Lesson 88

Family

TEXT: Proverbs 31:10-31

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES: Genesis 18:19; Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 15:20; Ephesians 6:4

KEY VERSE: As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. — Joshua 24:15

For our Mother’s Day lesson, Proverbs portrays a beautiful example of a godly mother. She is honored

by her children and praised by her husband who implicitly trusts in her. However, as valuable as the in-

fluence of a Christian mother and wife is, it in no way releases the other members of the family from their

obligations to the Lord. Each of us has a responsibility to God that no one else can fill. If we accept that

responsibility we will be blessed here on earth and rewarded in Heaven.

1. What is indicated by the phrase, “Who can find a virtuous woman?” List some of the characteristics of

this woman, and note some of the pressures or trends in our world today which might influence a woman

striving to exemplify these traits.

2. The woman described in our lesson has many commendable observations made about her. She is

praised by her husband and honored by her children, but which of her attributes do you consider most

praiseworthy?

3. To receive God'’s blessing, who in the family is responsible for establishing the spiritual foundation of

the family? How can this be done? See Deuteronomy 6:5-7.

4. We are given this excellent example of a godly woman and how she occupied her time. Write briefly

what you think the Lord might expect of a godly father. See Deuteronomy 4:9; Proverbs 13:24; 1 Corin-

thians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 12:14; Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 10:25.
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5. At what age does the Bible encourage us to seek the Lord (Ecclesiastes 12:1)? What are the advan-

tages of following this advice? What are some things godly parents can do to encourage this?

6. Having established spiritual guidelines for mothers and fathers, what are the two major instructions

given in the Bible to children? See Exodus 20:12 and Colossians 3:20.

7. In looking back over our last questions, we see that both parents and children have certain responsi-

bilities toward God and each other. If each individual is fulfilling these, what effect does this have on the

family as a whole?

8. Consider next a family in which all the members are united, but this time they are united in their

worldly interests and their lack of desire to serve God. What might we expect to see evidenced in that

family?

THOUGHT PROVOKER: When each member of a family fulfills his responsibility as directed by God’s

Word, that family can expect God'’s blessing. “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the

desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass”

(Psalm 37:4,5).
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