Lesson 34b

Japheth’s Big Problem

Japheth wiped a tear that rolled
down his cheek. He watched the pigs
eat the corn husks he had brought
them. His stomach hurt from hunger.
He found himself wishing that he
could eat the pigs’ food himself.

Japheth thought back to when he
still lived with his family. There they
had servants to wait on them and
always plenty of food. But he had
become unhappy living there. He had
asked for his share of his father’s
money and then left home to live in a
country far away. He had wanted to
have fun and not have anyone telling
him what to do!

At first it had seemed wonderful to
be young and have lots of money. He

had gone to parties and made friends
who liked to help him spend his
money. Japheth had thought he was
really having a good time.

But before long all his money was
gone. Japheth had gone from being
rich and merry to poor and sad. The
people he had thought were his
friends didn’t care about him
anymore. Nobody would help him. He
had to become a servant. He was sent
into the fields to feed pigs.

So here he was in the pigpen,
lonely, ragged, and hungry. He began
to think about how bad things were.
No money, no food, and feeding pigs.
Why, even the servants in my
father’s house are better off than I
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am. They have more than enough to
eat. I have done nothing good with
my life. I'm so sorry for what I've
done!

Japheth thought about going home
to his father. But would his father
love him after he had wasted
everything his father had given him?
How ashamed he was! Finally he
decided to go home and see if he could
work as a servant in his father’s
house. He knew he did not deserve to
be called a son anymore.

Japheth began the long trip home.
His father saw him coming even

father’s arms.

before he got to the house. He ran out
to meet his son with love and joy in
his heart.

Japheth cried as he fell into his
“Father! I've sinned
against God and you. I don’t deserve
to be your son anymore, but will you
take me back as a servant?”

“Oh, my son! I'm so happy you’ve
come home.” Japheth’s father told the
servants to bring the best clothes and
to prepare a dinner in Japheth’s
honor. The father was happy because
the lost son was alive and had come
home.

Color by Number

Use the color guide and color the picture of the prodigal son going home.

Color Guide
Green
Blue
Brown

Purple
Red
Yellow
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Preparing for This Bible Lesson

Parent’s Corner

Our Bible story is the parable of the
prodigal son. This is a very descriptive
story, and the primary child can easily vis-
ualize the progression of events beginning
with the son’s leaving home, turning to riot-
ous living, and eventually repenting and
returning to his father’s house.

As we study this lesson together, we will
be focusing on the thought that sin will
bring trouble, but Jesus will forgive and re-
store all those who will return to Him.

Let your child use modeling clay to form
the main elements in this story: the son, fa-
ther, money, things purchased, pigs, and
pigpen. When completed, he might wish to
act out the story for other family members,
utilizing the clay figures.

Time Together for
Family Devotions

Verses to help your child
understand this Bible lesson.

SUNDAY: James 4:8
MONDAY: Psalm 73:28
TUESDAY: I Peter 2:25
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 55:7
THURSDAY: Psalm 34:18
FRIDAY: II Corinthians 7:10
SATURDAY: I John 1:9

Bible Text

Luke 15:11-24

Memory Verse

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. — James 4:8
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Returning Home
Start at HOME and follow through the maze to find out what happened to
the prodigal son because of what he did.
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