Lesson 183

Abraham

TEXT: Genesis 12:1-4; 15:1-6; 21:1-5

SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES: Romans 4:3,17-21

KEY VERSE: And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all

the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their God. — Genesis 17:8

Abram’s implicit faith in what God said caused him to act in total obedience to God. For this faithfulness

he was counted righteous, in turn receiving the promise, “In thee shall all families of the earth be

blessed.” His faith, obedience, and righteousness brought about many promises including the miraculous

birth of his son, Isaac. Through the lineage of Isaac, God fulfilled His promise to Abram of the Messiah

who would provide the blessing of salvation to those of all generations. When God made that covenant,

He also changed Abram’s name to Abraham, because he would be a “father of many nations.”

1. In Genesis 12:1-3, what do you think was the center of Abram’s motivation?

2. Undoubtedly it would have been easier for Abram to provide for his family by staying near his father's

house and kindred. What might have been some of the influences which caused him to make the deci-

sion to obey God?

3. Abram’s obedience had direct effect on his family, and far-reaching effects on his descendants, and on

believers even to our day. How might others be affected by our obedience to God?




4. God commanded Abram to make a certain offering, and he obeyed this instruction (Genesis 15:9-11).

What is the significance of Abram’s driving the fowls away? Parallel this to action we must take when we

obey God by making a consecration He is requiring of us.

5. In Genesis 15:17, Abram received a witness—the smoking furnace and burning lamp which passed

between the pieces of his sacrifice—that he would surely inherit the land of Canaan. What are some

ways we can know when our offering or consecration has been accepted by God?

6. Included in this promise to Abram was the miraculous birth of a son. How did Abram respond, even

though he knew the circumstances of his and Sarah’s advanced ages? See Romans 4:20,21.

7. In Genesis 17:19, God gave Abraham a command regarding the son that would be born to him. What

was that command and where in our text do we find that Abraham obeyed God in this also?

8. According to the key verse, what was the extent of God’s promise to Abraham?






