Lesson 62

Brotherly Kindness

TEXT: 2 Kings 4:8-17

KEY VERSE: By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

— John 13:35

Brotherly kindness is most often referred to in the Bible as brotherly love. Brotherly love cannot be ex-

emplified in isolation. The hallmark of the Body of Christ is not the number of members, or the size of the

edifice for worship, or the finely tuned administration of the organization. It is the strong attachment be-

tween members of Christ’s flock.

1. The Bible is a great source of examples of brotherly kindness. One is given in the account of Elisha

and the Shunammite woman found in our text. Describe what this woman did to show brotherly kindness

to the prophet.

2. Though the Shunammite couple were not looking to be repaid for their kindness, what blessing did

they receive from God? Is our kindness toward our brothers and sisters in Christ ever compensated? If

so, how?

3. Listed below are several other examples of people in the Bible who exemplified brotherly kindness.

Tell in your own words the circumstances under which their love was shown.

Aaron and Hur: Exodus 17:12

Jonathan: 1 Samuel 18:3,4

David: 2 Samuel 9:6,7

Paul: Philemon 12,15,16

4. Compare your feeling and consideration for a brother in Christ to the consideration shown to your own

body.
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5. Read the following Scriptures and write what instruction you find in each which shows how we can

exemplify brotherly kindness.

Romans 15:1

Galatians 6:2

Ephesians 4:32

Hebrews 10:24

1 Peter 4:8

6. When is it the responsibility of the individual to show brotherly kindness? When is it the responsibility

of the church?

7. In some cases, when a need presents itself, it may seem that another is more qualified or better able

to assist or take care of the situation. Explain how this could be used as an excuse by one not wishing to

get involved.

8. Present an everyday situation in which brotherly kindness can be shown to the following.

A newcomer to the church

The elderly of the church

Someone who is sick

Widows and widowers

Your pastor

A new convert

9. What are some of the positive results we might expect to see when brotherly kindness is practiced?
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