “What do You want me to
do?” Jesus told him to go into the city,
and someone there would tell him
what he should do.

Saul stood up. He opened his eyes
but he still could not see. The men
with him had to lead him by the hand
the rest of the way to Damascus.
When he arrived he stayed three days
in the home of a man named Judas.
There he spent his time praying.

You see, Jesus had special plans for
Saul’s life. He told a Christian by the

name of Ananias to go to Saul. At first
Ananias was afraid. He knew that
Saul was an enemy of the Christians.
But Jesus told him that He had
special plans for Saul’s life. He would
tell many people about Jesus.

When Ananias came to the house
where Saul was, he prayed for him, as
God had told him to do. Saul’s eyes
were healed! He could see again!

Saul was a changed man. No longer
did he hate Christians. Now he was a
Christian! He spent his time telling
other people about Jesus and how
they could become Christians too. He
later became known as Paul the
Apostle, and he worked for God all the
rest of his life.

Match the Shapes

Write the words in the matching shapes on the lines
in the heart. Find out what Paul received.

PAUL

NEW
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

We are beginning a unit on the life of
Paul the Apostle, the great missionary-
evangelist to the Gentiles. Our Bible story
for the first lesson of this unit tells us of the
unusual events which surrounded his con-
version.

As your child studies the great change
which took place in Paul’s life, he will learn
that salvation for each person is just as
real, though possibly not as dramatic. The
Bible tells us that at conversion, old things
pass away and all things become new. To
illustrate this point for your child, let him
help you make a collection of old and new
items. Some examples might be: an old
shoe and a new shoe, an old magazine and a
new one, an old toy and a new one.

Arrange the items you selected in a dis-
play on a table. Then let your child explain
to the rest of the family the significance of
the grouping and how a person’s life can be
changed through salvation.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: Acts 3:19
MONDAY: I Samuel 10:9
TUESDAY: Psalm 51:1,2
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 1:18
THURSDAY: Matthew 11:28
FRIDAY: John 3:16
SATURDAY: Revelation 22:17

Bible Text

Acts 9:1-22

Memory Verse

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out. — Acts 3:19
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A Light from Heaven

The poem below is about when Jesus spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus.
Find and circle each word that is written in all capital letters.

——

A man named PAUL, some called him SAUL,
Was going to DAMASCUS.

A bright LIGHT shone, his sight was gone.
He heard the VOICE of Jesus.

Paul HEARD the call and gave his all.

For JESUS spoke in LOVE,

Washed Paul’s heart white, and gave new SIGHT.
Paul preached for GOD Above.
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